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P R E F A C E. 


S the principal part of ſocial and commer- 

cial correſpondence 1s carried on by means 

of letters; it is a kind of reproach to any perſon, 
in the preſent improved and enlightened age, not 
to have attained a proper knowledge of an art 


tending ſo eſſentially to our general reputation and 


emolument. | 


Many efforts have been made at works ſimilar 


to this we now lay before the public ; but they 
have not been adequate to the important object 
they had in view: we do not, however, mean to 
comment on their imperfections, but with great 
deference offer one of our own, as an improve- 
ment upon others, 

By carefully avoiding prolixity, we conſequently 
give a greater diverſity of matter; nay, nearly 
double the quantity will be found comprized in 


this ſingle volume, than almoſt in any other two 


volumes of the ſame ſize; and as the ſubjects are 
various, there will be found a neceſſary variety 
in the ſtile, or mode of delivering the ſentiments; 


for as our imagination acts and conceives, ſo our 


ſtile expreſſes and explains, In general our ſtile 


ought to be plain, ſimple, eaſy, and unaffected. 


Some perions make uſe of ſtrained alluſions, 


redundant deſcriptions, high-ſounding words, &c. 


but uſe the expreſſions ſo improperly, that the 
reader can either affix no meaning at all to them, 
or he may affix any meaning he pleaſes. | 
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Young writers too often uſe a ſtile very un— 
connected. To ſuch perſons this volume will be 


found infinitely uſeful, as it will teach them to 


make a proper choice of words, and to exprels 
them with purity and perſpicuity, which are two 


very eſſential objects. of a learner's attention. 


A freedom and caſe, both of thought and ex- 
preſiion, will be found in the contents of chis vo- 
lume; in ſhort, the reader will find every advan- 
tage he can with, both in point of ſtile and ſubject; 
the firſt being carefully adapted to the reſpective 
occaſions on which the letters are written, and the 
laſt as carefully appropriated to the various oc- 
currences of life. 

To facilitate practice by the aid of theory, we 
preſent the reader with an uſ-ful and compendious 
Grammar of the Engliſh Language; which, we 
think, is laying the baſis of our work judiciouſly, 
25 the rudiments of a language being once ob- 
tained, a ſmooth and regular proc ceſs is made to 
the thorough attainment of it. We have alſo 
o'ven directions for addreſſing perſons of all 
ranks, either in writing er. converſation; and to 
render our work as coin lee as poſiible, Ve have 
introduced forms for gerteel coroplimentary 
cards, and the art of writing pecitions to ſu— 

eriors; and allo ſome uſeful forms in law, as 


Wills, Bonds, &c. &c. neceflary to be known 


by all perſons. 


Such is the ature of our undertaking ; and we 
ſubmit it to that public candour which is never 
remiſs in countenancing works of real merit. - 
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ENGLISH GRAMMAR. 


RAMMAR is an Art which furniſhes us with Rules 

to Speak, Read, and Write properly. It hath four 

grand Diviſions, namely Orthography, Analogy, Syntax, 
and Preſody. | 

But as this Book is not intended for Infants, I preſume 
every perſon poſſeſſed of it, muſt already know that letters 
make ſyllables, ſyllables make words, words make ſens» 
tences, Sc. Therefore I ſhall begin with 

Stops or Points, and Marks or Notes. 

As writing is the very image of Speech, there are ſe- 
veral Points and Marks made uſe of in it, not only to 
mark the diſtance of time in pronouncing, but alſo to 
prevent any confuſion or obſcurity in reading, writing, and 
ſpeaking, and to render the meaning intelligible. | 

There are ſix points or ſtops uſed in reading, and writ- 
ing, viz. Comma, Colon, Semicolon, Period, or full Stop, 
Note of Interrogation, and Note of Admiration. And the 
ſpace of time allowed for pauſing at each 1s as follows; 
Stop at a Comma, while you can diſtinctly tell one; at a 
Semicolon while you can tell zo; ata Colon Free; at a 
Period or full Point four; and at the Note of Interro- 
gation and Admiration, while you can tell /x. 

The Comma, marked thus (,) is the ſhorteſt pauſe ; as, 
O ing unto the Lord, for he is merciful, long-Juffering, flow tg. 
avrath, abounding in Gooane/s and Truth. 

A Szmicolon, marked thus (;) ought to be made in the 
ſub-diviſion of the members of a ſentence; At the fade 
Moves, and we do not perceiveit; or as the tree grows, and. 
abe do not apprehendit; / Man, &C. 


A Colon, marked thus (:) is uſed when the ſenſe is 


enemy 
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enemy advances, I command yeu to give battle © if not, march 
firait to the city, F 

A Period, marked thus (.) is made when the ſentence 
is completely ended; as, Learning makes life faveet, and 
produces fleajure, tranguiliity, glory, and praiſe. 

An Izterrcgaiion, marked thus (?) is made when 2 
queſtion is aſked ; as, 7, you grant me this favour F will 
you lend me fifty pounds ? 

An Exmclamation, Admiratiin, or Wonder, marked thus 
(!) is a direction for railing the tone of voice upon fome 
vehement paſſion being expreſſed; as, O that villain! O 
auretebed man! O that 1 had never been born | 


The marks or notes to be met with in reading are, 


1. An Afeſftrephe, marked thus (') uſed to abbreviate 
or ſhorten a word, 

2. Caret thus (A) placed where ſome word is left out in 
writing, and put over it. This is alſo called a Circumflex, 
when placed over ſome yowel of a word to denote a long 
ſyllable ; as Euphrates. 

3+ An Hyphen, thus (-) uſed in joining the ſyllables of 
words, and compounded words together; as bed-chamber. 

4. An Accent, thus (') being placed over a vowel, de- 
notes that the tone er {ixeſs of the voice in pronouncing 
is upon that ſyllable, | 

5. Breve, (©) is a crooked mark for a vowel, and de- 
notes that it is ſounded quick, 

6. Diareſis, thus () is two points placed over two 
vowels, that would otherwiſe make a diphthong, and parts 
them into two ſyllables, | 

7. Paraithe/is, thus () ſerves to illuſtrate a ſentence, and 
may be !-it out, and yet the ſenſe remain intire. 

8. A Paragraph, thus (©) placed at the beginning of 
a new diſcourſe, and denotes what is contained in a ſen- 
tence or period, EA Ea | 

9. A Duotation, thus ( ic the words ſo marked 
are tran{cribed from the writzygs:of another in his own 
words: Or the expreilions of another in his own words. 

10. n I ( Y> ) ſhews ſomewhat very remarkable. 

11. A Section, thus, (F) is the ſub-diviſion of a dife 
courſe, or chapter, into leſſer parts or portions. 

12. An Aſteriſm, thus (*), an Ovelice (+) and Pa- 
rallels (||), with the leicers of the alphabet, figures, &c. 
refer to the margin or bottom of the page. 


* 3 * — 
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Of Capitals, or Great Letters. 


12. LL proper names of perſons, places, ſeas, rivers, 
ſhips, winds, months, Sc. ſhould be diſtinguiſhed 
by beginning with capital letters. 

2. Let the firſt word of every epiſtle, book, note, verſe, 
bill, Sc. begin with a capital. 

3. It any ſaying, or paſſage, of an author, be quoted 
in his own words, it begins with a capital, though it be 
not immediately after a Full ſtop. | 

4. Write not a capital in the middle of a word among 
fmal!l letters. 

5. The pronoun 7, and the letter O, mutt always be 
written in capitals. | 


OF Analogy. 
NALOGY treats of the different kinds of words 
and their etymology cr derivation, their likeneſs, 
change, power, and compariſon. 


Of the Parts of Speech. 
| feng word being conſidered a part of our ſpeech 


or diſcourſe, we reckon four ſorts of words of a 
different nature, which are termed parts of ſpeech, and 
are called | | 

Names, A ffirmations, 
Qualities, Particles. 

Though there are many thouſand words in our language, 
yet every word we make uſe of, either in ſpeaking or writ- 
ing, comes under one of the above heads, and is eicher the 
name of ſome perſon or thing, deſcriptive of ſome quality, 
«fjirmative of ſome action, or peculiar property, or a neceſ- 
lary particle to connect the other words together. 


- Of Names. 


AMES are expreſſive of whatever is an object of 
either of the five ſenſes, or of the underſtanding. 
Thus a picture, a blow, an orange, muiic, a ſtink, are 
names; as we may ſee, feel, taſte, hear, or ſmell them. 
Time, fortune, wiſdom, are names, being objects of our 
underſtanding, and always preſenting us with a diſtinct 
idea, : 

Names are either ſingular or plural, that is, they expreſs 
ens ting only, or /zvoor more things, Thus a dog is ſingular, 

| as 


—  - _ -— 
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as it means only one animal of that name; but gogs is the 
plural number, being expreſſive of ſeveral. In many 
words the plural number is formed by adding the letter ( 
to the ſingular, as in the above example, and the follow- 
ing, cat, cats, horſe, horſes, aber, doors, chair, chairs, &C. 
But when the ſingular number ends in ch, , /5, or x, then 
it is requiſite to add, es, to form the plural, viz. church, 
church. et, bruſh, bruſh-er, witneſs, witneſſes, box, boxes, 
& c. If the ſingular ends in /, ze, ce, or ge, pronounced 
ſoft, the adddition of (5) to form the plural, changes a 
word of one ſyllable into two, viz. her/e, horſes, breeze, 
breezes, face, faces, age, ages, Words ending in CV) or 
(ef) in the ſingular change to (wes) in the plural; as calf. 
calves, thief, thieves. Some words. make their plurals by 
adding ren, or en to the ſingular; as child, children, ox, 
oxen, &c, In ſome words the Jetters are changed in the 
middle; as man, men, woman, women, &c. Some are ir- 
regular; as mouſe, mice, penny, pence, & c. Some have no 
ſingular ; as aſhes, bellows, and many have no plural; as 
names of men, women, cities, mountains, &c. 

The Engliſh language hath only one caſe, named after 
the latin, the Genitive Caſe. 'This caſe denotes property, 
or poſſeſſion ; as Pope's works, for the works of Pope, the 
King's palace, for the palace of the King. 

Gender is the diſtinction of ſexes. In Engliſh the gen- 
ders are extremely eaſy, being formed exactly according to 
nature, and conſequently are but two, viz. maſculine and 
feminine, or male and female. Thus all things of the he, or 
male kind, are of the maſculine gender; as man, hor/e, 
lion, &c. and all things of the fe, or female kind, are of 
the feminine gender ; as, woman, mare, lioneſs. 

There are likewiſe two appendages of the Engliſh 
genders, viz. zeuter, and doubtful. 

All things which are inanimate, or without animal life, 
are of the neuter gender, as a flock, lone, table, &C. 

All words which are not quite concluſive, or determi- 
nate in their meaning, are of the doubrful gender, and xe- 
quire ſome other word to be added to them in order to 
explzin their preciſe meaning. Thus by the word child, 


we do not underſtand what ſex it is of. This doubtful ex- 


preſſion, therefore, requires the word male, or female to be 


added to it, to explain its meaning; as male child, or fe- 
male child, 


An 
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An Article is a ſmall word, ſet before a name, to render 
its meaning more expreſſive and particular. There are only 
two articles, a and the; as a man, the horſe, But 
when the name begins with a vowel, inſtead of a, we 
ſay an, which gives the word a more graceful ſound; as 
an owl, A 1s always uſed before conſonants, except the 
letter Y, which frequently requires an to come before it; 
as an hour. 


Of Qualities. 


UALITIES expreſs the diſpoſition, nature, colour, 

and peculiar properties of perſons, and things, and 
come before names to explain them. Thus, good, black, 
fair, wiſe, are qualities; as good children, black hor/es, 
fair women, wiſe men. 

Qualities, or as they were heretofore called Aajectives, 
are the only words in our language which admit of com- 
pariſon, that is of an incfeaſe, or diminution in their ſig- 
nification, by a trifling alteration in their terminations, 

There are three degrees of compariſon, viz. the Peſitive, 
the Comparative, and the Superlative. | 

The Poſitive degree is the quality itſelf ſimply . 
as Black. The Comparative degree compares it with ſome- 
thing elſe; as blacker. The Superlative degree places 
it beyond any thing of the ſame ſpecies or kind; as 
blackeſt. 

The generality of 2ualities are compared, by adding to 
the poſitive degree er for the comparative, and % for the 
ſuperlative, as in the above example, or in white, whiter, 
and whireſt, But there are ſome qualities or adjefivesy 
which are irregular, and are therefore compared by va- 
rious terminations, or by a change of the word itſelf, thus, 


Poſitive, Good, Much. Bad. 
Comparative. Better. More, Worſe. 
Superlative. Beſt. Moſt, Worſt. 


It to be obſerved, that two comparatives, or two /uper- 
latives joined together are abſurd ; as more auiſer, and moſt 
c, Which ſhould be auer, or more wiſe, and sie, or 
20% ie. a 

| Of Afirmations. 
N Affirmation is a word which betokens being, doing, 


or /uffering. It was heretofore called a verb, and 


expreyes or affirms what is ſaid of things; thus, 
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Being, denotes being in ſome poſture, ſituation, or cir- 
cumſtance, or in ſome manner affected; as, zo /it, to lie, 
to fland, to own, &c. 
Doing, implies all manner of action; as, zo fobt, to write. 
Suffering, denotes the impreſſion that perſons or things 
receive; as to be beaten. 
Afirnations have two forms or voices, viz. ative and 
paſſive. 
The a&#iwr expreſſes what is done by the perſon or agent; 
as I lower, I hate. | E 
The paſive, which is formed by the aſſiſtance of the 
auxiliary or helping word am, expreſſes what is done to or 
ſuffered by the perſon or agent; as, I am hated, I am burned. 


There are three times, or tenſes, all time being either 


paſt, preſent, Or to come. 
The Pre/ent is the time that now ig. The Preter, or paſ 
time, is that <which hath been, and the future is that which 
is yet to come. | | 
An active Affirmation, or verb, is one that can have after 
it a name, ſignifying the ſubject of the action, or impreſ- 
ſion, that the verb or affirmation is uſed to denote; as to 
kill a dog, to fig ht a lion, &c. 
The neuter affirmative ſignifies the ſtate or being, and 
ſometimes the action of a perſon or thing, but admits of 
no nume after it; as William loves, Mary fights | 


Of Particles. 


ARTICLES are thoſe words which join to, or connect 
the other parts of ſpeech together. They are Pronouns, 
Adwerbs, Prepeſitions, Conjundions, and Interjeftions. 


OF Pronouns. 


Pronoun is uſed inſtead of a Name, or noun, to pre- 
vent a diſegreeable repetition ; as inſtead of naming 
myſelf continually in converſation, or writing, I ſay, 7, 
or me; ard in lieu of perpetually mentioning others, I ſay, 
he, ſhe, they, them, &. therefore J, me, be, ſhe, they, 
them, &c. are pronouns, as they ſtand in the place of, and 
prevent a needleſs repetition of 2ames Or NIuns. i 
All conwer/ation is confir.ed to three heuds, as we either 
Head of ourſjelues, to another, or of anether. Pronouns 
t ierefore couſiſt of three perſons, called the fir/?, /econds 
and third per/on. | | 
In the jir/t perſon, we ſpeak of ourſelves, as / and, 
le 
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The ſecond perſon is uſed to addreſs others, as thor, you, 
and hee. : | 
The third gerſon is expreſſive of others, as he, foe, it, 

this, that, &c. 

In ſpeaking p/zrally in the forft per/on, we ſav, awe and 
vs; in the /econd, ve, Or you; in the 7hird, they, theſes 
theſe, and them. 

Pronouns are of four kinds. , 
C Perſonal. 
: Demonſtrative. 
VIZ. J Relative. 
Interrogative. 

The Perſonals are I, tho, you, he, ſhe, ther, him, her. 

The Demonſtratives, are 1. bis, that, which in the plural 
make zhe/e and thoſe. 

The Relatives, are he, they, wie, whem, being uſed 
without a queſlion. 

The Interrogati ves, are what, which, who, whom, 

s, and are - ufed in aſging queſtions. 


OF Ad verbs. 


 DVERBS ſhew the manner of afirmations, or verbs, 

as the Boy reads well, or the Boy e, badly, where 

awell and badly are adverbs, as they ſhew the manner in 
which-the Haften reads, by explaining how it was done. 

There are many kinds of adverbs, as of 7 7;ne, as, to day, 
to-morrow, yefgerday, &e. Place, as Here, t:hxre, above, 
below, where, &c. Number, as once, twice, thrice, &c. 
Cruer, as ſecondly, thirdly, laſt of all, &c. Quantity, as 
enov;h, fufficie , &. 

A. ming, às Yes, &Cc. 

D:uyire, as #0, not, &C. 

Deubting, as perneps, &c. 

Comparing, as, ſo, more, leſs, Very, O. Quality which 
vſually end in y, as juſtly, truely, falſely, &c. Theſe com- 
monly admit of compariſon by means of the words mort 
and mot, as prudently, more prudently, moſt prudently. 


Prepoſitions. 


REPOSITIONS are thoſe particles which either come 

before names, or form the previous part of them; as 
Pre in pre-diſtin#ien, or à diſtinction made before hand; ; 
ad in advance, ab in abjure, ad in adorn, dis in di tain 
tage, &c. In, againſt, for, inio, from, &C. 


of 


of 
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Of a Conjunction ok 


Conjun#ion is a part of ſpeech which joins /entences 
A together, and ſhews the manner of cheir dependance 
upon each other, 

There are various kinds of Conj anctions, viz. 

1. Copulatives, as and, %, both, neither, nor. 
2. Disjunctives, as either, ors 

3. Conceſſive, as, hug, or tho? although. 

4. Adverſative, as but, yet, notwithſtanding, 

5. Caſual, as hat, becauſe. 


Of Inter] ectiont. 


NTERJECTIONS expreſs the emotions, or paſſions of 
I the ſou], as any ſudden ſurprize, anger, fear, &c. 
Thus interjections are ſome:times of Toy, as, Ha! La! va! 
be! brave! Of Grief; avs, alas) ab! woe's me! Of Wen- 

der; as, bleſs me! O. range! c. 


Of Profedy. 


ROSODY teac\aes us the manner of accenting and pro- 

nouncing worcis properly; to acquire the Lnoniades 
of which two things muit be particularly attended to, viz, 
quantity and accent. Every ſyllable muſt be ſounded ac- 
cording to it, proper guaniity, and every word of two or 
more iy llablies according to its proper accent. 

Nrantity is the different meaſure uſed in pronouncing 
ſyllables, and is therefore long or ſhort, which to each 
other bear the proportion of zwo to one; that is, you 
ought to be twice as long in pronouncing a long ſyllable, as 
you are in pronouncing a fort one. 

Tie mark (*) over a ſyllable ſhews it is ſhort, and the 
maik (-) denotes it to be long; thus, in the word , the 
vowel o is ſounded ſhort, but long in the word e. 

Accent is that peculiar ſtreſs of voice, Which it is ne- 
ce. ſſary to lay on any particular ſyllable in a word, with- 
Cut regarding whether that ſyllable is long or Sort, with 
reſpect to quantity. 

The accent may relate to words of two or more ſylla- 
bles, and in ſome words is placed on the firſt ſyllable, 


while in others it falls on the lait ; as in the word al. der- 


man the accent is upon the firſt ſyllable, but in the word 
d iſtap-pear, it is upon the laſt, 


; „ 
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Of Syntax ; or the Compoſition or Conſlruttion of Sentences. 


YNT AX teaches us to join words together to form a 
ſentence, orto join ſentences together in order to form 
a diſcourſe. - | 

A ſentence muſt contain at leaſt one affirmation, and une 
name, of which ſomething is affirmed ; as, God is juſt; 
This is called a imple /entence : but if we ſay God is jufty 
but man is unjuſt, it is àa compound ſentence, as it contains two 
fir. ple ſentences joined together by the conjunction bur. 

The chief thing in the conſtruction of ſentences is to 
find the agreement between the ame and affirmations or 
their reJation to each other ; which is to be done by aſking 
avho is ® what is? who does? &c, Whatever word an- 
ſwers the queſtion is the name or nominative word, which 
agrees wich, or relates to, the verb or affirmation ; as the 
boy reads. Who reads? anſwer, the boy : therefore boy is 
the name, noun, Or nominative word, agreeing with, and 
relating to, the affirmation, or werb reads. 

An affirmation, or verb, muſt agree with its nominative 
avora in number and perſon; as, the man runs. Here the 
nominative word man is the third perſon fingular, becauſe 
nan, being only one, muſt be fngular : and being neither 
| the per /on /peaking, nor ſpoken to, mult be the third perſon, 
becauſe he is the perſon t n of : therefore the verb of 
afhrmation runs, Which agrees with this nominative verb, 
is the third perſon ſingular; thus, 
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I run iſt 
Singular Thou runneſt 1 3 res 
He runs 3d 
The ame of multitude muſt be fingular ; as, the crowd is 
great, not are great, becauſe it is but one crowd. 
When two /ingular names are joined together by a con- 


SY SW 


junction, the affirmation mult be plural: thus, John and 


Tom are fighting ; not John and Tom is fightin. 

When more names than one are connected in a ſentence, 
the verb or affirmation, agrees in number with the neareſt 
name; as, nothing is wanting but guineas, 


INSTRUCTIONS 
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INSTRUCTIONS 
FOR 


WRITING LETTERS. 


T was an excellent remark of a late celebrated author, 
that, Fa man think twice, before he ſpeak, he'll ſpeak 


tawice better for it, With great propriety the above may be 


applied to all ſorts of writing, particularly the epiſtolary. 

In letters from one relation to another, the different 
characters of the perſons muſt firſt be conſidered: Thus 
a father in writing to a ſon will uſe a gentle authority; 
a ſon to a father will expreſs a filial duty. And again, 
in friendſhip; the heart will dilate itſelf with an honeſt 
freedoin; it will applaud with ſincerity, and cenſure with 
modeſt reluctance. 

in letters concerning trade, the ſubject matter wil! be 
conſtantly kept in view, and the greateſt perſpicuity and 
brevity obſerved by the different correſpondents; and 
in like manner, theſe rules may be applied to all other 
ſubjects, and conditions of life, ig. a comprehenſive 
idea of the ſubject, and an unaffected ſimplicity, though 
modeliy in expreſioa. Nothing more need be added, 
only, that a conſtant attendance to the above for a few 
months, will ſoon convince the learner, that his time 
has not been ſpent in vain, g 

Indeed an aſſiduods attention to the ſtudy of any art, 
even the moi difficult, will enable the learner to ſur— 
mount every difficulty, and writing letters to his cor- 
reſpondents become equally eaſy as {peaking in com- 
pany. A careful attendance to the plain and ſimple 
rules laid down in the preceding Grammar, will en- 
able him to wite in the language of the preſent times, 
and if he carefully avoids affectation, his thoughts will 
be clear, his ſentiments judicious, and his language 
plain, eaſy, ſenſible, elegant, and ſuited to the nature 
of the ſubject. As letters are the copies of converſa- 
tion, juſt conſider what you would ſay to your friend 
if he was preſent, and write down the very words you 
would fork which will render your epillle unaffected, 
and intelligible. | LETTERS 
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LETTERS on EDUCATION, &c. 


LETTER I. — From a Gentleman t0 the Maſter of an 
Academy. 


SIR, 
S I hold the education of youth to be one of the 
moſt important concerns of parents and guardians, 
reſpecting not only the welfare of individuals, but ſoci- 
ety in general, I have ſpared no pains in my enquiries for a 
perſon capable of the various duties incumbent on the cha- 
racer of a preceptor. I cannot therefore but be happy to 
find, from the aſſurance of a friend whoſe ſon has been 
ſome time under your care, that you poſſeſs the qualifica- 
tions neceſſary for your profeſſion, and propoſe ſhortly to 
add my ſon to the number of your ſcholars, To dictate 
to a perſon of ability and diſcretion may ſeem preſump- 
tuous; but candour will admit a parent to recommend 
ſuch treatment as to him appears molt agreeable to the 
genius and diſpoſition of a child. Of theſe, however, you 
will judge from experience, and proceed accordingly. I 
ſhall only add, that being as ſolicitous for my ſon's be- 
coming a good citizen as a good ſcholar, your views I 
hope will be equally directed to thoſe grand objects. 
I am, Sir, Your moſt humble ſervant, &c, 


© 


_— 


; LETTER II.—T he Maſter's Anſwer. 

IR, 

WAS favoured with your's, and deſire to expreſs due ac- 
knowledgement of your candourand liberality. Veuhave 
conciſely pointed out the two main ends of education, which 
you recommend as the grand objects of my profeſſional re- 
gard. As theſe can only be attained by the improvement of 
the mind in knowledge and virtue, to which inſtruction con- 
veyed with care, and precept enforced by example, are 
indiſpenſably neceſſary, I have always endeavoured to 
frame my conduct upon * principles. Vou may reſt 


ailured, 
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aſſured, that nothirig ſhall be wanting on my part to pro- 
mote your go-d intentions in committing your ſon to my 
care and inſtruction. I am, Sir, 

Your obliged and very humble ſervant, 


LETTER III. From the young Gentleman at the Academy 
to his Father. 


Honoured Sir, 

N compliance with your deſire, that I would let you 
hear from me as ſoon as I was ſettled in my new ſitua - 
tion, I take this opportunity of acquainting you, that I am 
happy in a maſter and miltreſs, and indeed in my ſchool- 
fellows in general. We have our hours ſet apart for learn- 
ing and amuſement, ſo that I am ſeldom tired. Our maſter 
is not very ſevere in puniſhing, except in bad caſes. As 
our fatherly care has placed me in this ſituation, it ſhall 
8 my conſtant endeavour ſo to improve as to promote your 
good intentions to your utmoſt wiſhes, Preſent my duty 

to mamma, and believe me to be, Honoured Sir, 

Your datiful ſon. 


a. 
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LETTER IV. From the Father to the Son, 
Dear Boy, : 
T affords me great pleaſure to find you are happy in 
your ſituation. According to my ſincere deſire, that 
you may become a good man as well as a good ſcholar, 1 
hope you are frequently called upon to read ſome paſ- 
ſages of the Bible, a book I have ever enjoined you to 
hc}? in preference, becauſe it contains truths effential ta 
yuui Preſent and future weltare. You would do well alſo 
to read at Iciſute a paper or two of the Spectators J ſent 
with you, in order to acquire a general knowledge of men 
and things, and a purity of ſtyle in ſpeaking and writing. 
Indeed, I know not any Engliſh prote io eaſy, familiar, and 
yet ſo correct, as that I now recommend. Your maſigr 
acts perfectly agreeable to my notion of education, in 
adopting puniſhments to the nature of crimes, In a 
word, my advice is, that you be obedient to your matter, 
attentive to your learning, and obſervant of your duty, in 
every,zeſpett, both to God and man. | remain, with ten- 
dereſt regard, 
| Your affectionate father, 


LET. 
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LETTER V.—From a Lady to her Daughter at boarding- 
School, reprehending her for neglect of writing, 
Dear Charlotte, | 
OT hearing from you for ſome time, I am anxious to 
enquire concerning your welfare, which I believe 
you are perſuaded is the principal object of my concern, If | 
ſm, why are you negligent in a matter of ſuch moment? Is .. 
your vacant time all taken up in attention to trifles ? Can- 
not you ſpare a leiſure moment to inform me of the ſtate 
of your health, and your advancement in learning and fe- 
male accompliſhments ? To promote theſe ends, I placed 
you under the care of a governeſs, and have therefore a 
parental right to know how far they are anſwered, 
I remain, Your atte&ionate parent, &c. 


— 


LETTER VI.—T he young Lady's Anſwer, 
Dear Mamma, 
OTHING gives me ſo much pain as your diſpleaſure, 
You will however permit me to intreat your par- 
don of my neglect, when | aſſure you it ſhall be my con= 
fant care in future to obey your commands in every in- 
ſtance. J have enjoyed a good ſtate of health ever ſince 
I had the happineſs of ſeeing you laſt, and though it does 
not become me to praiſe myſelf, hope you will have a 
pleaſing account from my governeſs of my improvement 
in the ſeveral branches of education. Agreeable to my du- 
ty, it ſhall be my endeavour to ſhew, upon every occaſion, 
with what profound reſpect I am, 546 


Your dutiful and obedient daughter; ue. 


LETTER VII.—4@#rom a Mother 10 her Daughter on female 

education, | 

Dear Caroline, 1 
S the education of the female part of your family 
comes more immediately under your care in the re- 
lationſhip of a mother, I have taken upon me to offer 
ſome ſhort hints upon that ſubject, which may probably be 
of uſe to you in future. You may remember, that in early 
life care was taken to inflil into your mind notions con- 
ſiſtent with your rank; to train you to houſewifery, and to 

endow you with the principal qualifications for a good wife - 
and a good mother. 1 have therefore to enjoin you, from 
; an affectionate concern for the welfare of you and your's,” 

to follow the ſteps of a parental guide, ſo far as they may 

B 2 appear 
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appear worthy of imitation. Be not led by faſhion into 
the paths of folly, avoid extremes, and teach your chil- 
dren to conſider themſelves as what they are, not as what 
they are not, nor ever can be. Be yourſelf an example of 
modeſty, prudence, and induſtry, and then you may rea- 
ſonably expect they will imitate ſo amiable a pattern. 

I am, Your's molt affectionately. 


LETTER VIII. —The An/wer. 
Dear Madam, 
OUR laſt favour I received as a freſh inflance of 
your affectionate regard, ſhewn not only to me, but 
thoſe whom by the ties of nature I am bound to hold moſt 
near and dear. From my ſmall knowledge of the world, I 
can ſubſcribe to the truth of your remarks, and intend to 
obſerve it as a leſſon with reſpec to the education of the 
female part of our family in particular, Our eldeſt 
daughter is ſent to a boardiag-ſchool, from whence, ac- 
cording to the determination of her father, and my hearty 
approbation, ſhe is to be taken at the age of twelve years, 
in order to be inſtructed in thoſe rules of domeſtic oco- 
nomy, which lead to the prudent management of a family, 
This is the plan we propoſe to purſue in the courſe of the 
education of our females, truſting it will effectually pro- 
mote their welfare, and the comfort of thoſe to whom they 
are related. I remain, with the fincereſt thanks for your 
counſel, Your dutiful daughter. 


LETTER IX. —Trem a Father advanced in years to his 
Son, cenſuring him for an undue fendne/s for one of his 
children in particular. 
Dear Son, 
HOUGH I would not wiſh to be thought a buſy med - 
| dling old fellow, the affection I bear you compels me 
to give you a word of advice concerning one inſtance of 
your conduct, that will, if perſiſted in, moſt probably be 
attended with diſagreeable, if not injurious conſequences, 
The particular I allude to 1s the indulgence of your elder 
ſon William, whom I find you frequently mount on a po- 
ney to accompany you, when you make occaſional excur- 
ons. This practice in a tradeſman is highly imprudent, 
though his proſp:& in life may be promiling ; becauſe it 
gives a boy a turn for extravagant pleaſure, and too often 
excites an averſion to the purſuit of learning; ſo that when 


= 
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he reaches to years of maturity, he proves a blockhead, 
contemptible in himſelf, and uſeleſs to ſociety. You will 
deliberate on this, and, if convinced of an error, I preſume 
you will amend it. I remain, as ever, 

| Your affectionate father. 


LETTER X — From a T rade/man to his Son at ſchool, recom- 
mending ſuch purſuits in learning, as may beſt qualify bim 
for the man of buſineſs. 

Dear 'Tom, b 
A you are now turned of thirteen, and muſt ſhortly fix 
on ſome commercial buſineſs to be put to in the courſe 
of another Jour: you will give me leave to remind you of the 
neceſſity of applying to ſuch purſuits, as ſeem moſt probable 

to qualify you for the fame. "Theſe, from experience, I 

have, found to be a conſiderable progreſs in arithmetic, the 

writing a good hand, and being correct in ſpelling. Vou 
hade, I muſt confeſs, made ſome advance in each of 
theſe purſuits ; but as there is ſtill room for amendment, 
as your time of continuance at ſchool is ſhort, and you may, 
by aſſiduous application, make greater improvement in 
the courſe of one year than you could in three years at 
your beginning, I recommend to you double diligence, by 
which you cannot fail to acquire thoſe branches of learn- 
ing, that will prove uſeful and ornamental in future life, 
Jam, Your affectionate father, Tuo. TrRaneLove, 


2 
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LETTER XI.—T he Son's Anſwer. 
Honoured Sir, e 
OUR kind advice demands my thanks, and every 
attention to it within the compaſs of my power. I 
muſt do my maſter the juſtice to ſay, he has taken much 
pains to forward me in the branches of learning you par- 
ticularly recommend; nor has he been wanting in point- 
ing out to me their uſefulneſs in that ſtation of life for 
which you deſign me. I hope you will find, from the 
letter you are now reading, that I write an eaſy, legible 


/ hand, ſuited to correſpondence, and that my ſpelling is 
f not erroneous. Of my progreſs in arithmetic you will 
: form a judgment, when you ſee my laſt book of mer- 
5 chants accompts. However, at all events, I ſhall not fail to 
4 keep your advice conſtantly in view, becauſe I am per- 
$ Ned it is both my duty and antereſt to follow it. 

2 Il remain, Your dutitul ſon, THOMAS 'TRADELOVE. 
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LETTER XII.— From a Father to his Son, ſoon after his 


having been bound apprentice. - 

My Dear Boy, 
OU doubtleſs recollet the advice I gave you the 
latter part of the time of your being at ſchool; in- 
deed, from your compliance with it, | am perſuaded it is im- 
preited on your memory. Hence I am encouraged to offer 
a few hints to your obſervation, now you have entered 
u pon a new ſcene of life, I put you to ſchool to qualify 
you ſor buſineſs; I put you to buſineſs to qualify you for 
obtaining the means to render you happy in yourſelf, and 
reſpectable in ſociety. Jo theſe great ends, the ſame 
diligence 1s neceſſary in attending to the concerns of the 


onè as the other, without which you could not be a pro- 


tieient in either, or reaſonably expect they could anſwer 
Iny Gefign, Conſider, you have piled the ſtate of child- 
hood; throw alide toys, and devote your mind to the 
ſubſtantial purſuits of buſineſs. Be obedient to your maſ- 
ter; attend to his advice and example; ard aſpire to excel- 
lence in your buſineſs; remembering, that ambition in lau- 
dable attainments is a virtue, I remain, 
Your affectionate father. 


af 


LETTER XUL —The Anſwer, 
Honoured Sir, 

\ROM the kind concern you intimate for my ſucceſs in 
If my preſent ilate of life, I find myſelf bound to be at- 
tentive to your advice. I know your good nature and can- 
did diſpoſition will make allowance for the inexperience 
and flightineſs of youth, and induce you to overlook ſome 
little taults- which may fall to its ſhare. I take the li- 
berty to mention this, as I have not yet the vanity to think 
myſelf free from them; while at the ſame time I aſſure 
you, that in the main point of buſineſs, I ſhall endeavour 
to be as ſerious and as ſolid as thoſe of riper years, 
keeping conſtantly in mind the counſel of ſo excellent a 
parent, and ſo good a maſter, 


I am, honoured Sir, 


Your dutiful and much obliged ſon. 


L E T. 
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LETTER XIV.—From a Guardian in the country to a 
Youth apprenticed to a tradeſman in London, 

Dear Billy, ; 
S the care of a parent devolved on me at the death of 
your worthy father, by which you became an or- 
phan, I truſt I have hitherto performed the duties of one, 
You received your education under my immediate inſpec- 
tion, and I think in ſome deg ee it has been my happi- 
neſs to promote it. You are now put to a trade in Lon- 
don, at a diſtance from me, and expoſed to many temp- 
tations. I hope your morals continue good, and your 
principles uncor upt; but as mankind in general are frail, 
and youth in particular fiable to be ſeduced, I mait cau- 
tion you againſt an inclination to go out of your maſter's 
houſe at night, as it is often injurious to young people, and 
has in many inſtances. been attended with fatal conſe- 
quences. Shun idle company, and the ſociety of thoſe un- 


thinking boys, who wiſh to be their own maſters before 


they have diſcretion to guide their conduct, and glory in 
thoſe things which are their diſgrace, and ought to be 
their ſhame. Negle& not publick worſhip on Sundays, 
nor ſuffer reprobates to laugh you out of your duty to 
God and man. If you always remember that fe be good 
is zo be happy, and guide your actions by that unerring 
maxim, it will certainly lead you to preſent comfo t and fu- 
ture bliſs. I am, Your's ſincerely. 


LETTER XV.—The Yeuth's Anſwer. 
Dear Sir, 
& 7 OUR kind attention follows me wherever I go. I 


may truly ſay, that ſince the death of my worthy 


parents, you have been to me indeed a father, and ſhould 
deem myſelf highly ungrateful, if I neglected your ad- 
vice in any inſtance. The counſel given me in your laſt, 
] receive moſt cordially, and ſhall as punctually obſerve 
it, I have hitherto been very recluſe, and therefore have 
not had the opportunity of feeing much of this great world; 
but as you warn me of the vices which prevail in it, I ſhall 
be very cautious how [ engage in it, and for the preſent 
let the duties you recommend employ my time. 
I am, dear Sir, | 


Your's moſt reſpe&fully. 
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LETTER XVI.—£rom an Officer to his Son at ſchool, previ- 


ous to his departure on foreign ſervice, 
Dear Child, 
INTENDED to have called on you at ſchool before 
| embarked on the expedition to which I am appointed; 
but find myſelf fo ſtraitened for time, that I muſt not indulge 


that pleaſing ſatisfaction. The only means left is to ſu 
ply my abſence by my advice, which I hope will be fixed in 


your mind. I muſt, my dear Boy, enjoin you to attend to 
your learning, becauſe on it depends your ſuccefÞ in life. 
Now is the ſeaſon for improvement ; this the ſpace for ac- 

uiring that which you can never loſe, and laying up a trea- 
He which cannot be exhauſted. I have, however, made ſuch 
a reſerve, as will not only defray the expences attending 
your education and apprenticeſhip, but enable you to ſet 
forward in life in a reſpectable light. I beg you will pay a 
proper attention to the advice of Mr. Truſty, whom I have 
appointed by will my fole executor, and to whoſe care 
you are ſolemnly recommended, from my having a firm 
perſuaſion of his integrity. When I arrive at the place of 
my deliination, I will write to you, and ſhall expect an 
immediate anſwer. Farewell, remember the advice of 

An affectionate father, 


LETTER XVII.—The Son's Anſwer. 
Honoured Sir, | 
CANNOT but be greatly affected by the information 
of your ſudden departure; and as the preſent time 
will not admit my. ſaying ſo much as I could wiſh, ſhall 
only obſerve, that, next to my obedience and duty to you, I 
ſhall pay a due regard to the precepts of Mr. Truſty. I 
hope to hear from you as often as poſſible, aſſuring you that 

it will be the greateſt happineſs that can be felt by, 
| Your moſt dutiful ſon, 


LETTER XVIII. — From a Father to his Son, deſiring him ta 
inſtil religious education in his children. 

Dear Son, 
T THINK I may conſcientiouſly affirm, that from the 
earlieſt period of your life to the preſent hour, I have 
entertained a moſt ſerious concern for the promotion of 
your temporal and eternal intereſts. I endeavoured to con- 
vince you of the great importance of religion, pointed out 
to you the excellence of the Bible, as compriſing a N 
yſtem 
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ſyſtem of faith and morals, and recommended 1t to you as 
an infallible guide. Nor was I diſappointed in my view : 
you ſoon imbibed juſt notions of your duty to your Creator, 
and the deſign of your creation; and your conduct in life 
has, in a great meaſure, been conformable to the ſame. As 
you are now become a father, I ſincerely recommend to you, 
in this particular inſtance, to follow my example, as the 
moſt probable means of ſecuring the permanent felicity of 
your immediate deſcendants. Perſevere in the practice of 
thoſe duties to your children which I taught you; leave 
the event to an All-wiſe Providence; and then, whatever 
it may be, you will enjoy the conſolation of an approving 
conſcience. I remain, Your's moſt affectionately. 


LETTER XIX.—From a young Gentleman at ſchool to his 
Parents, as a ſpecimen of his improvement in Wwritins, 
__ Honoured Parents, 
URSUAN'T tothe cuſtom of our ſchool, I preſent you 
with this ſpecimen of my writing, in which, on com- 
pariſon with former letters, I hope you will obſerve J have 
made ſome improvement. You may reſt aſſured that it 
ſhall be my conſtant endeavour to advance not only in this, 
but every other branch of education, to which you may 
judge it expedient for me to apply, as it is my earneſt 
deſire, upon all occaſions, to teſtify with what profound 


reverence I am, Your moſt dutifal ſon. 
LETTER XX.—Tbhe Father's Anſwer. 
Dear Son, 


ITH infinite ſatisfaction I received the late in- 
| ſtance of your filial duty, which was as pleat- 
ing to your mother as myſelf, I much approve your 
maſter's plan for the 1 of his ſchool, as it re - 
ſ-eRs ſtated ſpecimens of your writing, and thereby ex- 
cites a laudable emulation in young minds, to excel in 
that uſeful and ornamental art; nor can I withhold my 


approbation of the very viſible improvement you have 


made in it. Go on to deſerve, and you ſhall never want 
my favour and encouragement, ſince my grand aim is to 
qualify you in your earlier days for ſuch purſuits in more 
advanced life, as may promote your own intereſt, and 
the good of ſociety in general. I remain, \ 
Your moſt affectionate father. 


— 
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LETTER XXI.—Frem a Youth at ſchool to his Parents, 


in acknowledgment of favours received, 
Hagoured Parents, | | 

OUR very kind letter came duly to hand, as did 

the neceſſaries you were pleaſed to ſend me by the 

ſtage coach. For theſe and all other favours I can only ex- 

preis a moſt grateful acknowledgement, and promiſe, as 


the beit return I can make, to pay the Rtrictelt attention to 


my learning, and follow the wholeſome advice you have 


10 often given me reſpecting my conduct in general. My 


maſter preſents his compliments, and will write to you in a 
few days, when I hope you will have the ſatisfaction of 
hearing from him the progreſs I have made in the ſeveral 


. ttadies to which I] have applied myſelf under his care and 


direction. I ſubſcribe myſelf, honoured parents, 
| Your molt dutiful ſon. 


LETTER XXII.— Im a Youth ts his Fother, expreſſins 
concern at not having heard from him for fome time. 
Honoured Sir, 
S a conſiderable time is elapſed ſince I had the plea- 
A ſure of receiving your laſt kind letter, I cannot help 
entertaining a diſagteeable apprehenſion, that I have in- 
curred your diſpleaſure, though 1 am perſuaded it muſt 
have been from an involuntary cauſe. Sometimes I have 
imputed the omiſſion of your ſtated favours in writing to 
indiſpolition, and therefore, being as anxious for the ſtate 
of your health as the continuance of your approbation, 
permit me to expreſs a molt earnelt deſire of hearing from 
you, that I may diſmiſs thoſe doubts and fears which at 
preſent perplex and render me unhappy. I remain, ho- 
noured vir, Your ever dutiful fon. 


LETTER XXIII. — from a Youth at an academy to his 
Father, requeſting permiſſion to learn ſome of the ſciences. * 

Much honoured Sir, 

S } have had the pleaſure of receiving your approba- 
A tion of ſpecimens of my attainments in the acquiſition 
of the ſeveral brapches of Engliſh, French, writing, and 
zaccounte, I am encouraged to ſolicit the favour of your 
peimiſhon to enter upon {ome new ſtudies. I am alſo in- 


Juced to prefer this requeſt, from a deſire of being placed 


va s level with thoſe of my ſchool-tellows, who learn geo- 
3; graphy, 
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graphy, the uſe of the globes, and drawing : theſe branches 
are repreſented in the moſt approved treatiſes on educa- 
tion, not only as uſeful and ornamental, but abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary for perſons deſigned to fill ſome public ſtations in 
life, If therefore you are pleaſed to grant my requeſt, 
nothing ſhall be wanting on my part to render your deſigns 
in my education as accompliſhed as poſſible, ſince it will 
ever be my higheſt ambition to approve myſelf, | 

Honoured Sir, Your moſt dutiful ſon, 


LETTER XXIV.—The Father's Anſwer. 

Dear Son, 
HE purport of your laſt letter affordedme great ſatis- 

faction. From the learning you have already obtain- 
ed, I am readily induced to comply with your requeſt. . Pre- 
{ent my compliments to your maſter, and tell him, that in 
the proſecution of the ſtudies propoſed, I ſhall rely on his 
known prudence for your direction. To encourage your 
induſtry and diligence in thoſe purſuits to which you ſeem 
ſo much inclined, I have remitted your maſter a note, in 
order to accommodate you with whatever may be deemed. 
neceſſary for that purpoſe. I am, Your molt loving father. 


LETTER XXV.—From a Youth at an academy to his 
Parents, requeſting their permiſſion to learn to dance. 
Honoured Father and Mother, 

ROM the care and expence with which my education 
has hitherto been attended, I flatter myſelf nothing 
will be wanting on your part to render it complete. Hence 

I preſume to remind you, that pps my uncle's mention- 

ing at table, when I was laſt at home, how proper it was 

for young people to acquire the uſeful and ornamental ac- 
compliſhments of the perſon as well as the mind, you pro- 
miſſed that I ſhould learn dancing, as requiſite to complete 
the gentleman. There are very few in this academy who 
do not enter upon tbis polite art, when they have attained 
to the age of ten or twelve years. You will permit me 
therefore to requeſt the ſame opportunity for improvement, 
efpecially when I aſſure you that to merit the continuance 
of your indulgence in this, as well as every other reſpect, 
ſhall be the conſtant endeavour of, honoured parents, 

Your molt dutiful fon, 
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LETTER XXVI.—The Anſwer from the Father, 
Dear Son, 
RECEIVED your's,requeſting the fulfilment of my pro- 
miſe that you ſhould learn dancing. To convince you 
therefore that I would by no means diſcourage yeu from the 
_ of any thing that might recommend you in future 
ife, you have my permiſſion to enter upon it immediately. 
I have only to warn you to be careful, that the purſuit of 
this accompliſhment does not divert your attention ſrom 
more important objects, and ſubſcribe myſelf, | 
Your affectionate father. 


r 


LETTER XXVII. From a Youth at an academy to his 
Sifter at a bearding-ſchoel, 
Dear Siſter, 
1 WAS extremely concerned to hear by the laſt letter with 
which I was favoured from our honoured father, that 
you have had an attack of the fever. Anxious therefore 
for the ſtate of your health, I impatiently wait to know 
how you are at preſent, and whether I may promiſe myſelf 
the happineſs of ſeeing you at home next Whitſuntide, 


Though our ſeparation is wiſely ordered by our parents for 


our benefit and advantage, occaſional interviews muſt be 
very pleaſing to a brother and ſiſter, whoſe affedtion I truſt 
has and will be mutual. Entreating to hear -from you 
without delay, I ſubſcribe myſelf . Your loving brother. 


LETTER XXVIII.—Fram a Youth at a beoarding-ſchaul 
10 his Parents, requeſling their preſence at a publick exami- 
nation, before the vacation takes places | 
Honoured Father and Mother, 
\ CCORDING to the ſtated rules of our ſchool, Thurſ- 
day next is the dayappointed for our public examina- 
tion in the ſeveral branches of education upon which we have 
entered. As 1 ſhould be very happy to ſee you both upon 
that occafion, I have preſumcd to ſend you the incloſed, and 
which muſt be produced in order to gain admittance, From 
my ſoliciting the honour of your preſence, you will J ap- 
prehend be pretty confident I ſhall acquit myſelf in ſuch a 
manner as not to put you to the bluſh, but on the contrary 
brighten your proſpe& of my future progreſs in every valu- 
able acquiſition. I remain with profound reverence, ho- 
noured parents, Your moſt dutiful fun. 
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LeTTERS relating to Trade, Commerce, Family 
Occurrences, and various other Subjets, 


—— vt 


LETTER XXIX.—From a Father to bis Son, juſt Jet up in 
buſineſs. 


Dear George, 


OU muſt be ſenſible that my concern for your wel- 
fare has attended you through your progreis in life. 
My firſt care was that of your education ; my next, that of 
your apprenticeſhip ; and now ſucceeds, in courſe, that of 
your commencing buſineſs. I have diſcharged the duties of 
a parent with reſpect to the two former, and am auxious for 
doing the ſame with reſpect to the latter. To this end, 
upon this important occaſion, I muſt firſt repeat the admo- 
nition I have ſo frequently given you to induſtry and ſobri- 
ety, and urge them as the chief qualifications of the man of 
buſineſs, without which no views of ſucceſs can be reaſona- 
bly entertained. I now recommend to your conſideration 

the choice of proper perſons for your connections in ſocial 
and commercial life. Be it your conſtant endeavour to af- 
ſociate with men of ſobriety, good ſenſe, and virtue, re- 
membering that the character of a man of buſineſs in parti. 
cular, is greatly beuefitted or injured by the company he 
keeps. You will, I hope, alſo attend to the economy of 
your domeſtic affairs, and in the regulation of your family 
expences, nor fooliſhly aſpire to begin life as you ſhould 
end it ; a vanity that has proved the ruin of thouſands of 
young beginners. Theſe hints I offer as proofs of my zeal 
for your welfare. You will, I truſt, communicate to me, 
from time to time, every particular in which you may need 
my advice, reſting aſſured that my great pleaſure is the pro- 
motion of the happineſs of my children, I am, 


| Your affectionate father. 
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LETTER XXX.—From a Young Beginner in bu/ine/s to a 
| Wholejale Dealer. 
S IX., Reading, Dec. 5. 
ROM the general character you have long maintained, 
and your approved integrity in all your dealings with 
my maſter, juſtice and prudence dictate the propriety of my 
application to you at my outſet in life. Having fulfilled 
the articles of my apprenticeſhip, I hope to the entire ſa- 


tisfaction of the parties concerned, my worthy father has 


enabled me to begin buſineſs for myſelf, to which purpoſe I 
have taken a ſhop in this town, and now propoſe to you my 
correſpondence, from the motives already aſſigned, not 
doubting but you will treat me on the ſame terms as you 
have done my maſter. I ſhall endeavour to be as punQual 
in my payments as poſſible, and have therefore only to re. 
queſt your pleaſure by return of poſt, which will oblige 
Your humble ſervant. 


LETTER XXXI.—The Anſwer. 
8 IX, a London, Dec. 7. 
OUR's of the 5th inflant came duly to hand; and, 
purſuant to requeſt, I take the earlieſt opportunity of 
aſſuring you that I cordially accept of your connection in 
buſineſs, from the character you acquired and preferved in 
your apprenticeſhip. You may rely on juſt dealings from 
me, and, as | doubt not the fincerity of your endeavours to 
be as punctual in your returns, ſhall make a point of ſend- 
Ing you the beſt articles of each aſſortment yon may order on 
the moſt reaſonable terms. With wiſhes ſor the conti- 
nuance of your health, and proſperity in buſineſs, I am, 


* 


Yovr obliged ſervant. 


LETTER XXXII.— From a Retail Dealer in the country 10 
a capital houſe in town, flating injuries received from the 
badue/s of their commodities. | 

Gentlemen, Upton. 
| ECESSITY, from adefire of preſerving that reputation 


though your commodities have til! now been as gogd in 
quality as could poflibly be procuzed, yet lately they have 
been generally indifferent, and frequently ſo bad, as 10yſub- 
je& me to loſs of character as well as property. The only 
reparation you Can make is to ſend me immediately the con- 

| tents 


I have «cquired, oblig s me to inform you, that ® 


| 
| 
1 
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tents of my laſt order in prime goods, which may be admit- 
ted by my cuſtomers as ſome compenſation for former di ſap- 
pointments, not to ſay 1 injuries, as well as contribute to re- 
trieve my character, on which my ſucceſs totally depends. 
Your compliance will be the only means of continuing our 
correſpondence, as in caſe of negle&t I muſt have recourſe 
to another quarter, being determined to vend no goods 
which are any way exceptionable. I am, Gentlemen, 


Your's, &c. DaNIEL DownkriGurT., 
Meſſ. Surface and Co. London. h 


LETTER XXXIII.— Z%e Anjwer, 

S I R, 

E are very ſorry that the negle& or miſtake of ſer- 
vants has given you jult cauſe for complaint, Care 
ſhall be taken to examine minutely into the particulars, as 
well as to afford you all the redreſs in our power. To this 
end, we have ſent yuu this day the contents of your laſt or- 
der, ſelected under the immediate inſpection of one of the 
partners, and you will be convinced, it is preſumed, from 
the bill of parcels, of our defign to indemnity you for Joſſes 
ſuſtained from the cauſes you mention. As we are ſenfible 
of the value of your correſpondence, we hope the means 
we have adopted will effectually ſecure it, and only wiſh to 
preſerve it io long as we appear to merit it. We are, Sir, 

Your molt obliged humble ſervants, 


SURFACE and Co. 


LETTER XXXIV.—Letterof reproef from a Whele/aie Dealer 
to a Ship-keeper, who had been backward in bis remittances. 
Mr. Slowman, 
O'THING can be more irkſome to me than a neceſſity 
for writing on the diſagreeable ſubject before me; 
but the ſtate of my affairs, which I a'ways ſettle at this ſea- 


ſon of the year, renders it indiſpenſible for me not oaly to 


reprove you for former breaches of promite, but perewpto- 
rily to inſiſt on an immediate adjuſtment of accaunts, Fre- 
quent repetitions of your diſappointments have wrought me 


to long forbearance ; but ſuch are my connections, 1 cannot 


longer admit them as apologies tor the negle& of that on 
which my intereit eſſengzially depends. In a word, I expect 
a draught or order for a conſiderable ſum by return, and 
muſt allure you, that tooghiam naturally averſe to rigorous 


meaſures, 


. — 
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meaſures,. the duty I owe myſelf, family, and creditors, in 

in caſe of neglect, will compel me to have recourſe to the 

law to obtain my right; but ſhall be happy in being pre- 

vented from the ſame by your compliance. I am, Sir, 
Your's, &c. 

PrrER PuxcTvaAL, 


ll —_——.. 


3 —_— 


LETTER XXXV.—The Anſaver. 
S I R, | 

HE lenity you have ſhewn me calls for my warmeſt 
ackrowledgment, as the neglect of the fulfilment of 
my promiſes gives me the utmoſt concern. However, I 
mult take the liberty of aſſuring you again moſt ſolemnly, 
that my remiſſneſs has been wholly owing to the remiſineſs 
of others in the payment of ſums due to me; for though the 
major part of thoſe with whom I have dealings ſeldom fail, 
the times of their payment are precarious and uncertain, I 
ſhall urge them from the weightieſt motives, and at all 
events, to couvince you of the integrity of my defigns, ſend 
wow by to-morrow's poſt a draught for ſixty pounds. I 
hope in the courſe of a week or two to remit a much larger 
ſum, and in about a month to adjuſt the whole account, 
Let me therefore intreat your further forbearance, as ſeve- 
rity would anſwer no other purpoſe than that of defeating 
my intentions of doing what would afford me the greateſt 

happineis. I remain, Your obliged humble ſervant, 

| SIMON SORROWPUL, 


— —_—_— 


—_— 


LETTER XXXVI From one Tradeſman to Another, re- 


gueſting the payment of a ſum of money. 
SIR, X 


SHUULD not have requeſted the balance of accounts 


berween us at this time, were I not under immediate ne- 
ceſſity of anſwering a very unexpected, though conſtdera- 
ble demand. At preſent I have wy to aſſure you, that as 
my credit is at ſtake, if you cannot ſend me the wholesba- 
lance, what part of it you can raiſe will at this critical 
Juncture be highly acceptable, and of material ſervice to 
Vour humble ſervant, 


Nichols Neevpy, 
L E T- 
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11 LETTER XXXVIL.—The Anfaver. 
8 , 
AM very happy in having it now in my power, by means 
of an unexpected remittance, of ſending the whole ha- 
lance of accounts between us: it amounts, I find, upon re- 
viſal, to £ 132 10s. for which ſum I ſend you incloſed an 
order, payable at ſight. In future, I hope my remittances 
will be attended with that punctuality, as to prevent your 
writing again on the like fubje to, 

' Your very humble ſervant, CA. CaN DOVUR. 


1 


LETTFR XXXVIII. Tram a Young Man to a diftant re- 
lation, requeſting the loan of a ſum of money to enable bim 
| to ſet up in ufane/5s 
Dear Sir, | 
HE many favours I have already received from your 
hands, encourages me to ſolicit one more, which, if 
I obtain, will probably be the foundation of my future wel- 
fare, I have then to acquaint you, that Mr. Steady, with 
whom I ſerved as apprentice the uſual term, and as jour- 
neyman two years, died yeſterday. 'The wages I received 
were for the molt part applied to the relief of a neceſſitous 
aged parent, therefore of courſe could not make any re- 
ſerve. My maſter, however, as a moſt ſatisfactory teſtimony 
to me of his approbation of my conduct, has left me in his 
will 10ol. But as I find this will not be ſufficieat to com- 
pleat the purchaſe, preſume to apply to you for the loan of 
130]. which will enable me to begin the world with a rea- 
ſonable proſpe& of ſucceſs, I will give you bond, gr any 
other ſecurity you may require, I hope this ſolicitation 
will not give you offence ; and ſhould you be fo kind as to 
comply with my requeſt, the obligation ſhall ever be grate- 
fully acknowledged by, Sir, Your very humble ſervant, 
SAMUEL STRIVEWELT. 


LETTER XXXIX.—The Anſwer. 
Couſin Samuel, | 
I HAVE entertained a good opinion of your principles, 
and am confirmed in the ſame from the plain manner of 
your addreſs on the preſent occaſion, Finding myſelf much 
inclined to contribute towards putting you in a capacity 
of doing for yourſelf, I will call on you in a day or two, 


when you may introduce me to your maſter's A 
when 


rw 
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when, if I 6nd no juſt obſtacle, ſhall comply with your re- 
queſt, I am your well-wiſher, 

| Benjamin Brunt, 


y—_ PTY 
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LETTER XL.— From a Country Tradeſman to a Dealer 
in London, excufing remifjneſs in payment. 
S IX, a 


1 FIND from the ſtate of my accounts. that the note I 
gave you becomes due in the couſe of a few days, and 
have therefore taken the liberty of requeſting your indul- 
gence for about a fortnight, before which time. I cannot ex- 
peR to receive any confiderable ſums. My general punc- 
nality, I preſume, will induce you to grant me this favour, 
v hich, as it is the firſt, ſo it will be, I hope, the laſt of 
the kind I ſhall have occaſion to aſk. As ſome degree of 
ſecurity, x0u will hold the two incloſed notes, indorſed by 
perſons with whom you have been connected in buſineſs, 
on condition of return when mine is taken up. This being 
a matter that gives me much anxiety, I beg yon would let 
me know your pleaſure concerning it by return of poſt, and 
you will much oblige, 


Your bumble ſervant, MaTTrEW MEANWELL, 


— — — 


LETTER XLI.—The Anſwer. 
SIR: 


HOUGH TI am not averſe to compliance with your 

requeſt, I muſt take upon me to cenſure your neglect 
of acquainting me with the ſtate of your affairs ſooner, 
Incecd, had you deferred writing to me on the matter but 
two days longer, your note would have been paid away, 
and your credit might have been greatly affected by de- 
fault, When you offered me the note, I deſired you (as I 
do ia general thoſe of whoſe integrity I have a good opi- 
nion) to take your own time, at the ſame time enjoining 
you alſo to obſerve it firifily, I will not be harſh in my 
reprimand; but as you are a young man lately enter- 
ed upon life, I could wiſh you to look upon it in a 
friendly light. Your notes I return encloſed, as a proof 
that I entertain no doubt of your honeſty, and am, 


Vour's, &c, | FREDERICK Fic, 
; ; of E Ta 


LE 


" 
rt 


ms ns ey > £4.89 © 


0 


my, wy, wo 


Me oe Uo ww = 


er =y 


, &@ 0 I VUy go mf 5 w a  Oaqa © 


AND ENTERTAINING LETTERE, 43 


LETTER XLII. From a tradeſman to a Wholeſale Dealer, 
avho had made a demand on him for caſh before the uſual time 
for payment. 
S.I R, | 
OUR drawing upon me, and that for a confiderable 
ſum, at leaſt two months before the uſual time of cre- 
dit, gives me much ſurprize, nor can I poſſibly anſwer your 
demand, as, having no apprehenſion of it, I made no pre- 
paration. You cannot cenſure me with neglect, or charge 
me with default in any inſtance during the whole courſe of 
our connection. Conſcious of the truth of what I advance, 
| confeſs I am anxious to know the cauſe of a proceeding, 
which gives me uneaſy ſuſpicions, and affords in particular 
ground to ſuppoſe you doubt my integrity. Be explicit 
on this matter in your anſwer, and you will oblige, 


Your's, &c. Francis FirntBRAND. 
NS LETTER XLIIL—The Anfever. 
. & Is : 


MAKE no doubt of your ſurprize at the receipt of my 
laſt. In conformity to your defire that I would be ex- 
plicit, I muſt plainly tell you, that I have very weighty 
reaſons for urging my demand, though I admit it t6 be out 
of the common line of tranſacting buſineſs. In a word, I 
amgiven to underſtand, from reſpectable authority, that you 
dabble in the ſtock exchange, and in other matters of un- 
certainty, which is too frequently the deſtruction of tradeſ- 
men: hence I infer, from ſuch injurious conduct, the ex- 
pediency of ſecuring my own property, and muſt inſiſt on 
my demand being complied with. Yours, &c. 
| SIMON SAFEGUARD. 


LETTER XLIV.— From an Embarraſſed Tradeſman to one 


of his Creditors, requeſting his concurrence in a letter of licence. 


bl 
AM. extremely concerned in being under a neceſſity of 


repreſenting to you, that through a variety of croſſes 
and diſappointments, my affairs are in fo embarraſſed a 
ſtate, as to put it wholly out of my power to ſatisfy the de- 
mands of my creditors, unleſs they grant me a letter of li- 
cence for eighteen months. You mult acknowledge, that 
during the fix years I have dealt with you, my payments 
have been regular: hence I am encouragadl to hope 5 
WI 
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will be induced to come into the propoſal. In ſhort, | 
this indulgence is refuſed me, I cannot retrieve my affairs, 
and my ruin will prevent my doing that juſtice, which, 
truſt, my general conduct has proved to be my fincere defire, 
Your pleaſure is impatiently expected by, Sir, 

Your moſt humble ſervant, Luxe LuckxLtss, 


r * 


—— 


1 LETTER XLV.—The A4n/wer. 


MUST frankly acknowledge, that your general punc. 
tuality leaves no cauſe 10 doubt of your integrity; and 
am therefore diſpoſed to comply with your vequeſt. If! 
dan be of any ſervice with reſpe& to the compliance of 
others with whom I may have influence, T ſhall exert it 
with the greateſt pleaſure. 'That the iſſue may be a happy 
accommedation, attended with a ſeries of future ſucceſs, i 

the wiſh of Your's fincerely, 
| HENRY HuMan, 


* 


8 — — 


— 
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LETTER XLVI.—From a Fradęſmun to a Principal Cre 
ditor, requeſting his acceptance of a compoſitions 


S IR, 


AM under the neceſſity of informing you, that J am in 

the number of the unfortunate involved in the common 
ruin, occaſioned by ſome late capital failures. To you, 
as my principal creditor, I therefore, firſt addreſs myſelf, 
My books ſhall be ſubmitted to the inſpection of ſuch per- 
ſons as may be appointed on the occaſion. Permit me 
therefore to requeſt you will be pleaſed to call a meeting of 
my creditors, repreſent my caſe, and my remaining effects 
ſhall be ſurrendered without reſerve. When an eſtimate 15 
taken, I hope they will accept of ſuch compoſition as it 
will admit of, and not deprive me of that liberty which is 
eee. ſſential to my future ſupport. Your benevolent compli- 
| ance will be a prevailing example with the reſt of my cre- 
Gitors, and lay under intinite obligation, Sir, 
| . Your moſt obedient humble ſervant, 

| 


Harry HaPLEss. 


LE I- 
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LETTER XLVII.—The Anſcwer. 
SIR, | 
HE purport of your laſt gives me much pain, as no- 

thing can be more affecting to an honeſt tradeſman 

than unavoidable loſſes ſuſtained in buſineſs. Your propo- 
ſal meets my hearty approbation, and I ſhall endeavour to 
carry it into execution : at the meeting of your creditors I 
ſhall exert myſelf in your behalf, being ſatisfied with your 
conduct, ſince our connection in buſineſs, TI am, with 
ſincerity, your friend, CHRISTOPHER KINDLY. 


LETTER XLVIII.—Oprring Aſiſtance to a friend in diftreſs, 
S IR, 
YMPATHIZING with you for the loſs you ſuſtained 
through the failure of Mr. Squander, you will ſuffer 
me, as I take a part in your ſorrows, to take a part in ad- 
miniſtering to your conſolation. I truſt you bear this in- 
cidental evil of life with becoming fortitude, to which 
nothing can more effectually conduce than conſcious in- 
tegrity. To compliment known merit is ſuperfluous, I 
ſhall therefore wave all ceremony of that kind, and frankly 
authorize you to draw upon me to the amount of zool. 
which you may uſe for ſuch time as the ſtate of your 
affairs ſhall require, I only add, that your acceptance 
of the ſervice will afford me equal pleaſure with the offer, 
I remain your fincere friend, PETER PLAINLY. 


LETTER XLIX.— The Anſwer. 
My dear Friend, 
HE additional inſtance of your liberality in the ge- 
1 nerous offer made in your laſt, exalts your cha- 
racter, if poſſible, in my opinion, binds me to you by every 
tie of reſpect and gratitude, and enjoins me to a moſt 
cordial acceptance of it. I am happy in the approbation 
of a man of ſenſe and humanity, who wiſhes to alleviate 
my misfortunes, not.meerly by word, but his deed; and 
therefore with as little ceremony as uſed on your part, 
ſhall draw upon you at a twelvemonth for the ſum pro- 
poſed, It will fully anſwer my preſent occaſion, and I 
nope enable me to adopt ſome method for retrieving my 
aftairs, I am, Sir, your much obliged humble ſervant, 


— — 
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LETTER L.—From a Merchant's Clerk in town to hil 
Maſter in the country. 
SIR, 


S bufineſs, it is preſumed, has detained you from 
A home longer than was expetted at your departure, 
my duty directs me to enquire. concerning your health, fen. 
and at the ſame time to acquaint yoa, that the utmoſt care 
and attention have been paid to the tranſaction of your 
commercial concern in your abſence, Your return, how. WM cer 
ever, as ſoon as gffairs will permit, is ardently wiſhed, 
on ſome affairs whi*h you only can adjuſt, You will per. WW you 
mit me to aſſure you, that it is with the greateſt pleaſure ¶ ob: 
1 embrace this opportunity of teſtifying with what pro- pre 


found regard, 1 am, Sir, your moſt faithful ſervant, th. 
CHARLES CLEARACCOUNT, ob! 

— 1 
LETTER LI.—The Aſuer. a 


Mr. Clearaccount, 


OUR's came duly to hand, and met my approbation Ml © 
as a token of duty in you, With ſatisfaction I hear MW LF 
that the proſecution of my buſineſs is not interrupted by 
my abſence, which has been protracted by unforeſeen 
events, longer than I expected. Hope, however, ſo to 
arrange matters, as to be able to ſet off for town in a few 0 
days. I am, your's, &c. 
RoperT REGULAR, 


— - bei 
LETTER LII.— From a Tradeſman in the country to a 
Friend in London, requeſting Vim to purchaſe ſome commuaitics 

for him. | | 
Dear Sir, Derby, Dec. 23. 
S in this inland ſituation it is almoſt impoſſible to 
A obt in genuine liquor, I ſhall eſteem it a favour, if 

you would purchaſe for me a pipe of port wine, another \ 
of ſherry, a puncheon of Jamaica rum, and a piece of Co- 


niae brandy. I ſhall divide the contents amongſt the pl 


circle of my acquaintance, who will ve much obliged by il 
being admitted to a ſhare, You will be pleaſed to ſend 
them by our carrier, with an accodnt of the charge, which 
ſhall be immediately defraycd, with true acknowledgment 
of the obligation by, Your's molt ſincerely, 

* TixOTHY TUXBELLY> 


Vs 
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LETTER LII.—The Anſwer. 
Dear Friend, V9 | London, 26. 


GREEAELE to your requeſt I have purchaſed, with 
the advice of a friend, who js a competent judge of 
liquors, the ſeveral articles therein ſpecified. 'They were 
ſent to the Derby waggon, which ſet out yeſterday morn- 
ing, with a proper permit, and I hope will arrive ſafe, 
to your ſatisfaction, and that of your acquayyntance con- 
cerned, I ſhall ever be happy in executing *your com- 
mands, and preſume I need make no ceremony in aſſuring 
you, that a hare, or any game, than can be conſequently 
obtained, will be acceptable at this ſeaſon. Obſerve, [ 
prefer my requeſt, not as a requital for ſervices done, but 
thit I may have an opportunity of acknowledging the 
obligation, as J would be known by my friends in 
general, to be as capable of conferring as of receiving a 
favour. I remain your friend, &c. 
Tirus TugNABOur. 


— 


— 


LETTER LIV. — From a Tenant to a Landlord, in excuſe 
2 of delay in the payment of rent. 
S I R, 
NFORESEEN events conſtrain me to requeſt your 
indulgence with reſpect to the payment of the half 

year's rent, due at Chriflmas laſt, till the enſuing quarter, 
at the expiration of which time, you may reſt aſſured it 
being paid up in full, by ; 
2 Your much obliged humble ſervant, 
ö FP PauL PROMISE+KEEPs 
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OUR general punctuality calls for my indulgence, 
* ſo that I have only to aſſure you of my ready com- 
pliance with your requeſt, not entertaining a doubt of 
the fulfillment of your promiſe, 1 remain, Sir, 


.Your's, &c. 


S . (0 1 ww 


MaTTHEW MAKXY-ACRE. 
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LETTER LVI.—#rom a tenant in the country on the 


Same occaſion. 
Honoured Sir, | 
O many misfortunes have dome upon me together, 
8 that I muſt take the liberty of entreating your indul- 
gence for one quarter longer. Laſt ſeaſon turned out 
very bad, which added to loſs of cattle, and the expences 
of a ſick family, has greatly diſtreſſed me. I have at 
preſent a good proſpect of the enſuing ſeaſon, and ground 
to hope, both the hay and corn harveſt will prove very 
favourable, which will enable me to anſwer your juſt 
demands, and by that means give the higbeſt ſatis faction 
to, Sir, 
Your much obliged and moſt obedient humble ſervant, 
Pattie PLOUGHSHARE, 


LETTER LVII.—From a merchant at Hamburg to 4 
| correſpondent in London. 
S I R, 


URSUANT to contract at the laſt interview we had, 
previous to my departure from England, I have ſhip- 
ped on board the Succeſs, Captain Fairweather, 24 bales 
of linen, of various forts, marked T. T. They have ſe— 
parately paſſed my own examination, ſo that I can war- 
rant them all good of their kind. By the next ſhip that 
ſails for our port, you will ſend me the ſeveral articles 
ſpecified in the order incloſed. As from our long con- 
nexion, I am perſuaded you have a due ſenſe of the du- 
ties of commercial life, I cannot doubt of your attention 
to the quality of the goods, or your care in diſpatching 
them. I am Sir, your moſt humble ſervant, 


David Dittcent. 


3 LETTER LVIII.—%e Anſwer, 

* 1 advice of the goods ſhipped on board the Suc- 
ceſs, Captain Fairweather, came duly to hand, and 

I have the pleaſure to inform you of their arrival, a ſhort 
time after the packet. I ſhall ſhip on board the Speed— 
well, Captain Bluffman, the ſeveral articles ſpecified in 
your order, and a&, I hope, upon the principles you 
mention, from a due cenyiction of their importance 0 
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the mercantile line, The continuance of our correſpond- 
ence will be highly acceptable to me, and I doubt not of 
its being productive of our mutual benefit. 
J remain, Sir, your humble ſervant, 
Thomas TREATFAIR, 


LETTER -LIX.— From a young Man bred to the ſea, 
requeſting of a diſtant Relation the loan of a ſmall Jum of 
money, to enable him to proceed on a voyage. 

Dear Sir, 
I SHOULD not preſume to trouble you on the pre- 
ſent occaſion, did I not bear in remembrance the 
eſteem you teſtified for my late father. His generous and 
unſuſpictous temper, you well know, laid him open to the 
deſigns of the crafty and overbearing, by which means he 
was reduced to indigent circumſtances ſome time. before 
his death, I am now ſhipped as ſecond mate on board a 
large veſſel bound to the iſland of Jamaica, but deſtitute 
of money to procure not only a venture, but neceſſaries 
for the voyage, which I muſt of courſe decline, if not 
aſſiſted by ſome benevolent hand. This is the true ſtate 
of my caſe, which I take the liberty to lay before you, as 
a plea for my entreating of you the favour to advance me, 
on the beſt ſecurity I can give, the ſum of zol. This 
aſſiſtance, in all probability, will be the occaſion of my 
future welfare in life, and will be ever remembered and 
acknowledged with that gratitude, which will be always 
due from, ' Your molt humble ſervant, 
Hexry Hazard. 


—_— 


LETTER LX.,—Thbe Anſwer. 
Dear Harry, Dec. 29. 
HE manner of your addreſs upon an occaſion which 

much affects me, confirms the opinion I have long 
entertained of your modeſty and candour, and while it brings, 
to mind the remembrance of a worthy, though unfortu- 
nate relative, it diſpoſes me not only to pity, but ſuccour 
his hapleſs ſon. I receive that requeſt with a ſenſible 
pleaſure, which you preferred with a becoming difidence, 
and rejoice in an opportunity of ſerving a. worthy young 
man. Let me know your fituation more particularly, 

point out any reaſonable views that may preſent, and * 

| | then 
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then ſhall find in me a friend, not merely in word, I exped 
you to dine with me on Thurſday next, and am, 

Your's moſt ſincerely, WALTER WorThny, 


— — 


LETTER LXI.—To a Friend, limiting the re-payment 
of a ſum of money to à certain time. 
S IR, 
RECEIVED yours, ſtating your preſent ſituation, and 
requeſting ef me the loan of 40l. to anſwer an im- 
mediate purpoſe, which you poſitively aftirm it will be in 
your power to re-pay in three months, As I am diſ- 
poſed to oblige you, though it will be attended with ſome 
Inconvenience, I have incloſed you a bank-note to the 
amount ſpecified; but am under a neceſlity of conjuring 
you, by all the ties of friendſhip, to make a point, at all 
events, of keeping the time of re- payment molt preciſely, 
as a failure therein would be attended to me with very 
injurious conſequences, To enforce this injunction, I 
muſt aſſure you, that what I now do to ſerve you but 
little ſuits the ſtate of my finances, and is the ſole effect 
of a friendly regard. 1 am, your's, 
SAMUEL STRAINAPOINT» 


LETTER LXII.— o a Friend, who had poſtponed ful. 
filling his promiſe of lending a ſum of money on an exigence. 
Dear Friend, 
A I preſumed the kind promiſe you made me twelve 
days ago, of lending me gol. upon my dond, aroſe 
from a friendly motive of ſerving me, in a point no lets 
eſſential than that of preſerving my credit, I muſt affure 
you that I feel the diſappointment more ſenſibly than I 
can expreſs. Not doubting your word, I looked no far- 
ther, and am thereby involved in the utmoſt perplexity, 
as the day ſet for anſwering an indiſpenſable demand ap- 
proaches, and I ſtill remain in an uncertainty of poſſet- 
ſing the means. I hope no prejudice on your part, nor 
mi enreſeanetion on that of any other, has induced you 
to ſwerve from your purpoſe, as the time wil] not ad- 
mit of applying elſewhere, and my credit is wholly at 
flake. TI ſhall wait on you the day after to-morrow, to 
kuow your pleaſure, and am, Sir, l 


Your moſt obliged humble ſervant, 
2 L E T- 


| 
| 
| 
q 
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LBTTER LXIII.— Apology to a perſon deſirous of borrowing 


ney 
8 IX, | 
N matters of moment it is my with to be as brief, 
though explicit, as poſſible: ſuffer me, therefore, in 


replying to your requeſt, to aſſure you, that the ſtate of my 


finances is not adequate to anſwer the demands made upon 
me, and therefore, to wave excuſe for non-compliance, 
I am, your's, &c. 
Laurence Laconic. 


LETTER LXIV.—To the fame purport. 
S I R, 
Am ſorry to inform you, that my caſe is ſo ſimilar te 
your's, as to require the ſame kind office of ſome 
cther, for which you apply to me. Remember the old 
adage—** A word to the wiſe,”  Your's, &c. 
7 Bog SHORT, 


LETTER LXV.—Rerommending @a Man Servant. 
S I R, 
IN reply to your polite addreſs, deſiring a character of 
the bearer, who has been employed in my ſervice during 
a ſeries of ſix years, I can aſſure you, upon my honour, that 
his knowledge and diligence in the buſineſs he profeſſes to 
undertake, entitle him to a recommendation worthy of 
your notice, To theſe qualifications are added, honeſty 
and ſobriety, which 1 preſume, taken together, form the 
eſſentials of the character of a ſervant. I am, your's, &c. 
Lewis LOVEMERIT. 


LETTER LXVI.—Reque/ting the Character of a 
Houſekeeper © 
MabAu, 8 

RS. KEYS, who lately lived with you in the capa- 

city of a houſekeeper, in conſequence of intelli- 

gence of a vacancy in my family, has applied to me for 
employ in the fame line. As you are doubtleſs as con- 
ſcious as myſelf of the importance of the truſt and qualifi- 
cations neceſſary for the due diſcharge of it, her engage- 
ment in my ſervice will depend on the character ſhe he 
ſuſtained in your's ; for which I rely on your honour and 
veracity, Your anſwer by the bearer will greatly oblige, 

Madam, your obedient ſervant, 


Dixan DAIN TY. 
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2 FAMILIAR, USEFUL, INSTRUCTIVE, 
LETTER LXVII.—The Anſwer. 


Manam, 

RS. KEYS, our late houſekeeper, waited on me 

with your's, reſpecting her character; in reply to 

which I can take upon me to recommend her as a perſon 

fully competent to the ſeveral departments in her line 

and poſſeſſing a ſhare of good-nature, as well as being 

ſoberly and honeſtly inclined. I am, Madam, 

Your humble ſervant, | 
CATHARINE CAN Doux. 


—_— —— 


LETTER LXVIII — Enguiring the Character of a 
Cook-Maid. 
Mavpan, 

Woman, who calls herſelf Dorothy Dripping, ap- 

plying to me to be hired as cook, and informing 
me ſhe laſt lived in your family, you will excuſe the trouble 
I give you, in defiring the favour of a line reſpecting her 
Character, according to the cuſtom neceſſarily followed 
upon ſuch occaſions. I am, Madam, your's, &c. 
DenorRan Decent. 


_—_—_— 


» 


5 LETTER LXIX.— he Auſgver. 
Mabau, 
ISAGREEMENT amongſt ſervants, than which 
nothing is more common or more diſguſiful to heads 
of families, rendered it expedient for me to part with 
Dorothy our cook. This I can aſſure you was the ſole cauſe, 
as ] muſt ſay ſhe is very expert and cleanly in her buſineſs ; 
nor did I ever find her addicted to any bad habits or cuſ- 
toms. I am, Madam, your's, &c. 
Lovisa Lovereace. 


—— 


LETTER LXX.—To a Friend on breach of promiſe, in 
the neglett of repaying à Sum lent. 

S I R, 
OU muſt recollect, that when you applied to me, re- 
queſting the loan of 40l. with poſitive declaration of 
Tepaying me in three months, I complied with your defire, 
and at the ſame time repreſented to you the very injurious 
conſequences with which your failure would be attended to 
me. Six months are now elapſed, and have paſſed unno- 
ticed by you. What can I infer from ſuch treatment, 0 
| | that 
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that I was deceived in my opinion of your principle? I 
thought you a man of probity, and as ſuch ſtrained a point 
to ſerve you, for the ſole motive, as I obſerved, of a 
friendly regard. I can hardly refrain ſtill from 5 
you one of thoſe I admitted into the number of my friends 
from a perſuaſion of your title to ſocial regard; convince 
me that you are ſo, and obviate the diſagreeable neceſlity 
of reproaching you with ingratitude, and myſelf with folly, 
I am, your's, &c. 
SAMUEL STRAINAPOINT» 


i. 


— 


LETTER LXXI.— From a Merchant in London to a young 
Man going to the Weſt-Indies. | 
Dear Tom, a | 
OUR's, dated from Liverpool, came duly to hand. 
I have ſent you what thought neceſſary for the pro- 
ſecution of your voyage to Barbadoes, with recommenda- 
tions to my correſpondents on the iſland. I make no doubt 
of your obtaining a ſituation in a capital counting-houſe, 
and as it is common for clerks in that country to trade a 
little for themſelves, would offer a word of advice on that 
ſubject. Purchaſe only the natural productions of the 
iſland; you are well acquainted with them from being ſo 
long in my counting-houſe. What you buy coaſign to 
me, and I will diſpoſe of them to the beſt advantage, and 
in return I will ſend you ſuch goods as I ſhall deem moſt 
ſaleable, by which means you will always be turning your 
money. Let diligence and integrity be your guides, and 
then fear not of eſs. I am, your ſincere friend, 
Roner'r RumMBO. 


LETTER LXXII.—The young Man's Anſwer after his 
Arrival at Barbadoes. 

Honoured Sir, | 
Hope my letter of acknow ledgment of the receipt of 
your's at Liverpool, with your other favours, came 
duly to hand, and ſhall now take the liberty of communi- 
cating to you the particulars of my ſituation ſince my ar- 
rival on this iſland. I am ſettled with Mr. Candour, a 
merchant of probity and property, and upon terms ade- 

quate to my moſt ſanguine wiſhes. The converſation here 
is engroſſed by the ſubject of the flave-trade, which ſome 
time ago engaged the _— of the Britiſh parliament. 
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The grand plea of the advocates in its favour is indiſpen- 
fable neceſſity, whilſt thoſe on the oppoſite fide contend 
that no neceſſity can juſtify inhumanity. My maſter ſtre- 
nuouſly aſſerts the common rights of mankind of every 
climate and complexion, as the creatures of the univerſally 
benevolent parent of nature, whoſe goodneſs 1s extended 
to all his works. I have ever been of his opinion, and 

cannot be an eye-witneſs of the eruelties exerciſed on my 
fellow-creatures without horror, But waving the melan- 
choly theme, I take the liberty of informing you, that I 
ſhall ſhortly trouble you with the confignment of ſome 
commodities, the natural productions of the iſland, which 
J have purchaſed, according to your inſtructions, and de- 
fire you to uſe your diſcretion with reſpe&t to the diſpoſal 
of them, and the choice of the articles in return, Preſent 
my reſpects to whom due; and believe me to be, honoured 
Sir, Your moſt gratefui ſervant, 


QvinTiN QUILL. 


LETTER LXXIII.— From a Gentleman 10 his Nephew, a 
young man going to the Eaft-lndies. 
Dear Dick, | 
Am happy to find that the Intereſt -I have exerted in 
1 your favour has produced the deſired effect, having 
through my intereſt with ſome of the directors of the Eaſt. 
India company, procured you an eligible ſituation abroad. 
There are ſome things, however, of which I muſt remind 
you reſpecting the regulation of your conduct. The advan - 
tage to be derived from your ſituation will greatly depend 
on yourſelf, Many circumſtances will occur, of which 
you never thought. Your health muſt be one grand object 
of your care, in a climate not congenial with your conſti- 
tution, To this nothing will ſo effectually conduce as ſo- 
briety, to preſerve which you muſt reject the ſolicitations of 
young men of volatile paſſions, who would lead you to 
ſpend your time in idleneſs and diſſipation. In a count 
where you wil' have frequent opportunity of taking advan- 
tage at the expence of honour, juſtice, and humanity, I 
muſt beg of you never to avail yourſelf of that circum- 
ſtance, Bear conſtantly in your mind, that a penny ac- 
quired with honeſty is of more intrinſic value than pounds 
procured by fraud and barbarity. Peace of mind 1s ſupe- 
rior to all the blandiſhments of this world, and an approving 
, conſcience 
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confcience is a continual feaſt, I have ſent you every thing 
neceſſary for the voyage, and commending you to the care 
and protection of an all-wiſe providence, remain, 
Your's molt affectionately, 
BENJAMIN BENEVOLENT. 


LETTER LXXIV.—T he Anfwer. 
Honoured Sir, 
Am at a loſs in what manner to expreſs my grateful 
ſenſe of the favours you have heaped upon me. My 
education, on the demiſe of my father, became the firſt 
object of your care, and now you appear as ſolicitous for 
my advancement in life, as you were for my preparation 
for it. The laſt inſtance of your friendly, I may ſay pa- 
ternal regard, calls for my warmeſt acknowledgment, and 
I ſhould be guilty of the fouleſt of crimes, were I remiſs 
in my attention to your ſalutary advice, I ſhall be 
attentive to your injunction with reſpe& to availing myſelf 
of certain advantages, at the expence of thaſe principles 
which alone conſtitute reſpectability of character, ever 
remembering, that it is much more noble to be a good than 
a great man, I return you my ſincereſt thanks for your 
favours in general, and ſhall be happy in proving with 
what profound reſpect I am, honoured Sir, 
Your moſt devoted nephew, 

GREGORY GRATEFUL» 


LETTER LXXV.—From a young Man going to ſettle * 


Oporto to an Uncle, who bad retired from buſingſi. 
Kind Sir, | 

ROM the experience I have had of your care and 

indulgence, ſince the death of my worthy parents, I 
am convinced it is both my duty and intereſt to open my 
mind to my belt friend and benefactor. I ſhall therefore 
wave apology, and frankly acquaint you that I am dif- 
poſed to try my fortune abroad, as an vpportunity now 
offers for ſo doing. Mr. Pipe, the wine merchant, whom 
you well know, has declined buſineſs, and made it over to 
his ſon. The young gentleman, who is going to ſettle at 
Oporto, has offered to make me his principal clerk, and 
to allow me an extraordinary ſalary, beſides conſiderable 
perquiſites. The propoſal to me appears advantageous z 


indeed it is my humble opinion, that by accepting it I 
all 


C 4 


36 FAMILIAR, USEFUL, INSTRUCTIVE, 


ſhall have an opportunity of becoming more acquainted 
with the world, and of acquiring, in a reaſonable time, 
as much as will enable me to ſet up buſineſs. I ſubmit 
the matter, however, to your better judgement, by which 
[ defire ever to be guided; and am, your dutiful nephew, 

GEORGE LEDGER. 


* 


_ 


LETTER LXXVL—The Anſwer. 
Dear Nephew, 
OUR dutiful attachment to me, and regular conduct 
in life, afford me the greateſt pleaſure. I have duely 
confidered the matter you ſubmit to my judgement ; and 
am of opinion, that the propoſal made by Mr. Pipe is very 
eligible, I have, however, ſomething to communicate, 
which I think worthy of your attention, 

You are now going to a ſtrange country, where you will 
find opinions, modes, and cuſtoms, different from thoſe 
which prevail in that of your nativity, I recommend you, 
therefore, to remember, that notwithſtanding this differ- 
ence in trifling matters, human nature is the ſame in all 
ages, and in all nations, Upon this principle I offer you 
my advice: let your behaviour, not only to thoſe with 
whom you are immediately connected, but to the natives 
in genera], be obliging and complaiſant. Be very careful 
to avoid any ſarcaſm or raillery on their religion. They 
are great bigots, and would not heſitate to reſent what 
you might think a jeſt at the expence of your life. Avoid 
gallantry as carefully, they are jealous to madneſs, which 
has impelled them frequently to acts of deſperation, 
Laſtly, be juſt in all your dealings with them, that your 
country may never be diſhonoured by any part of your 
conduct. You will accept of the encloſed for the uſes re- 
quired on the preſent occaſion, and as attended with the 
beſt wiſhes of your affectionate uncle, 

5 SAMUEL LEDGER». 


— 


LETTER LXXVII.—Trom «a Rider, in the Country, to his 
| Employer, in London. 

8 1 R, Lincoln. 

HEN I wrote to you laſt from Boſton, in this 

county, I tranſmitted you a minute account of 

debts collected, and orders received. I doubt not but you 

will judge from thence that matters go on ny hi- 

| therto. 
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therto, Having waited on our three principal correſpon- 
dents in this city, I am to inform you, that two of them 
have diſcharged their bills, and given freſh orders to a 
conſiderable amount; but the other ſtill continues tardy. 
You will readily perceive that I mean Mr. Slowman, whoſe 
affairs I am given to underſtand are in a very embarraſſed 
ſituation. Some people here are of opinion that a ſtatute of 
bankruptcy wall taken out againſt him, whilſt others - 
talk of a compromiſe. I have been adviſed to arreſt him 
in your name for the debt that is owing, but as this is a 
tender point, I dare not proceed in it, without your au- 
thority ; nor does it become me to diftate to you, but to 
receive and act according to your inſtructions. I ſhall, 
therefore, not take any meaſure till I know your pleaſure, 
with which I hope to be favoured by return of poſt ; and, 
remain, Sir, your devoted ſervant, 


ms 


HENRY HoRSEMANs 


LETTER LXXVIIL—The Anjwer, 

Dear Harry, London. 
OUR's from Lincoln came duly to hand, and gave 
me a mixture of pleaſure and pain. Before you 
tranſmitted me an account of the ſtate of Mr. Slowman's 
affairs, I had information of the 1ame from a neighbour, 
whoſe rider had juſt left Lincoln, I highly approve of 
your conduct with reſpe&t to him. If matters can be 
brought to a compromiſe, I will accede to ſuch terms as 
may. be propoſed. Proceed with the like prudence and 
diligence you have hitherto done, and reſt aſſured you 
mall not fail of reward, from your's, &c. 


Moses MaRrkMERITe 


LETTER LXXIX.—From a Tradeſman in London, to a 
Correſpondent in Liverpool. 
„ N | London. 

AVING written to you thrice on buſineſs of import- 
ance, and without your taking the leaſt notice, I mult 

now decline all ceremony, and demand of you an explicit 
reaſon for ſuch extraordinary conduct. You know the indiſ- 
penſable neceſſity of money for carrying on trade, which 
muſt be attended to with a fort of laborious permanency, or 


no good conſequences can be reaſonably expected. Na 


man has a right to gratify * inclination at the expence of 
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his neighbour. Your ſilence upon ſuch material buſineſs, 
after ſo often writing to you, gives me no ſmall uneaſineſs, 
I therefore beg to hear from you by return of poſt, other. 
wiſe I ſhall charge you with baſeneſs, and want of genero- 
ſity, and treat you accordingly. Iam, your's, &c. 


PAUL PLAINTRUTH. 


2 

LETTER LXXX.—The Anſwer. 
S I R, Liverpool. 
fg neon your letter conveys expreſſions that cannot 

but appear to me harſh and diſagreeable, I mull, 
upon deliberate reflection, exempt, you from cenſure. I 
fatter myſelf, however, with being able to aſſign ſuch rea- 
ſons for the neglect with which I am charged, as will give 
you entire ſatisfaction, and reſtore me to your good opi- 
nion. Know then, fir, that when your letters came (which 
they did in the courſe of three ſucceeding poſts) I was on a 
journey to Mancheſter, and my ſhopman, daily expecting 
my return, thought it moſt expedient to ſubmit them to my 
inſpection, without undertaking to anſwer them, a buſi- 
nels I ordered him always to leave to me, I am as ſenſible 
of the neceſſity of money for carrying on trade as you can 
be, and from that conviction happy in being able to ſend 
you the encloſed order, payable at ſight, 

The articles you ſent me are unexceptionable in their 
quality, and the prices ſeverally affixed muſt be admitted 
highly reaſonable, conſiderations which certainly entitle 
you to attention and punctuality, I remain, your's, 
Francis FusT1AN. 


LETTER LXXXI.— From a Merchant at Liſbon, to bis 
Correſpondent in London. 
SIR, | 


OU would have received your order moſt probably 
before now, had not the packet which brought your 
letter, by ſome accident been detained a conſiderable time 
at Corke, where it had been driven by contrary winds, 
However, as we expected to hear from you, moſt of the 
articles you want were packed before the order arrived, 
which of courſe wili obviate delay The wine I am con- 
fident will prove of excellent quality: but the lemons, I 
fear, will not give ſo much ſatisfaction. However, if 
complaints ſhould be made by any of youy cuſtomers, you 
*% Lay 
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may be aſſured that no better can be procured at this ſea- 
ſon of the year. Your remittance was very acceptable at 
the time it arrived, as I was diſappointed in my expecta- 
tion of receiving a conſiderable ſum from Briſtol, You are 
requeſted to forward the linen ordered in my laſt, becauſe 
we have great demands for that article. As for the aſſort- 
ment in the ironmongery branch, it muſt be left to you, 
without ſpecifying particulars. Some of the laſt articles 
received had been damaged, but that I am ready to ſup- 
poſe was unknown to you, otherwiſe you would by no 
means have ſent them. I ſhall rely on your perſonal 
care and inſpection reſpecting every article contained in 
my orders, as you muſt be convinced of the neceſſity of 
ſuch caution, I am, your's, &c. 
Giles GRAPEJUICE» 


LETTER LXXXII.—The Anſwer. 
S IR, 

Received the wines and fruit which arrived in the 
ſhip Goodwill, and find them correſpond with your 
deſcription ; but am concerned that you ſhould have cauſe 
to complain of any commodity I tranſmitted to ou. To 
be plain with you, I truſted to my broker, who I find 
has deceived me, which I ſhall take care he ſhall not do a 
ſecond time, as from henceforward all dealing between him 
and me ſhall ceaſe. The different articles of hardware 
have been ſelected under my immediate ſuperintendance, 
ſo that I doubt not of your finding them ai:{wer your ex- 

pectation. I remain; your's, &. 
| Vincent VARIOUS. 


LETTER LXXXIII.— From a Clerk at Bengal, to his Fa- 


ther in London. 


Honoured Sir, 
ONSCIOUS of the duty I owe you, I cannot let an 
opportunity paſs that affords me the means of ex- 


preſſing the ſenſe I ſhall ever retain of it. I have the plea- 


ſure to inform you, by the ſhip Cſterly, which is juſt ready 
to ſa:} with the fleet for Fnglaud, that fince my arrival 


here, my ſucceſs has exceeded my expeRations. You will 


find, from what I have ſent on boa:d the Ofterly, that I 
have not miſapplied my time, though I can aſſure you I 
have uſed 1:9 illegal methods, ever remembering the maxim, 
that ill-gotten wealth is a curſe inſtead of a bleſſing. I am 

| C6 determined 
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determined upon the whole, that your advice ſhall be the 
rule of my conduct. You are to me the beſt of fathers, I 
am therefore bound to abide by your directions. You will 
uſe your own diſcretion in the diſpoſal of the goods I have 
fent ; and next ſeaſon I ſhould be glad to have a return of 
ſhoes and hardware, as thoſe articles commonly enſure 


| ſucceſs, I am with reſpe&ful compliments where due, 


Honoured Sir, your moſt dutiful ſon, 
Michal MusLine 


—_— i 


LETTER LXXXIV.—The Anſwer. 
Dear Son, 
Wim infinite pleaſure I received an additional teſ- 
timony of your dutiful regard, in your letter by 
the Oſterly, and rejoice to hear that your ſucceſs has ex- 
ceeded your expectations. The goods came ſafe to hand, 
and I have endeavoured to diſpoſe of them to the beſt ad- 
vantage. The articles which you think moſt commonly 
ſucceſsful I have particularly attended to, and thoſe, with 
others, I have ſent by the Edgecote Eaſt-Indiaman, hoping 
you will receive them all ſafe, May proſperity attend all 
your laudable undertakings; may you never ſwerve from 
the rule of equity, but perſevere in well doing, as the 
ſureſt foundation of your real happineſs, is the ardent wiſh of, 
Your affectionate father, 
M. MusLin. 


LETTER LXXXV.—From a Wholeſale Dealer in London, 
to a Correſpondent at Birmingham. 
HS 


OUR order came duly to hand, and the articles ſpe- 
cificd in it ſhall be ſeat by the Birmingham waggon 
the latter end of the week. It is with pleafure I inform 
you, that trade 1s not ſo bad in London as ſome have 
weakly imagined, and others induſtriouſly inſinuated. 
There have been capital failures indeed of late, but I can- 
nos apprehend they will much affe& the general run of 
trade. The goods | have ſent you are equal to any that 
can be procured in London, and I ſincerely with you 
ſucceſs in all your undertakings. 

Your's, &c. 
 TivoTHY SVRECARD. 
LET. 


1 
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LETTER LXXXVI.—The Anſaver. 
Dear Sir. 


122 your parcels by the waggon, and though [ 


have not had time to examine them, doubt not but 
that they will be found fully to anſwer the deſcription you 
have given. I am glad to hear that trade in London is not 
ſo much on the decline as ſome have reported. I have 
only to obſerve that we have lately had ſeveral good orders 
from correſpondents of undoubted credit, and am, 
Your's, &c. Francis FORGE. 


LETTER LXXXVII.—t rom a young Man auh had Failed 


1 


in buſineſs to a Gentleman of fortune. 
Honoured Sir, . 
Apply to you in my preſent ſituation, from the exalted 
character you bear, of being ever diſpoſed to acts of 
humanity. It was my misfortune to enter upon a buſineſs, 
with the nature of which I was in a great meaſure unac- 
quainted. After having been about two years in buſineſs, 
toavoid the miſeries of a priſon, I took ſhelter in London, 
where I have derived all my ſupport from a brother, who 
is in but very indifferent circumſtances. In this me- 
lancholy ſtate I was informed that a relation of your's at 
Mancheſter wanted a clerk, in the room of one who 1s go- 
ing abroad, and therefore embrace this early opportunity 
of writing to you, to ſolicit your recommendation, I 
have yet ſome friends who will give ſecurity for any truſt 


repoſed in me, and I hope that no part of my conduct will 


ever give offence. Though I have been unfortunate, I 
truſt J ſha'l never be diſhoneſt, If you ever did a generous 
action (and I know of many) the grant of the favour now 
requeſted will add to the number, as well as lay me under 
the moſt laſting obligations. Waiting your pleaſure, if 
you will deign to let me hear from you, I am, vir, in the 
molt re ſpectful manner, Your's, &c. 

Hucn Horeress. * 


LETTER LXXXVIIL.—The Anjaver. 
Friend Hopeleſs, 
OUR's I received, and am much concerned for your 
misfortunes, to alleviate which I have chearfuliy com- 
plied with your requeſt, and my relation has conſented to 
receive you. Go immediately to Mancheſter, as no time 
15 to be loſt; this is a neceſſary conſideration, becauſe yon 


ſhould 
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ſhould have ſome knowledge of the buſineſs before the 
clerk goes away. I have done all in my power to ſerve you, 
and ſent ſomething encloſed to defray your expences. 


Jam, your well-wiſher, 
GeoRGe GRACEFUL. 


n— * 


LETTER LXXXIX.— From a Tradeſman deſirous of 
retiring from buſineſs to his Friend in the country, 


Dear Friend, 

Have now been, as you well know, near thirty years in 

trade, nor have I ſpent the whole of that in vain,— 
God has been pleaſed to bleſs my honeſt endeavours, in- 
ſomuch, that I poſſeſs what I think a competence to retire 
from the noiſe and buſtle of life, I have ſettled all my 
accounts to the general ſatis faction of thoſe with whom J 
was concerned. My wife and only ſon died about two 
years ago of an epidemical diſtemper, within a ſhort ſpace 
of time from each other, and it may be juſtly ſaid, that! 
have been 1n a ſtate of mourning ever fince : I therefore 
beg that you would look out for a ſnug convenient ſpot, 
where I may end my days in folitude—and you will confer 
a laſting obligation on, yours ſincerely, 


Rog ER T RIiCHENOUGH, 


* 5 * — v—ä— 


LETTER XC,—The Anſwer, 


My dear Friend, 

Rejoice that ſucceſs has crowned your honeſt endea- 

vours, and that you have formed a reſolution of end- 
ing your days in tranquillity, as I have done, and find no 
rcaſon to repent. I have looked out for a proper place, 
where you will be well accommodated. The houſe is 
ſituated near the church, ſo that you will have frequent 
opportunities of attending divine worſhip, The proſpec 
is* agreeable, and there are many pleaſing walks, calcu» 
lated to brizg the mind into a ſolid frame of thinking. 
Every thing ſhall be ready for your reception, therefore 
let me beg to hear from you as ſoon as poſſible. 


I am, your's fincerely, 
OLIVER OLÞDFRIEND. 
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LETTER XCI.—To a Merchant in London, giving orders 
for the ſhipping of goods, 

SIR, Piymouth, March 15. 
Received your's, acknowledging the receipt of my 
laſt with the encloſed draft on Mr. Peter Punctual, to 
the amount of your demand, You will be pleaſed to ſhip 
for me, on board the firſt veſſel bound. for this port, ſix 
hogſheads of Jamaica ſugar, ſix puncheons of molaſſes, 
and fix barrels of Malaga raiſins. For quality and charge 
I rely upon your integrity and moderation; and remain, 


Sir, vour's, &c. 
SAMUEL SrRIVEWELL. 


_—_—_ 


LETTER XCII.—4rnfaver to the foregoing, written under 
the bill of parcels. 
Mir. Strivewell, 
URSUANT to your's of the 15th inſtant, I have ſent 
the articles therein ordered, as per bill of parcels 
above, which I hope you will receive ſafe, and to your 
ſatisfaction, by the ſhip Coaſter, Simon Starboard, Matter; 


for Plymouth. Aſſuring you that your commands ſhall, at 


all times, be punctually executed, I remain, 
Vour moſt humble ſervant, 
Micyaer Manywmeans. 


PE 


LETTER XCIII.— From a Wholeſale Dealer in London to a 
country ſhophkeeper, who had left him for another, 

Mr. 'Truepenny, 
Am concerned, that the correſpondence maintained be- 
tween us, for ſeveral years, has been diſcontinued, as 
I am not conſcious of having been, in any one inſtance, 
the cauſe of it, and ſtill retain a great eſteem for you, 
You may reſt aſſured, that none will be more ready to give 
you every opportunity of advantage than myſelf, Let me, 
therefore propoſe to renew our former dealings, and doubt 
not but whatever goods your commiſſions may direct in my 
way, ſhall be charged on the molt reaſonable terms. 

Pp J am, Sir, your's, &c. 
London. Donald DRATLTAIR. 


LET. 
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LETTER CXIV.—- rem a Shopheeper in the Country to a 
Merchant in London, deſiring to be informed of the 
current prices of ſeveral commoaities., 

SIR, | 

OU will permitme to requeſt as a favour, that youwill 

adviſe me, by return of poſt, of the current prices of 
the ſeveral goods undermentioned, for which if they ſhould 
prove agreeable, and admit of a living profit, I may ſpeedily 
tranſmit a conſiderable order from myſelf and correſpon- 
dents. Waiting your immediate anſwer, I remain, reſpec- 

fully, Sir, Your's, &c. 1 

VALERTINE VARIOUS. 


LETTER CXV.—The Anjawer, 
Mr. Various, : 

URSUANT to requeſt in your laſt, this ſerves to in- 
P form you, that the commodities, concerning the 
prices of which you want information, are, in general, 
much cheaper than they were during the war. } would 
recommend this as a proper time for you and your friends 
to purchaſe, aſſuring you that you may rely on our beſt en- 
deavours to promote our mutual advantage in trade. 

I remain, your's, &c. 
OLIVER OPULENT., 


LETTER XCVI.— Accompanying a Bill of Exchange 
| : remitted to London. 
Meſſrs. Brine and Pickle, | 

URSUANT to promiſe in my laſt, I here ſubjoin my 
P draft for ninety-five pounds ten ſhillings on Sir Henry 
Hoardman and Co. in your favour, Pleaſe to adviſe the 
receiptof the ſame by return of poſt, and if any material va- 
riation has happened in any of the articles of trade between 
us, inform me of the particulars, for my future conduct. 
I remain, in the mean time, moſt reſpectfully, 
hs Your humble ſervant, 


NATHANIEL NEVERFPAIL., 


82 
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LETTER XCVII.—The Anſwer. 

8 IR, 
IE acknowledge the receipt of your laſt favour, with 
your draft encloſed on Sir Henry Hoardman and 
Co, value ninety-five pounds, ten ſhillings, for which we 
return you our hearty thanks. There is no material altera- 
| 1013 
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tion in the prices of goods, except in that of Spaniſh 
indigo, which 1s conſiderably reduced, When any thing 
farther is wanted, you may depend on the punctual exe- 
cution of your commands. We beg leave reſpectfully to 
ſabſcribe ourſelves, Sir, your moſt obliged, 
And moſt humble ſervants, 
BRINE and PicxLzx, 


bs 
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LETTERS or Love, CourTsHip, Gal- 
LANTRY, MARRIAOE, Sc. 


LETTER XCVIII.—From a young Gentleman to his 
Father, pleading excuſe for ſome indiſcretions into «which 
he had been hurried through the prevalence of the paſſron of 


love. 


Honoured Sir, 

S you have given me an education ſuitable to the 
fortune I hold in expeRance, and treated me in 
every inſtance with a degree of affection, that calls for the 
warmeſt effuſions of duty, I confeſs myſelf amenable to 
you for every part of my conduct in life. Your gentle 
reproof for ſome indiſcretions of which I am conſcious, 
I cannot but receive with due ſubmiſſion, and muſt now 
prefer my plea for one of a very peculiar nature. A few 
days after my arrival at myuncle's at Bath, I became ena- 
moured of a lovely young creature,inferior f:r to me in for- 
tune, but ſurpaſling all her ſex that I have ſeen in mental 
and perſonal accompliſkments. To engage her affection, 
Imuſt own I incurred expences beyond the bounds of m 
allowance. This conduct, though culpable, I hope is 
pardonable, eſpecially as it ariſes from the prevalence of 
love, a paſſion that has ſubdued the moſt renowned cha- 
raters ancient and modern. However, when on my 
return home, I inform you of the parentage and connec» 
tionsof the young lady, you diſapprove of my preſent incli- 
nation, I will pry Bans. 4 to ſuppreſs it. In the mean time 
I beg the remittance of 1001. for which, as well as all 
other fayours, I ſubſcribe myſelf, 

| Your dutiful ſon, &c. 
| L ET- 
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LETTER XCIX.—Di/cle/ing the paſſion of love to a femal 


Fr a plain conciſe manner. 
Dear Miſs, 00 
HE only apology I wiſh to make for acquainting you 
with the ardent paſſion TI entertain for you is founded 
on the baſis of ſincerity, which as it is moſt juſtifiable in 
point of cauſe I hope will prove ſo in point of effed, 
Having thus introduced my plea, you cannot, I preſume 
blame me for diſcloſing that which I long laboured in 
vain to conceal, The paſſion I allude to you may nos 
eaſily perceive is love. I have beheld you unobſerved with Wh 
attention, till I was led inſenſibly to behold you with ad. Wn: 
miration, and read in your viſage all that is. amiable. Aha 
your countenance indicates ſenſibility, your mind, I an Wit 
perſuaded, is ſuſceptible of impreſſion, and thereby I anWy 
encouraged to prefer my addreſſes, and indulge at leaſt 2 Wha 
diſtant hope of ſucceſs, But as time is required to prove or 
the reality of any profeſſion, and to fix preliminaries to ie 
tranſactions of the higheſt moment, I entreat the favour Wha 
of paying you a viſit on Tueſday evening next, which will We: 
afford the greateſt pleaſure to 5 
Your devoted ſervant to command. e 


LETTER C. — From a young Man pf reſpectable cha. au- 
rafter to a lady, with whom he became enamoured at 4 
place of public reſort. 

ADAM, 
OU will, I hope, pardon the liberty uſed upon this 
occaſion, when you are informed, with all due ſub- 
miſſion, that it is the irreſiſtible effect of a paſſion I con- | 

ccived for you, from having had an opportunity of mi 

rutely obſerving the charms of your perfon yeſterday even- 

ing t Vauxhall. I have ſome reaſon to think that myi£. 
glances did not paſs unnoticed by you, nor could I per- 

ceive any token of diſdain, Though at preſent I addreß g. 

you as a ſtranger, if you will honour me with an inter« 

view, I will ſatisfy you, as well as all who may be con- 
cerned, with reſpect to every particular of my ſituation in Hf 
life, family connections, and commercial views, that ma th 
be deemed neceſſary to be known previous to an allowed 
intercourſe. As my deſigns are thus apparently honour- 
able, I flatter myſelf you will, unleſs pre-engaged, com- 
ply with my entreaty, and deign me the honour of an op- 
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rtunity of paying you my perſonal reſpects. Waiting 


ou pleaſure, I am, madam, _ 
Your devoted ſervant, 


ded LETTER Cl.—Frem the Lady's Aunt to the above. 
in Dear Sir, 
ed. A s your open and candid manner of addreſs beſpeaks 
me you in every reſpect a gentleman, it is a duty found- 
in Wd on the rules of politeneſs to pay attention to it. At 
one inſtance therefore of my neice, Miſs Fanny Richly, 
1th Who, from motives of prudence and modeſty, declines an 
ad. Inmediate anſwer herſelf, I take upon me to aſſure you, 
As What your declared predilection in her favour has not met 
am {With an unſuitable regard, Her heart has hitherto been her 
am Non; it now ſeems to be in a ſtate of fluctuation, but who 
2 Hay become its permanent poſſeſſor is yet unknown. From 
ove our generous offer of ſatisfaction reſpecting matters of the 
to FWhighelt imp :ance to the happineſs of the conjugal ſtate, it 
our {nay reaſonably be ſuppoſed your character, in point of 
vill genuine merit, will be enhanced by enquiry. But this 
uſt be referred to future occaſion ; at preſent, I will 
enture to conjecture at leaſt, that a viſit will not be very 
— {Wiſagreeable, and I have a ſhrewd gueſs that it will even- 
ha Itually conduce to the union of the parties. 
4 > J am, Sir, your molt humble ſervant, 


LETTER CIL.—To a young Lady, on the power of love 
over the concerns of courtſhip. 

Dear Madam, 
Y preſent ſituation brings to my recollection what 
I have read concerning the paſlion of love over its 
devotees, with reſpect to its depriving them at one and the 
ſame time of a capacity for expreſſing it in a graceful and 
becoming manner, as well as the power of maintaining a 
cautionary ſilence, From the awe with which I am af- 


7. 


4 fected by your preſence, I ſtand in this predicament, as loſt 
Ko to the power of expreſſion on the one hand, as to that of 
in reſtraint on the other, Conſcious as I am of being incapa- 
nay ble of doing juſtice to the ſubject, I am yet impelled to 
* the attempt. Waving, therefore, vain and empty form, 
ar e Which ingenuous minds are averſe, I have only to aſſure 
m- ou, that as my ultimate view is happineſs, mutual and 
op: permanent, I would wiſh to purſue it by no other means 


than ſuch as are rational, I have ſeleRed you not merely 
as 
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as a woman of perſonal, but intellectual merit, capi! 
not only of pleaſing the eye for a time, but of affordinfi®”” 
ſolid ſocial bliſs, when the pleaſure of ſenſe ſhall ceaſe ani” 
be no more. Though my form of addrefs is not agreeab 

to the prevailing faſhion, I rely on its ſucceſs, from WET 
conſciouſneſs of your penetration and ſagacity; and (ub 4 


icribe myſelf, _ ___ Your's moſt devotedly. to 
LETTER CIH.—#rom a Lover 10 4 father, diſcleſing b 
2 paſſion for the daughter; 
8 , ; 


Wit I write to a plain honeſt man, as you 
according to general report, and am conſcious 
the ſincerity of my intentions, I think all the forms of aps. 
logy needleſs. The matter I wiſh briefly to communicarM”; 
is the real diſintereſted regard I have for your daughter 
and from that conſideration to requeſt your permiſſion 1 
pay my addreſſes : this I do previous to any attempt to rf! 
commend myſelf to the young lady's favour, becauſe |” 
think a father's approbation of the greateſt importance 
in the affairs of courtſhip. I have been ſome time in bi- 
ſineſs, and formed ſome connections in the trading world 
to a part of which I am ready to refer you for my charac 
ter as a commercial man, as well as to the circle of my ac. 
2 for that of a moral man. Waiting your ple. 
ure, Iam, with the profoundeſt reſpect, Sir, Your's &, 


1 3 CIV.—T he Father's Anſwer, 
, 

S a plain man, I like. plain dealing, and therefore 
approve entirely of your manner of proceeding re- 
ſpecting your deſire of paying addreſſes to my daughter. You 
have pointed out the particulars neceſſary for previous en- 
quiry. I ſhall, according to the incumbent duty of a pa- 
rent, make proper applications, and if the reſult proves 
agreeable to expectation, give my hearty conſent, I would 
by no means object to her choice, without a well- grounded 
aſſurance of its being repugnant to her intereſt, — 
am convinced that happineſs in the married ſtate depends 
much on mutual affection. I ſh:!l proceed to enquiry, and 
hope ſhortly to have the pleaſure of inviting you to my 
houſe, . and thereby affording you an opportunity of pre- 
ferring your claim. If in proceſs of time your difpoſitions 
ſhall appear ſimilar, and your hearts united, I ſhall gue 
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d you moſt cordially, and do all in my power to further 
our connubial bliſs. You will hear from me in a few 
ays. | Your's, &c. 


* * 


ETTER CV. — From the Lower to the Daughter, ac- 
quainting ber that he had obtained her father's permiſſion 
to prefer his addreſſes. | 
Dear Miſs, ; | 
AVING for ſome time conceived for you a fincere 
and diſintereſted affection, I took the liberty, pre- 
100s to *perſonal application, to write to your father on 
e ſubject, and requeſt his permiſſion to prefer my ad- 
zeſſes. I eandidly ſubmitted to him my character and 
pnneftions, which upon enquiry he has found agreeable 
d his mind, and in conſequence generouſly offered to 
dncur with my endeavours to obtain the ſupreme object of 
y wiſhes. T hus far advanced in my hopes, I preſume to 
ntreat the very fingular favour of an interview on Thurſ- 
ay next, in order to diſcloſe my paiſion, and enter upon 
a intercourſe, which it is my ſincere defire may improve 
ith time, and continue for life. . You will be pleaſed to 
ommunicate to your father the purport of theſe lines, as 
troduftory to an event that will afford the higheſt plea- 
Ire to, dear Miſs, 
Your moſt devoted ſervant, &c. 


— 
—— 


LETTER CVI. — The Daughter's Reply. 
SIR 
Received your's, acquainting me with your application 
You to my father, the reſult of his enquiry, and the purport 
your requeſt. Purſaing my father's plain example, I 


els : 
pa. Ne ceremonies uſual upon theſe occaſions, and freely 
ves onfeſs I have no objection to your perſon, while I muſt 


yl ke the liberty of aſſuring you, that with me the mind of 
del e man who propoſes an alliance for life, 1s the grand 
fs | Donderation. Of that time is neceſſary to fix a judge- 
nd; ent. As I would by no means act in oppoſition to my 
ang cher's generous concurrence, or your honourable inten- 
"1 I ſhall receive your viſit with due reſpet, bat en- 
re. Nevour to keep poſſeſſion of my heart till I can reſign it 
ons ib proper views. 
I am, Sir, your humble ſervant. 

| LE T- 
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your own age and inexperience, the circumſtances of! 
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LETTER CVII.—From à young Lady to a Suitor impoſe J 
. her Father, 
SIR, . 

HETHER you approve it or not, I muſt take 
liberty of ſetting aſide compliment, and con 
to the point in a caſe that moſt nearly concerns my hay 
'\neſs. As you cannot but be appriſed of the circumſtan 
I ſhall not heſitate to declare my aſtoniſhment at my fathe 
poſitively inſiſting on my receiving your addreſſes, afte 
had ſo peremptorily rejected you as a partner for life, 
cannot but'diſdain your meanneſs in having recourſe 
compulſion, and endeavouring to enflave my mind unde 
fallacious pretence of eſteem for my perſon. -'To pre 
with you if poſſible to deſiſt from an attempt moſt piti 
in principle, and fruitleſs in effect, I profeſs myſelf « 
gaged to a man who has ſole poſſeſſion of my affeciaꝗ t 
and with whom if I ſpend not my future days, I am! 
rermined to devote them to a ſingle life, ; 

I leave this diſguſting ſubje& to your cool ard delibe 
reflection, perſuaded that if you retain the leaſt ſpark 
honour, the ſmalleſt degree of feeling, or even a daun 
reaſon, you will aſſert the man ſo far as to ſpurn from y! 
thoughts an object ſo totally unworthy of your leaſt regu 
This will as much conduce to your own happinel 
mine. I am, your's, &c, 


* 


LETTER CVIII.—From @ Father to a Daughter, ry 
hending her inclination to marry at to early a period, 
Dear Jenny, 

HE purport of your laſt letter, expreſſing a defir 
"entering into the marriage ſtate at the age of ſixte 
affords me equal ſurpriſe and concern, as I entertait 
hopes you inherited the prudence and diſcretion, and! 
diſpoſed to follow the example of your deceaſed motit 
To aggravate your folly, you ſeem to intimate expectati 
of a fortune; but in that you will be wholly diſappoint 
unleſs you give up the indulgence of an idle thoughti 
inclination, and ſubmit yourſelf to the guidance of 
parent, who wiſhes to ſecure your future as well as pres 
happineſs. I have many objections to your propoſal, 


_— 
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man you have choſen for a huſband, and the improba 
view of vour ſucceſs in life, Theſe, added to other ca 
| 11 
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| ſhall not mention upon the occaſion, are inſurmountable. 
obſtacles to my compliance, and induce me to declare, if 
you will not conſult me with reſpect to the diſpoſal of your 

perſon, yoa ſhall never be veſted with the diſpoſal of my 

property. That you may take the advice offered is the 

deſire of, Your affectionate father. 


— 


LETTER CIX.— From a young Lady to her Father, ſub- 
mitting a propoſal of marriage to his opinion and ad vice. 
Honoured Sir, 
HE concern you have ever manifeſted for my wel- 
fare, and the experience you have had in the com- 
mon affairs of life, render it both my duty and intereſt to 
conſult you upon all important occaſions, Permit me 
then to acquaint you, that ſoon after you left town on 
your journey to the north, I was accoſted by Mr. Sattin, 
jun. our neighbour, in the character of a ſuitor. He made 
high profeſſions of eſteem, and preſſed me much to ſuffer 
his addreſſes. Theſe I declined for the preſent ; and diſ- 
miſſed him with a promiſe, that I would lay the caſe be- 
fore you, and if it met your approbation, comp!y with 
his requeſt. I am determined that in this, as well as all 
other concerns, your advice ſhall be the fole and abſolute 
guide of my conduct. I am, kind Sir, 
Your dutiful daughter. 


— 


LETTER CX.—The Father's Anſwer. 
My dear child, | 

Wt ſingular ſatisfaction I received your late addi- 

tional token of filial reſpect in the requeſt of my 
advice on a point of equal importance to you and myſelf, 
I know the character of the father to your ſuitor to be re- 
ſpectable, amd have reaſon to think his circumſtances 
good. As to the ſou I can pronounce no opinion, as [I 
have but little knowledge of him, and ever ſuſpend my 
judgement till I have authentic proofs. To fee you allied 
te 4 perſon of probity, as well as property, would add to 
the pleaſnre I derive from a conſciouſneſs of your merit ; 
therefore to promote ſo valuable an end, I ſhall embrace 
every opportunity that may be occaſtonally preſented. 

I remain, your affectionate father. 


L E T- 
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LETTER CXI.—From a Laay to ber Suitor, charging 
| him with infidelity. | 
SIR, 


AD I not confidered you as a man of honour, | 
ſhould not have admitted your addreſſes, nor would 

your profeſſions have had any weight. My regard for you 
aroſe from a perſuaſion of the rectitude of your principles, 


and I preferred the apparent accompliſhments of your mind 


to thoſe of your perſon. Sorry am | to have occalion tg 


recede from my former opinie n of you, and entertain! 


doubrs of your poſſeſſing thoſe unjuſliſiable principles that 
with me outweigh all other conſiderations. Arraigned at 
the bar of conſcience for the black crime of infidelity, you 
muſt plead guilty, and your ingratitude and perfidy in 
endeavouring to inveigle yourſelf into the good graces of 
Miſs Frippery muſt ſtare you in the face, eſpecially when 
you reflect on the ſolemn vows you plighted to me. I call 
upon you, therefore, as a man and a gentleman, either tg 
obviate my ſuſpicion upon good authority, or in failure 
totally to relinquiſh pretenſions ſo diſhonourably founded, 
Your's, as you may deſerve. 


LETTER CXxII.— From à Lover to a Lady who conceived 
herſelf treated with coolneſs. 
Deareſt Caroline, i 
wa reflect on the melancholy hue that clouded 


your charming viſage, during the converſation that 


| paſſed between us at my laſt viſit, I feel an equal degree of 


pain and ſurpriſe, the one ariſing from a ſympathy with 


you in every diſtreſs of mind, the other from a perſuaſion 


that you think me incapable of offending your delicacy. 
Let me entreat you to reaſſume that mildneſs of temper 
which adorns your lovely perſon, and reſt aſſured, that ſo 
far from harbouring an idea of treating you with the leaſt 
degree of neglect, it has been, and ever ſhall be, my 
ſtudy to engage your affection by the kindeſt offices and moſt 
winning deportment, If I uttered an unguarded expreſ- 
ſion I can moſt ſolemnly declare it was an error of the 
tongue, not of the mind, for that is ſo deyoutly your's as 
to recoil at the moſt diſtant cauſe of wounding your peace. 


Believe the fincerity of my declaration, and re admit to 


favour one who lives but in your ſmiles, 


Your's for ever. 


- i 
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LETTER CXII.—From a Lower, requeſting the exertion of 
a female relative's influence with the lady of his affetion:. 
Dear Madan, 
S from ſeveral hints you have dropped when I had 
laſt the pleaſure of viſiting at your houſe, I have 
reaſon to apprehend you entertain an opinion of my par- 
tial attachment to your niece, I take the liberty in this 
manner of making a declaration of the ſame, and re- 
queſling the exertion of your influence in recommending 
me to the lady's favour, You have ſome knowledge of my 
family and connections, which I flatter myſelf will be no 
obſtacles to your compliance, but tend, on the contrary, 
to promote the accompliſhment of what T moſt earneſtly 
deſire. I truſt from your benignity of temper you will 
compaſſionate my caſe, and encouraging hopes by ſuch re- 
preſentation of my paſſion and character to the lady as ſhall 
prepoſſeſs her in my favour, and prepare her mind for the 
reception of the moſt tender and fincere profeſſions, The 
honour of a line under your hand, fignifying your appro- 
bation, will render unſpeakable plcaſure and ſatisfaction 
to, dear Madam, | 


Your obliged humble ſervant. 


LETTER CXIV.— he Aunt', Anſwer. 
SIR, 
Have duely conſidered the purport of your letter, and 
I am ſo far prejudiced in your tavour as to be diſpoſed to 
become your advocate with my neice, becauſe you expreſs 
that modeſty which I regard as a proof of good ſenſe. Ret 
allured, that I ſhall embrace the very firſt opportunity ut 
imprefling the lady with ſuch ſentiments as appear to m-: 
molt conducive to operate in your favour, bring about 24 
intercourſe, and effect an urion. 
I am, Sir, your friend and ſervant. 


—__ 


LETTER CXV.—Adwice from a Relation to a young Lady 
ob admitted a ſuitor of difſolute character. 
Dear Couſin, 
1 me not officiouſly impertinent in the liberty TI 
take of admoniſhing you with reſpect to ane inſtance 


of your conduct, which highly concerns your own honour, ; 


as well as that of your worthy family. It is rumoured 
throughout the circle of your acquaiutance, that you are 
{0 


\ 


— * 
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ſo captivated. with the flippant airs and inſinuating addreſs 
of young Brilliant, as to admit him as a ſuitor in form. 
Nay the report 1s confirmed by his eſcorting you to public 
Cots and other circumſtances, which neither indicate 
is prudence or your diſcretion, The character of Bril. 
liant 1s notorious as a debauchee, and as he is known to 
have ſeduced two unguarded females to their ruin already, 
there 1s doubtleſs ground for apprehenſion at leaſt, that the 
ſame fatal iſſue will attend his future intercourſe with any 
female that may be won by his infamous arts. ; 
Spurn then, my dear girl, the careſſes of a man, void 
of honour, void of virtue, and void of humanity. You 
are not deſtitute of underſtanding, your mind has been 
improved by education, and you have had the benefit of 
good example; therefore you have only to reflect ſeriouſly 
on the the tendency of your conduct to produce an imme- 
diate alteration. Pardon the liberty of your faithful friend, 
And affectionate kinſman. 


LETTER CXVI.—From a Daughter to her Father, ir 
behalf of her Sifter, who had incurred his diſpleaſure by 
marriage. 

Honoured Sir, 
T the importunity of my ſiſter, whoſe anxiety for 
having incurred your diſpleaſure in entering upon 
the married ſtate without your conſent exceeds all bounds, 

J humbly preſume to become an advocate in her behalt. 

The breach of duty ſhe confeſſes as the foundation of her 


plea for your pardon, while ſhe begs with all deference to 


pw the irreproachable character of Mr. Juſtman, her 
uſband, as an extenuation of her offence. May I then be 
permitted to remind you, that as the bond cannot be dil- 
ſolved, your lenity will produce a better effect in the event 
than your rigour ; which may vitiate the huſband ; whereas 
Your lenity may ſoothe him into complacency, and tend to 
their mutual intereſt. The ſuppliant, your daughter, ſen— 
fible of your indulgence as ever, begs to be admitted to 
implore your forgiveneſs, and the reſtoration of your favour 
and her own peace of mind, forfeited, ſhe acknowledges, 
by diſobedience. Deign then, dear Sir, to behold her 
with a compaſſionate regard, baniſh prejudices, and crown 
the luſtre of the united pair with your bleſſing. I will not 
obtrude farther on your patience than juſt to offer in meu 

or 


PT 
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ret for the liberty I have taken, the ſympathy I owe a ſuffering 
rm. # filler, whoſe woes I cannot but feel as my own. 


blic I am, honoured Sir, your moſt dutiful daughter. 

date 

ril- 5 5 N 
to i LETTER CXVII.— From the Friend of a young Lady to 
dy, a troubleſome Suitor, 

the SIR, 


ny A the friend of Miſs Drury, whom you have ſome 
: time haraſſed with officious impertinence and non- 
od T ſenfical jargon, I undertake to admoniſh you to deſiſt, 
ou being authoriſed to aſſure you, that no notice will be taken 
cen of your aſſiduities, which are odious and contemptible in 
of the higheſt degree. Nothing but conſummate ignorance 
ay and effrontery could induce you to perſevere in an e 


me- tion ſo fruitleſs and diſguſting; nor could you have borne 
nd, Þ fo many taunts had you the leaſt ſenſe of ſhame or honour, 
n. Take this hint, and thereby avoid a ſevere chaſtiſement. 


Your's unknown. 

by n . ſn 11 

LETTER CXVIII.— From a young Trade/man, propoſing 
marriage, to a Lady in the neighbourhood, 


Dear Sally, 
oo S the term of my apprenticeſhip is now expired, I 
1 think I may venture to diſcloſe my mind, and inform 
| '& you, that for a long time I have had a great regard for you, 
wy but did not think it prudent to diſcloſe my mind till 1 
Fa became my own maſter, Since, therefore, I am entered 


0 into buſineſs, and doubt not but through induſtry I ſhall 
416 be able to obtain a decent livelihood, without further cere- 
af mony I ſhall come to the point, and defire to know whe- 


IL ther you can approve of me as a partner for life, I have 

2 been plain with you, hope you will be ſo with me, and let 

f " me know by a line if it is agreeable to you to meet me on 

* ſunday next, at my couſin's, where we will talk the matter 

"© © over ſeriouſly. I beg, if nothing extraordinary prevents, 

our you will not fail, as 1 have very particular reaſons for 

8. urging the requeſt. J am, 

War Your ſincere Lover, Ke. 
not i | 

uſe 


for D 2 L. E T. 


— II 
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LETTER CXIX.— e Anſwer. 
Dear John, . 


Received your's, but muſt confeſs myſelf at a loſs what 

anſwer to return. From the obſervation I have made 
on your perſon and behaviour ſince I lived in the neighbours: 
hood, I cannot ſay I have any diſlike to you; marriage, 
however, is a ſerious matter, and ſhould by no means be 
entered into haſtily : beſides I have known many of your 
ſex prove very kind ſweethearts, but very ſurly huſbands, 
Though I do not mean any thing ſevere with regard to 
you, I muſt take the liberty of thinking on your propoſal, 
before I can fix a reſolution, If I can be ſpared on 
Sunday afternoon, I will meet you at your cuulin's, and 
hear what you have ta ſay further on the ſubject. Let 
what has paſſed between us remain a ſecret, if you with 
to oblige, Your humble ſervant, 


— 
* 


LETTER CXX. From a Gentleman to a young 
Widow. 
MapAu, 

ONSCIOUS of the integrity of my views, I take the 
liberty of addreſſing you on a ſubject of the higheſt 
importance, as it relates to an event in which the happineſs 
of buman life is molt eſſentially concerned. From this 
obſervation you will eaſily perceive | mean the matrimonial 
ſtate, of which, as you have already had experience, you 
are able te form a competent judgment. To be ingenious 
with you, I declare that as you are the firſt of the ſex that 
has inſpired me with the gentle paſſion, ſo you are the only 
one that can make me truely happy. With reſpe&t to my 
character aud connections, you will find upon enquiry they 
are ſuch as will neither detra& from your reputation nor 
intereſt, Other neceſſarv qualifications mult be referred to 
an interview, if I may appear worthy of being admitted to 
one, In a word, if I ſhould mcet with your approbation, 
the bufineſs of my life ſhal! be to promote our mutual 
welfare. Your candid ſentiments upon this matter will 

afford the greatelt pleaſure to 


Your's, moſt ſincerely, 
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LETTER CXXI. rem a young Lady to her Father on the 
effetts of compuiſive marriage, where there is great dijparity 
of years. 

Honoured Sir, | 
Hope you will do me the juſtice to acknowledge, that 
I hitherto I have in no material inſtance tranſgreſſed the 
duty of filial obedience ; but that, on the contrary, your 
will and pleaſure have been the conſtant Orings of my 
action. The ſame principle ſhail alwavs direct my con- 
duct, whatever may be the reſult. You ſeem extremely 
defirous that I ſhuuld give my hand to Mr. Worthland. 

Duty forbids a peremptory refuſal, nay further, it even 

dictates compliance. But you will permit me, with all 

deference, to put in a plea for your candid indulgence ia a 

matter that concerns the happineſs of my life, and though 

a woman to reaſon with you a little upon it. Mr, Worth- 

land 1s known to be a gentleman. of confiderable property 

and reſpectable character. Theſe are important conſidera- 
tions, and as ſuch naturally of great weight with prudent 
parents in the diſpoſal of their children. To you as one 
of that number I owe profound reſpect, acknowledge that 
theſe conſiderations have great weight, but that they alone 
can conſtitute happineſs -1n th: matrimonial lite, my own 

feelings lead me to doubt. The gaiety of youth cannot, I 

ſhould think, accord with the gravity of age; beſides I 

humbly apprehend, that where there is mutual affection 

there muſt be mutual attraction. What then, my dear Sir, 
muſt be the effects of very diſproportionate matches in 
point of years? muſt not the averſion between paiety and 
gravity be reciprocal? where there is no attraction on the 
part of one obje& can there be any affection on the part of 
the other? aud where there is no affection on the one part 
can there be mutual happineſs? for theſe reaſons I could 
with to decline the addreſſes of Mr. Worthland, who 
might be made happy by an alliance with a lady of more 
advanced years and general experience than myielf; while 
| wait the event of meeting with a perſon more fuitablz to 
my inclinations. Thus have I taken the liberty of giving 
my opinion in the matter; though ia every inſtance 1 ſhall 
endeayour to prove myſelf, 

_ Honvured Sir, 
Your mom datiful daughter. 


D 3 L E FT. 


and remain with our bleſſing, 
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LETTER CXXII.—From a young Woman to her Pagents, 10 


obtain conſent to marriage. 

Honoured Father and M. ther, 
OUR laſt charge to me when I departed from you on 

my journey for London was by no means to make a 
haſty match, or enter into the marriage ſtate at all till ! 
had your advice and conſent. I therefore think it my duty 
to let you know, that I have had an offer from Mr. Anvil, a 
ſmich, in our neighbourhood. The young man ſeems to 
have a great regard for me, and aſſures me, that though 
he has not much to ſay, his endeavour ſhal] be to prove 
himſelf a good huſband, if I can like him as a partner for 
life, I have enquired about him, and fina from the accounts 
of different people he has dealings with, that he is an honeſt, 
induſtrious man. However, I told him I could give nc 
anſwer till 1 had acquainted you with the matter, as was 
the duty of every child to parents. He was much pleaſed 
with my being obedient, and told me that he was very 
willing to wait your pleaſure, hoping to pet your leave 
and bleſung; as does 


Your dutiful daughter, 


LETTER CXXIIL.—T he Anſaver. 
Dear Jenny, 

E received vour dutiful letter, which made us very 
V happy, as a proof that you had not forgotten the 
charge we gave you when you took your laſt leave. We 
like the character you give of Mr. Anvil, and as he ſeems 
to be a plain hone!t man, without fine words and a heap of 
compliments, think him a very proper huſband for a plain 
country girl, and therefore have no objection to the match, 
You mutt not expect either of us to come up to town, be- 
cauſe we can neither ſpare the time nor expence ; but if 
you Will ict us know when the wedding day is ſettled, we 
will ſend ſomething to make the pot boil, as well as ſome 
trifles of goods to begin houſekeeping. You wall not look 
for great things, becauſe you know they are not 1n our 
power. Pray give your maſter and miſtreſs the uſual warn- 
ing; they have behaved well to you, and deſerve well of 
you. We join in reſpects to them, and love to Mr. Anvil, 


Your loving Father and Mother. 
L E T- 


WF 
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LETTER CXXIV.— From the Daughter to her Parents 
upon the appointment of the wedding-day. | 
Honoured Father and Mother, 
OUR kind letter gave me much pleaſure and ſatisfac- 
tion, as it did like wiſe Mr. Anvil, who ſaid he was 
happy in the hope of having ſuch a good old couple for a 
father and mother-in-law. According to deſire I take this 
opportunity to let you know that our wedding day is fixed 
for Sunday five weeks, at Shoreditch church. Mr. Anvil 
wiſhed it ſooner, but when I told him you charged me not 
to leave my maſter and miſtreſs without proper notice, he 
was quite ſatisfied to wait the uſual time. Indeed they de- 
ſerve more duty than I can ſhow them, for hearing that 
the young man bears a good character, they have promiſed 
me not only a handſome preſent when they pay me my 
wages, but to recommend us in the way of trade to all 
their acquaintance, It 1s our joint defire that you would 
not hurt yourſelves on our account ; we are young and 
can bultle in the world, you are old and want comfort, 
and thank God we are willing to work. Mr. Anvil joins 
me in love and duty, and with me aſks your bleſſing. I 
ſh.11 ever remain, 


Your dutiſul Daughter, 
LETTER CXXV.—From a young Gentleman in the 


military ſervice to a Lady with whom he is enamoured. 
My dear Caroline, | 

AD I not entered upon a profeſſion that unavoidably 
ſubjects me to frequent removal, I ſhould have been 
a much happier man, becauſe I might then have enjoyed 
without interruption the ſociety of the ſole obje& of my 
affection. I feel my deſtiny with peculiar remorſe on re- 
ceiving orders to embark immediately for Gibraltar. That 
dreary romantic ſpot will add to the melancholy that ba- 
niſhment from your preſence cannot fail to produce, nor 
will any company be able to divert me from thoughts that 
bring with them a mixture of pleaſure and pain. Though 
I hope I poſſeſs martial ardour, and the genuine ſpirit of a 
ſoldier, when I reflect that a ſeparation from you mult 
neceſſarily attend the execution of my duty to my king 
and country, I am tempted to give up my commiſſion. 
However I have this conſolation, that during abſence we 
have the privilege of writing, and that though at a diſ- 
D 4 _ tance 


never to return. I ſubmit the extraordinary conduct of the 
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tance we can converſe in the language of ideas. Some. 
times lam perplexed with doubts of being ſupplanted in your 
elteem; but when J recur to the proofs 1 have had of your 
conſtancy, I cannot entertain a diſquieting apprehenſicn of 
its diſcontinuance. Let me hear Hom you frequently, as 
the only means of alleviating my diſtreſs for the loſs of 
your preſence, and the beſt proof you can give of a per- 
maneut affection. I am, my deareſt Caroline, 


Your's for ever, 


C 

LETTER CXXVI.—Vem a Suitor v his Mother, on 0 
being unſucceſsful in his addreſſes. f 

Honoured Madam, r 

T your recommendation I applied to Miſs Courtnay n 
A in che character of a ſuitor, ſuppoſing from the many WM © 
agreeable qualifications aſcribed to that young lady, [ 0 
could not poſiibly fail of ſucceſs. Judge then of my ſur- f 
priſe and diſguſt at finding her behaviour not only reſerved } 
but in ſome inſtances haughty and arrogant, for ſo I muſt f 
pronounce it, if any deference is due to my character, or c 
any return due to the politeneſs I endeavoured to ſhow upon - 
the occaſion, To make farther trial of her temper and 5 
diſpoſition, I let four days of abſence relapſe before 11 


rerewed my viſit, when I obſerved a great formality of 
deportmer-t unaccompanied with the leaſt degree of that 
eaſe and freedom which in my opinion ever attends good- 
breeding. At the next viſit I determined to come to the 
main point; but no ſooner didI enter upon the ſubject of 
love than ſhe interrupted me by introducing impertinent 
remarks, calling for ſervants on frivolous pretences, hum- 
ming over a favourite air, directing her eye to the window, 
and other tokens of contempt and indifference. Still I 
urged the ardour of my paſſion, which ſhe till treated 
with the ſame coolneſs and neglect, till, fired with indigna- 
tion, I took a final leave, and departed with a reſolution 
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lady to your opinion, as 2 more competent judge than I can 
pretend to be, requelting at the ſame time that you would 
give me your advice with reſpect to my proceeding in future; 
and remain, Honoured Madam, a 


a Your moſt dutiful ſon, 
i | L E T- 
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LETTER CXXVII.— Ve Anſwer. 
Dear Son, | | 

Still retain the ſame opinion of the merits of Miſs 
1 Courtnay as I did when [ encouraged you to prefer 
your addreſſes. The behaviour ſhe adopted on your firſt 
advances, ſeems to me a fineſſe to make trial of your 
temper, 1n which ſhe had as much right to purſue her 
method as you had your's in the inſtance of your four days 
abſence. Be not too much prepoſſeſſed in favour of your- 
ſelf, though you may be entitled to reſpect from family 
connections and perſonal merit, nor imagine that a woman 
of ſenſe is to be taken by ſurpriſe, or won by the ordinary 
formalities of courtihip, She requires not merely the exte- 
rior graces of deportment, but the exterior graces of the 
mind, therefore the judgment of ſuch a female muſt be 
convinced before her heart can be captivated. It 1s be- 
cauſe Miſs Courtnay is a woman of this ſtamp that 1 wiſh 
for an union between her and my ſon, and recommend to 
you the continuance of your addreſſes, but let them be 
founded on ſound argument and ingenuous defign, then 
deſpair not of ſucceſs, If you win her, you will fecure 
an excellent wife, who will do you konour both 1a ſocial 
and domeſtic life, by attending to the ſeveral duties which 

tend to your mutual intereſt and happineſs. I am, 
Your affectionate Mother. 


LETTER CXXVIII.—- Jo a Lady from her Lover, con- 
gratulating her on recovery from a dangerous indiſpoſition. 
Dear Louiſa, 
S I was greatly alarmed at your late violent attack of 
the fever, I am not leſs tranſported at the joyful 
tidings of your happy recovery. Perſuaded that you are 
fully convinced of the fidelity of my attachment, I ſubmit 
the ſincerity of my declaration to your own generous fee]- 
ings, and doubt not of implicit belief when I aſſure you 
that unavoidable buſineſs alone detained me from viſiting 
you theſe ten days, during which, though abſent in 
pe fon, you have been inceſſantly preſent in my thoughts. 
Yeu will accept of my congratulation on the preſent occa- 
lion, till I have the ſatisfaction of an interview, which I 
hope will be in the courſe of a few days, being determined 
to {et out for the country as ſoon as my brother returns from 
bis Circuit on the partnerſhip account, I have ſent by the 
D 5 coach 
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14 coach ſome trifles that may be acceptable in your preſent 


1 fituation ; and hope you will receive them with the ſame 
| cordiality as I offer them. I think indeed the nature and 
length of our intercourſe will require no ceremony, and 
therefore ſubſcribe myſelf, with duty to your honoured 
patents, dear Louiſa, 8 

Your's moſt ſincerely, 


LETTER CXXIX.—7o a Lady from a jealous Lower, 
Mavan, 


| | Bris a: I am confirmed in any opinion I always ſeek 


for demonſtration of its validity, which, when once 
obtained, I never reſign on any pretence. You have ac- 
cuſed me of jealouſy ; I plead guilty, and from a convic- 
tion of its being a paſſion founded on undeniable evidence, 
renounce you for ever. It is high time to give up the pro- 


feſſion of Suitor when branded with the epithets of 1dio! 
and dotard, ſo that I have fixed a reſolution no longer to 
expoſe myſelf to ſuch diſgrace. Mr. Plauſible, I find has 
gained your heart, upon which as it is his by right of conqueſt, 
I can have no reaſonableclaim; and therefore wave even the 
ſhadow of a pretence. If you poſſeſſed the leaſt degree of 
honour or honeſty, you would have dealt ingenuouſly with 
me, nor ſuftered me to perſiſt in a deſign you was deter- 
mined I ſhould never accompliſh. Thank heaven, though 
you warned me not in word, you have molt effectually in 
deed, and you may relt aſſured ſhall profit by an example 
ſo notoriouily perfidious, 


Once yours, 


LETTER CXXX;—To a Lady without Fortune, frems 
Gentleman in affluent circnmſlances, 
My dear Miſs Worthy, 

T has ever been a maxim with me, in all important 

concerns to preſer my own happinets to every other con- 
ide ration. Hence I have formed a reſolution, if the pro- 
peſal ſhould be ag:ecable, of taking you as a partner for 
life. It is my glory to vary from the prevailing mode of 
chooſing a wife from recommendations that affect interell 
only; becauſe | eftiraate intrinſic merit as ſuperior to all 
the gifts of ſurture, I am the better enabled to gratify my 
inclination in this particular by the competent indepen: 
deace with which Fivvicence has favoured tne, fo that! 
ain 
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am determined that riches ſhall never preclude me from one 
of the principal objects of my exiſtence. In you I diſcover” 
a forcible proof of the prevailing influence of a woman 
poſſeſſed of every amiable quality, though deprived of the 


goods of fortune. As ſuch I offer you my hand and heart, 


which if you think proper to accept, my ſolemn promiſe 
is given that nothing ſhall be wanting on my part to render 
our union productive of our mutual happineſs. Deliberate 
on this matter, and let me know your determination as ſoon 
as Convenient, I am, | 
Your's affectionately. 


LETTER CXXXI.—From a young Lady to an old Female 
Buſy Body. 
Mrs. Handy, 


13 but reprove you for your officious meddling 
with my concerns without my conſent. Your under- 
taking to put a letter into my hand was an inſtance of in- 
ſufferable impertinence, and as ſuch I ſend it you encloſed 
with the diſdain it merits. I ſhall never ſtand in need of a 
go-between, as I am determined to form no connections 
which may in any degree affect my intereſt without the 
knowledge of my uncle, to whoſe care and protection I 
was committed on the demiſe of my worthy father. Be- 
ſides I ſhall ever deteſt the pretences of the man who acts 
in a clandeſtine manner, Beware of a ſecond attempt of 
this kind, Adieu. 


LETTER CXXXII.—To a Lady from a Gentleman declining 
his Suit, 
MabAu, 
] Have preferred my addreſſes ſo long a time, and with 
ſo little ſucceſs, that finding them equally tireſome to 
you and myſclf, I am come to a reſolution of 27 
them. This I ſhould have done ſome months ago had 
not been encouraged to perſevere by the intimations of 
ſeyeral of your particular friends. But in theſe I was de- 
ceived, as indeed I was in my own expectations. I could 
wilh you had given me a peremptory denial on my firſt 
application, becauſe it would have prevented much trouble. 
on my part, and anxiety on your's. Here, however, the 
matter reſts, I ſhall no longer intrude on your patience, you 
will no longer reject my profeſſions, 1 am at liberty to 
| Ionue 
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renew my choice ; you to ſelect an object for your's. From 
the eſteem in which I once held you, I cannot forbear ex. 
preſſing a deſire, that the happy man of your choice may 
be as warmly attached to your perſon and welfare as I have 
been. TheſeI once conſidered as connected with my own; 
but now give up the deluſive proſpect. As this is my laſl, 
ſo I believe it will de my moſt acceptable epiſtle. 

Adicu for ever, 


GR 


_- 


LETTER CXXXII.—From a Gentleman in chaſti/ement of 
2 Coquette, 
Manan, | 

\ / HATEVER your opinion may be ofmy underſtand: 

ing, you ſhall find that I am capable of diſcerning 
fallacy, and reſenting inſolence. Of theſe you fland by 
me jultly charged. I made you honourable propoſals, you 
more than intimated an inclination to accept them, and at 
the fame time meanly condeſcended to liſten to the careſſes 
of fops and witlings, who bring diſgrace on their own fex 
and reproach on your's. Though 1 think myſelf as ſuf- 
ceptible of impreſſion from female charms as moſt men, 
none are more averſe to an ingenious diſpoſition that fal- 
lies the brighteſt qualities. If, you take the hint my defign 
is anſwered, not only as a juſt retort, but as affording hope 
of eſtecting a reformation. If on the contrary, your vanity 
and conceit are inſeparable barriers to admonition, you 
will in all probability live deteſted, and die miſerable. 
I have dealt plainly with you, as equally indifferent to your 
ſmiles and frowns, 

Once your's. 


LETTER CXXXIV.—The Anfwer, 
8 IX. 

Should ſuppoſe from the contents of your Jaconic 
1 epiſtle that it is the laſt Jam to expect, as cloiing all 
connexion betwe us, aflertiog a right to be as cenforious 
us vourlelt, I mult take upcn me to pronounce your con- 
duct unwirrantable any impertitent. Lurely I am entitled 
to the ſame right of judging and acting with yourſelf. 
Your addreiſes | never courted, your poſle{iion of my keart 
I never exprefied. Perhaps] may be gratified with a train 
of admirers, or amuſed with ſuunding the depth of the 
boatted peneuation of your ſex. Be my whim what ir may 
Walt 
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m 1 will maintain my privilege to indulge it without ſolici- 
ting your permiſſion, or that of any man. I cannot ſay 
that your underſtanding was ever much enhanced in my 
opinion, but that it is much degraded by your late beha- 
viour Jam free to declare. In future I beg you'll keep 
your hints and retorts to yourſelf, nor teize with your im- 
pertinence one who 1s as indifferent as you can be. 
Never your's, 


— 


LETTER CXXXV.— rom a Father to his Daughter, dis 
ſuading her from encouraging the addreſſes of a ſerjeant in 


4. the army. 

9 Dear Peggy, WT 

by JITH the greateſt concern I received intimation from 
* | a friend in the neighbourhood, that you frequently 
as give your company to Muiter, the Serjeant, who Jait week 
** came to your town to raiſe rec uits, I cannot but feel the 
25 duty owe you as a parent to ſtop you in ſo wild a career, 
72 and reſcue you from the miſery in which ſo indiſeteet a 
1 connection muſt inevitably plunge you, if perſiſted in. 
* The greateſt part of theſe men are of the meaneſt extrac- 
5 tion, and moſt abandoned morals, without the knowledge 
5 of any particular trade or buſineſs, and therefore in the 
85 higheit ſenſe incapable of ſupporting or conducting a ſa— 
00 miiy. Many untlunkxing girls have been lurcd by the glare 
1 of a red coat, to barter their honour, and, what 1s much 
8 dearer, their peace of mind, for a life of drudgery, ſervi- 


lity, and poverty. Almoſt daily obſervation muſt point 
a cut to you the wretched fituation of thoſe unfortunate 
8 creatures who fellow the ſate of ſuch vagrants. Let me 
then warn you by all the ties of duty, by the regard due 
to your own welfare and the credit of your family, to ſhun 


** the ſnare laid to entrap you, by breaking off the connec- 
ah tion immediately, as the indiſpepſable means of avoiding 
Er mcunbrances that cannot fail to involve you in miſery and 
FA. diforace, I have taken the utmoſt pains to conceal your 
La 0: (creton from yoar uncle, on whom you know is your 
If chief dependence. Take the advice of a father before it 
art | 9 0ͥ0 late; in a word, be obedient, and you may be 
ain SODDY | | 
. Your's affectionately. 


—ͤ—ũ——x —ͤ—ͤ— — wes 
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LETTER CXXXVI.—From a young Lady congratulating a 


Friend on her marriage. 

Dear Madam, 

CTUATED by the mutual eſteem that has ſubſiſted 
between us from our childiſh days, I cannot but 
congratulate you moſt heartily on your matrimonial union 
with a man of ſo amiable a character as Mr. Worthy. As 
you gave me no intimation of the appointed time, I did 
not imagine the wiſhed for event was ſo near, but that is a 
matter of no moment ſince it has taken place, and no 

doubt promiſes a happy iſſue. Indeed I ſhould have been 
pleaſed to have been conſulted with reſpe& to articles of 
dreſs, and other- ceremonies uſual upon thoſe occaſions, 
becauſe every little opportunity of ſhowing my reſpect for 
you affords me ſatisfaction. It is however my ſincere 


prayer that every bleſſing may attend you and the partner 


of your choice, and that your happineſs may be mutual, 
uninterrupted, and permanent. A man of Mr, Worthy's 
diſpoſition muſt contribute to the moſt deſirable ends. Pre- 
ſent him with my reſpectful congratulation on the preſent 
Joyful occaſion, with aflurance that I wiſh him the com- 
pletion of its utmoſt deſires, which I am of opinion he 
cannot fail of effecting if he retains a due ſenſe of the 
merits of his charming bride. May you both be rucceſs/ul 
in yourſelves and your poſterity. 
Your's, &c. 


LETTER CXXXVII.—To a Lady by way of conſolation 
and advice, on having met with a perfidious ſuitor. 
My dear C'ara, 
Am perſuaded that ſympathy is the duty of a friend, 
1 and now feel its power in a moſt ſenſible manner, ſo 
that I cannot ſuppreſs the emotions 1t raiſes in my boſom, 


. You will therefore pardon the liberty [take in offering you my 


advice, as well as endeavouring to conſole you in your preſent 
articular fituatton, You have permined the addreſſes of a 
perfidious ſuitor, and met with the mortification of dif- 


. appointment, He has returned evil for good, and re- 


paid your kind offers with ingtatitude. Bur this event, 
diſagreeable as it may be, ſhould not affect you above 
meaſure ; nor tranſport you beyond the bounds of reaſon, 
The wiſeſt of our ſex have met with the ſame fate, ard 
from this general cauſe, the forming of expectations from 
| - Improper 


— 
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improper objects, or improbable concluſions. Reflect but 
a moment ſeriouſly, and you will diſcover, that the very 
cauſe of your preſent diſgrace will prove in the event a 
ground for rejoicing, as it will appear to have been the 
means of eſcaping the many ills to which you would have 
been liable, had you entered into the marriage ſtate with a 
man of a worthleſs character; for a perfidious ſuitor muſt 
ſurely prove an intolerable huſband, and want of affection 
in a huſband is much worſe than infidelity in a ſuitor. 
I know it is not eaſy for a mind ſuſceptible of impreſſion 
as your's, to baniſh the thought of an object that once 
afforded you delight. On contemplation, time alone can 
effect the arduous taſk with the aid of reaſon and reflection. 
Summon then thoſe noble powers, be willing to be free 
and happy, ana you are ſo. I am, now and ever, 
Your's moſt ſincerely. 


„* —_— 


LETTER CXXXVIII.—The Anſaver. 
Dear Madam, | 

Received the favour of your letter, which I look upon 

as an inſtance of peculiar regard and eſteem. A time 
of trouble 1s the critical ſeaſon for trying the ſincerity of 
friendly profeſſions, which you have given ſufficient proofs 
of in the advice and conſolation you ſo generouſly admi— 
niſtered me. | 

As the only return I can make, you may reſt aſſured 
that I ſhall endeavour to avail myſelf of the ſame, by 
reducing to practice what you recommend upon principles 
of ſound reaſon. I ſeel the full force of your remark both 
with reſpect to the cauſe of my anxiety, and the means of 
its removal, Through the power of reflection, and 
placing my caſe in compariſon with that of others, who, 
for want of reſolution, haze fallen victims to the perſidy of 
the ſex, I begin to think myſelf happy in the eſcape, and 
io ſhake off the impreſſion more and more every day, fo 
that in a ſhort time I hope to reſume my former ſelt, and 
act in every inſtance with my uſual freedom. If ever L 
admit the addreſſes of another man, it ſhall be the reſult 
of the ſtricteſt erquiry into his moral character, and in future 
Jam determined to be directed in the choice of a ſuitor not 
by elegance of perſon, but beauty of mind. 

I am, dear madam, 
_ Your ſincere friend, &e. 
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LETTER CXXXIX.—#'rom a Friend to another who is in 


Love. 8 
Dear Sir, 

Have taken frequent opportunities of declaring both 
I the pleaſure and profit I have derived from your friendly 
converſe during an intimacy of ſeveral years.—An event 
has lately fallen out that has cauſed a ſuſpenſion of an 
intercourſe, to my very great regret and concern, In plain 
terms I hear that you are in love, and not only fo, but that 
the object engroſies your whole time and attention, 
Pardon me if I repreſent to you the impropriety of ſuch 
an abſolute devotion to the fair one, and point out to you 
that it has a manifeſt tendency to counteract that which it 
is your deſign it ſhovtd promote. You paſs day after 
day with the lady; love 1s the only topic of your con- 
verſaticn; you cannot bear the ſight of a viſitor, nor any 
occurrence that diverts you from the proſecution of your 
favourite theme. What in the name of common-fenſe 
muſt be the confequence? a total indifference on her part in 
the courſe of a few weeks. She may for the preſent be 
under the ſame impulſe of paſſion with yourſelf, but ſuch a 
reiteration of vows and ſighs, and ſighs and vows, muſt 
exhaut her ftock of affection, and render her cool and 
languid. Both ſexes are endowed by nature with a certain 
attachment to each other; but there is ſuch a thing as 
economy in love, and thoſe are novices in the ſcience who 
do not put it in practice. Occaſional abſence, however 
tedious it may sppear, is a great promoter of the paſ- 
ſion, for no cauſe can ſo effectually renew an old flame, or 
revive a languiſhing one, In order to render amorous diſ— 
courſe agreeable, it is neceſſary ſometimes to wave the 
ſabject, and enter upon another matter. The truth is, 
ſameneſs cannot fail to appal, be the theme in its own 
nature ever ſo pleaſing ; ſome little excurſions are abſo- 
lately neceſſary, and then the ſubject may be reſumed with 
additional gent. I ingenuouſly confeſs I have been induced 
to offer an oinlon on the cccalion, becauſe it has de- 
p:ived me of the ſocicty of a man I hold in the greateſt 
EziCEM, 

Jam, your's ſincerely, 


L. E r. 
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LETTER CXL.—#rom a Friend to a Lover, aſſigning a 
cauſe why he ſhould ſuppreſs his paſſion. 

My dear Friend, 

8 I hold the teſt of amity to be ſincerity I muſt inge- 
A nuoully open my mind to you, and ftate ſome truths, 
however diſagreeable they may appear at firſt view. From 
what I have obſerved of the conduct and behaviourof Miſs 
Fanciful, whom you have long followed with the moſt 
offiicious aſſiduities, I am fully perſuaded ſhe entertains no 
amourous paſton for you. That ſhe poſſeſſes the recom- 
mendations of a reſpectable deſcent, an engaging perſon, 
and a good fortune, I admit; but what are theſe, conſide- 
rations when the affection is not mutual? Beſides, why 
ſhould you ſet your mind on objets which in all probabi- 
Iity will never be your's ? From ſeveral inſtances you muſt 
know that I am of a ſocial diſpoſition, and very happy in 
the company and good graces of the ladies. But I muſt 
be plain to tell you, I will never pay my addreſſes a ſecond 
time where they have been repulſed, or court the favour of 
a woman whoſe heart is in the poſſeſſion of another. In 
ſhort, my good Sir, as 1 have great reaſon to think the 
object of your paſſion is engaged, I muſt pronounce it 
unreaſonable and unmanly to cheriſh a flame for a perſon 
averſe to all your profeſſions; a perſon to whom you are 
apparently obnoxious. 'Take the advice of a friend, and 
ſuppreſs the flame you have cheriſhed too long. Employ 
your time and faculties to better purpoſe than that of la- 
viſhing them on a fruitleſs purſuit, Return to the plea- 
ſures of ſociety, and live as you have done, reſpected by 
the whole circle of your acquaintance, but by none more 
cordially than 

- Your molt obedient ſervant. 


LETTER CXLI.— From a young Lady to an old Gentleman, 
5 * him to deſiſt from his addreſſes. 
OTHING is more averſe to my inclination than to 
be guilty of the lealt degree of rudeneſs, and parti- 
cularly to treat old age with diſreſpe& ; but the duty I owe 
myſelf compels me to requeſt you will no longer haraſs 
me with your addreſſes, leſt you extort from me a 
language I would wiſh to avoid. If you propoſe to your- 
ſelf any ſucceſs from your application to my father to lay 
| me 


T 
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me under an injun&ton to ſurrender tg you my perſon ; you 
malt give me leave to aſſure you, that it is neither in his 
power, nor in my own, to give you my heart, becauſe it 
1 is the property of another. Let me adviſe you then to te. 
+ flect coolly on what muſt be the inevitable conſequences of 
| a match ſo inadequate in point of years. Dotage on 

your part, diſguſt on mine. Mutual wretchedneſs inſtead 
of happineſs. Take this warning, and diſcontinue the pur. 
ſait of an object, the attainment of which would only ſerye 
to torment you. I am, your's, &c. 


1 LETTER CXLIU.—From a Lady juſt recovered from the 
N Jma'l-pox, to @ former Lover. 
S IR, 


HEN you firſt did me the honour of your addreſſes, 

you complimented me on the perfections of my 
mind, as well as the beauties of my perſon, nay, you even 
1 gave a preferenceto the former. Asthe declaration of ſuitors 
mult be allowed to be queſtionable, you may recollect that 
] expreſſed ſome doubts of the truth of your profeſſion, 
1 An opportunity now offers of ſhowing yourſelf to be a 
+ man of veracity, in taking me when my only recommen- 
1 | dation, if I have any, ariſes from that conſideration to 


| 
1it which you gave the preference Your's, &c. 
18 LETTER CXLIIL.—T he Anſwer. 
N [| MaDAM, 


declaration of ſuitors in general; but as there are no 
general rules without exception, I hope to rank myſelf 
amongſt the number of thoſe men who in that inſtance do 


ml 1 Admit the truth of your remarks, with reſpe@ to the 
1 
li 
| 


honour to our ſex. Upon this principle I now offer you 

my hand, on condition of folemn promiſe, that you will 
| . retain the ſame affection for me as you diſcover in your 
late application, if I ſhould ſuſtain any perſonal defe& 
| 


. _ 
- 
q —.— 


Wit from an incidental or natural cauſe. Vour's, &c. 

| | * LETTER CXLIV.— From a young woman to a Lover, whe 
1 bad abandoned her from interefled views. 

Wit A IEA 

| 1 | HOUGH as ſoon as I attained to years capable o. 
* 17 reflection, I had cautions given me againſt the per- 


1 fidy of men, and had formed reſolutions agreeable to the 
| ſame, I find I have been enſnared by their baſe arts, You 
| are 
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on are the perfidious man, the vile deceiver ; you purſued me 
his ſo long with entreaties, ſighs, and vows, that pity in- 
* it Wjuced me to liſten, and pity ſoon changed to love, I 
re. Hattered myſelf that you would be true, though all the men 
of in the world ſhould prove falſe. But I was ſoon convinced 
on of my fooliſh credulity, by diſcovering that you paid your 
ad WF addreſſes to Lucy Lovepenny, and abandoned me becauſe 
ur. her fortune exceeded mine. Lucy and I were ſchool- 
e fellows, and we were always on a friendly footing, there- 
fore I have nothing to ſay in her diſparagement. You, 
„e however, I muſt upbraid as a bad man, and as ſuch re- 
nounce you for ever. 

cannot but pity Lucy, and tremble for her fate, as 
there is no doubt of your abandoning her as you have done 
me, if an object of more advantage ſhould preſent. Let 
me dcfire you to ſpeak of me with decency, and not make 
me the butt of your jeſts. One leſſen you have taught me, 
which I will take care to recommend to my ſex : it is this, 
never to give ear to a man, unleſs it is certain that his in- 
tere ſt will be a ſecurity for his pretended affection. 

Once your's, &c. 


— 


LETTER CXLV.—To a Lady in the country, from her 


Lower in town, 


Dear Miſs, 
ROM experience I am convinced that no paſſion lays ſo 
effectual a reſiraint upon the human mind as that of 
love, Your perſon frequently preſents itſelf to my imagi— 
nation in the moſt pleaſing form. I fancy that I am hold+ 
u ng delightful converſe with you in a ſequeſtered bower, 
end ſharing the pleaſure of pledging a mutual affection. 
ur [ was deſired, by your uncle, to chide you for neglect of 
d WW vriting, but as I cannot uſe harſh means, ſhall only aſſure 
you that your long filence has much affected me. Your 
5 father informed me that he received a letter from your 
brother a few days ago, and that you continued in good 
health, but I cannot reſt ſatisfied, as it did not come under 
your own hand, with an invitation for me to come and 


: pay you a viſit. I hope you will not keep me long in 
e ſuſpence, and deign once more to render happy one who 
u Profeſſes himſelf i 

e Vour ſincere admirer. 


LE T- 
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LETTER CXLVI.—From a young Officer on board a (vi; i if _ . 
| war at Plymouth, to a Lady in London. * 
Dear Sopbia, 


1 Could not fail embracing the firſt opportunity after on "0 


arrival in this harbour of ſhewing my reſpect for the * 
lovely object of my ſupreme deſire. The promiſe I have already ope 
obtained I am perſuaded you hold too ſacred i to be violated H a1 
from your having rejected better offers than I could make, ich 
You have doubtleſs heard of our ſucceſs in the laſt crvize; WW. is 
that is general news, 1 ſhall therefore proceed to inforn 
you of my own private concerns. Intimation has been 
given by the admiral that I am to be promoted to the rank L 
of Firſt-Lieutenant. This riſe has been effected by a ges. 
tleman related to my mother; and ut ſhall be my ſtudy to L 


do honour to his recommendation. 

I. am ſorry to find that your father ſtill oppoſes ou,“ 
union; this is a critical point, and requires much caution 
and circumſpe&ion. Your opinion fall be my guide; i 
you deem it moſt prudent to remain filent, it ſhall be ſo; i 
on the other hand you think it proper to write, I will un 
dertake the taſk, Ever ſince I had the honour of receiy- 
ing tokens of your eſteem, you have been uppermoſt in my 
thoughts, nor can any incident in life divert my attention 
from you, 

I know the benignity of your diſpoſition, and that you be 
would not have encouraged my hopes if you had intended WW!" 


to diſappoint them. I remain as ever, ” 
Your's moſt devotedly. F 
Ry N _ 


LETTER CXLVIIL.—The Lady's Anſwer. 
SIR, 

Received your's, and am happy to find that you arrived 
ſafe at Plymouth, after a ſucceſsful cruize, as well as 

. that you ſeem to be in the line of promotion, You may 
reſt aſſured of the continuance of my eſteem as long as you 
appear to deſerve it. I have the pleaſure to inform you, 
that my mother a few.days ago had ſome private converia: 
tion with my father, which I am inclined to think was i 
your favour, as the old gentleman mentioned your name 
ſeveral times afterwards in terms of reſpect. I did not. 
however on that account urge him to grant his conſent, but 
without making reply, left the event to time. I think 
| c you' 
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you may venture to write to him; but would recommend 
jou to be very plain and brief, and by all means to avoid 


eremony and adulation, knowing that he utterly deteſts 
hem. "The only way you can reaſonably hope to obtain 
is conſent is to act like an honeit man. The good opir.ion 
ou continue to entertain of me demands my thanks, and [ 
ope will encourage me flill to endeavour to deſerve it; but 


by all means avoid the very appearance of flattery, as not- 


ithſtanding the love of it is imputed to our ſex in general, 
It is peculiarly diſguſting to 
Your ſincere Friend. 


LETTER CXLVIII.—Vromibe Officer to the Father, 
Honoured Sir, 8 
URING the time [ viſited at your houſe, previous to 

my departure for Plymouth, I became enamou:ed of 
your daughter, and, as my intentions were hone!t, made 
declaration of them without reſerve. My reception was 
anſwerable to my wiſhes; but, on cool reneédon, the pro- 
priety of obtaining your conſent has appeared to me, from 
very forcible arguments, in the ſtrongeſt light. Your 
daughter in point of tituation in life is ſuperior far to me, 
being an heireſs, whereas I am but a younger ſon, though 
of a reſpectable family. 1 cngaged in the naval ſervice at 
my own particular cefire, and have been advanced in it 
beyond my expectations. To my family, I preſume, 
you can have no exception; and as to my profeſtion, if it 
is precarious, it is honourable. In the concern I now 
take the liberty of laying before you, 1 preſume not to 
dictate, but ſhall be guided entirely by your inſtructions. 
Let me entreat the favour of a line, informing whether I 
may continue my addrefſes, on my arrival in town. I 
wait your anſwer with impatience, and am, honoured Sir, 

With the profounde“ ręſpect, 
' Your molt obedient, humble ſervant. 


LETTER CXLIX.— Le 4 ather's Acer. 
Dear Sir, | 
Am much prepoſſeſſed in your behalf, by the open and 
ingenuous diſpoſition you diſcover in the letter I re- 
ceived from you concerning my daughter. My regard for 
any perſon ever has, and ſhall be founded upon merit of 
character. I obſerved an intimacy take place between you, 
during che time of your relidence in our neighbourhood. 


*; 


She 


2 
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She has been long and deſervedly a favourite, and conf. 
quently the object of my particular care and attention, þ 
that 1 preſume it cannot but be agreeable to you to he 
informed, that her connection with you meets my ap. 
gore From the knowledge I have of your family 

can pronounce it honourable ; your profeſſion is confef. 
edly ſo throughout every age and country. 

Your propoſal is ſo diſintereſted, that it urges me mol 
forcibly to compliance; as to diſparity in point af fortune, 
it is a circumſtance which will have no weight with me, 
Since the naval line has been your particular choice, I woul 
by no means preſs you to relinquiſh it, eſpecially as yo 
feem to bein the road to preferment, and may become a 
ornament to your profeſſion, and an honour to your coun- 
try. But if now or hereafter, you ſhould be diſpoſed t 
gait a ſcene fraught with danger, noiſe, and buſtle, for 
the enjoyment of domeſtic tranquil life, my houſe is x 
your command, If, on the contrary, you are determined 
to perſevere in the purſuit in which you are engaged, ny 
intereſt is equally ſo, I feel the infirmities, mental and 
bodily, coming upom me, that are the general attendant 
upon advanced years, fo that I muſt confeſs I ſhould wih 
to paſs the remainder of life in the ſociety of thoſe who 
are neareſt and deareſt to me by the ties of nature, and the 
bonds of union, My daughter will write to you by ny 
conſent, and upon the ſame ground give you an jnvits- 
tion to our houſe. 'To enſure my favour you have only to 
endeavour to deſerve it. Be a good man, and my all ſhal 
be your's. | 


LETTER CL.—From a Gentleman to a young Lat 
without fortune, whom he had known in early life. 
Dear Miſs, | | 
Preſume, when you look at the ſuperſcription, you will 
call to mind the intimacy that ſubſiſted between us 
in our youthful days, when we enjoyed the ſweets of inno- 
cence, unencumbered by the cares of more advanced life. 
Without further preamble, I inform you, that as a ſingu- 
lar circumſtance has taken place in my fayour, I could no 
longer conceal it from one on whom J have for a e6nſider- 


able time placed my affections, though I was convinced df 


the impropriety of diſcloſing my paſſion, till I had it in 
my power to provide for you in a proper manner. vince 
every 


ver. 


and 
you 
what 


form 
have 
men 
with 
pati. 
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ſe every inconvenience is now removed, I come to the point, 
ind make you a tender of my hand and heart. To give | 

you all defirable ſatisfaction, with reſpec to the truth of oj 
hat I advanced, I refer you to my uncle, who will in- | 
I; Worm you of the particulars of my ſituation, When you | 
.Whave made this neceſſary enquiry, I hope you will favour | 

me with a line, and let me know how you are diſpoſed 
of with reſpect to my propoſal. I wait your pleaſure with im- 
ne, {Wpatience, and am in the mean time, Your's molt ſincerely, 


LETTER CLI.—The Anſwer. 
SIR, | 4 
OUR's I received, and feel myſelf bound, by the rule j 

of good manners, to return an anſwer. Thave con- . 

ſulted my father oa your propoſal, and made the neceſſary 
enquiry of your uncle, and as I find it conſiſtent with the 
inclinations of them both, cannot object to it myſelf, as it 
appears to be fair, open, and generous. To deal can- 


1 didly with you, I inform you, that as your perſon is agree- 
* able, your character unimpeached, and your circumſtances 


ſuperior to what | have a righqto expect; to which when 

ho | add the approbation of tho e whoſe judgement ſhoald | 
}, {WM <gulate my conduct, I will freely give you my hand, if | 
you think ic worthy your acceptance. 

I am, youfs, &c. 


to LETTER CLII.— From a Clergyman to a new-married ; 


al Couple, on the reciprocal duties of the conjuga! tate. | 
My dear Friends, | 

— 8, amongſt other offices of my function, it has fallen 

dj to my lot to unite you in the bands of marriage, ac- 


cording to the rites of our church, and I am likewiſe 

anxiouſly concerned for your future welfare and happineſs, 
11 L have taken the liberty to offer a few hints reſpecting the 
us WF nature and obligations of the ſtate into which you have 
0- WW entered by mutual conſent. The general deſign af the | 
ſe. inttitution is explained in the ſacred Scripture, a ſelect part 
u* Wl of which referring to the ſame, is, as you mult lately | 
n0 Il have obſerved, appointed to be read in the church ſervice, 
r. ¶ on the ſolemnization of the marriage rites. I have, there- 
of WW fore, only to remind you, that according to the purport of | 
in the inſtitution, the obligations of the marriage ſtate are 
ce ¶ reciprocal, or in plain terms, there are certain duties which | 
ry | the | 
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the huſband owes to the wife, and the wife to the huſband LI 
aud the performance of theſe duties is eſſentially neceſſan 
to their mutual welfare and happineſs. Read them oy 
then with ſuch deliberation as to tix them in your memory 
look within your breaſts, and ſee if you can diſcover; 
deſire of conformity. If your motives for entering into the 
ſtate be well founded, you will need very little, if an 
perſuaſion at all to fulkl the duties of it. You will lov it 
and cheriſh each other; participate in the joy or grief th or 
reſults from proſperity or adverſity, exerciſe mutual ſo ot 
bearance, and, in a word, live but for each other. Thi at 
huſband will attend to the more important concerns in lik ar 
both at home and abroad; the wife will be occupied i w 
the neceſſary buſineſs of domeſtic economy ; love will be 
produce a tend: rneſs of regard on the one hand, and a tl 
obedience of conduct on the other; and an affection will h 
thereby be cemented that can end but with your life. Thu y 
this may be your happy caſe is the fincere wiſh of * 

Your molt humble ſervant, W y 


LET'L ER.—CLIUI.— Frem a Lady to her Suitor, expreſſuy 
concern at being abſent when ht firfl came to viſit her, 
SIR, 

T gives me the greateſt concern that abſence deprivelil { 
me ofthe plzafure of receiving your viſit yeſterday, as| 

deem it hogularly unfortunate to loſe the firſt teſtimony d 

your fiiendfhip, and cannot bet think it muſt give you 

ſome uneaſineſs, if you entertain any degree of regard for 

me. I can only ſay upon the occaſion, that I ſhall be e.; 

tremely happy in an opportuuity of pleading my excuſe, 

nor can it be ſo ſoon as I deſire. I am, Sir, 
Your molt humble ſervant, 


— 


LETTER CLIV.— From the ſame, on her going into tt 
| Country. | 

S IR. 
Take the liberty to acquaint you, that I ſet out to- 
morrow for the country, and to aſſure you at the ſame 
time that I quit the town with no regret but that of leaving 
you. The perſon to whom J am going will afford me no 
conſolation, therefore all the ſatisfaction I can receive during Ml 
my abſence will be entirely owing to your fidelity, Think, 
of me, or forget for ever what I promiſed you. Adieu. 


LET 
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LETTER CLV.—To a Lady of exquiſite beauty on the 


uſeleſcneſs of exterior ornaments. 
Mabau, 

ARDON the liberty I take in offering you a piece of 
advice, though perſuaded the ladies in general are not 
diſpoſed to receive any. Be that as it may, I am too great 
an admirer of your beauty, to neglect informing you, that 
it will ſuſtain a great injury, if you aſſume ſuperfluous 
ornaments upon an approaching public occaſion. Let 


others of your ſex have recourſe to ornaments; there are - 


artificial beauties which ſerve them inſtead of the natural, 
and we men are obliged to them for gratifying our eyes 
with ſomething more agreeable than their own perſons ; 
but ſhould you follow their example, we ſhould not have 
the ſame obligations to you. Every ornament you afſume 
hides a charm, as every ornament taken from you reſtores 
you ſome new grace, and you are never ſo lovely as when 
we behold in you nothing but yourſelf. "Thoſe who keep 
your jewels from you are better friends to your beauty 
than you imagine, Nature has been at all the expence, 
and as you would be ungrateful, ſo we ſhould betray an ill 
taſte, ſhould we not be equally content with that profuſion 
of gifts ſhe has heaped upon you, I have the honour to 
ſubſcribe myſelf, Madam, 


; Your moſt devoted ſervant, 


LETTER CLVI.—From a Lover complimenting @ Lady. 
Mapanm, 
OUR preſence is the ſummit of my wiſhes ; the ex- 
pectation of enjoying it affords me no ſmall pleaſure ; 
this I taſted for ſix hours together in waiting for you at the 
aſſembly yeſterday evening. However [ ſhall not fail to be 


with you at the hour appointed ; it is too much my concern 
not to fail. I am, Madam, 


Your's, &c. 


LETTER CLVII.—25 a Lady on the real evidence of love. 
Ma DAM, 


HOUGH the love I bear you is far above the com- 
mon ſtrain, I can find no other terms to expreſs it 
than thoſe to which you are every day accuſtomed. I muſt 


therefore entreat you to pay no regard to my words; but 


turn your attention to my behaviour, and if that convinces 
AT you 
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length condeſcend to do me juſtice, and believe that find 


every thing I ſay or do; in a word, I muſt lock myſelf uy, 


you of a ſincere and laſting paſſion, I hope you will x 


I can lozewith fo much ardour where I have no encourage. 
ment, nothing will exceed my paſſion when you are pleaſed 
to make gratitude the motive. I am, &c. 
LETTER CLVUL.—T he Lady's Anfecer. 
S IX, 

F any thing inclines me to diſbelieve you when you 
1 ſpeak of love, it 1s your ſpeaking too well upon tha 
ſubject. You write more like a man who would be though 
in love, than one who is really ſo. But as J by no mean 
wiſh to draw raſh concluſions, I accept the offer you pm. 
poſe, and will leave your behaviour to determine wha 
ſentiments you entertain of me. I am, &c. 


* 


LETTER CLIX.— 2% a Lady after the Day of Marriag 
Was ö fixed. 


Madan, 
Find it impoſſible to attend to the duties of love a 
buſineſs at one and the ſame time. I am detected i 


or Others will luck me up as a madman. Upon the Ex 
change I was aſked what ncws from che Continent ? I. 
ſwered, ſhe's exquiſitely handſome. Another defired tt 
know when I was laſt at Margate? I replied ſhe intends u 
go with me. Allow me, therefore, to kiſs your haut 
before the appointed day, that my mind may be in fon 
degree of compulure. 

I am, ever your's, &c. 


LETTER CLX.—To a Lady on the power of beauty, 
MavDan, : | 
Regollect that ſome time ago I made you a foolilh 
1 promiſe that I would only entertain for you that prude , 
kind of f-iendſhip which is attended with no diſquie} * 
but as | tind I have made a wrong eltimate both of youll 
power and my own, and that it is impoſlible for met 
keep my word, I muſt beg leave to retract it, You wil 
permit me to entreat your pardon if l have no power , 
3 the promiſe I made you; in every thing elle yo | 
all find me as good as my word. At the ſame time 
mult beg leave to aſſure you, that if I deceived yu, 50 


Fit deceived me; for notwichſtanding you always # 


Pease 


—— 
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peared to me as one of the moſt charming pores in the 
world, yet I rever imagined you could have been thus for- 
midable to a heart ſo little inclined to ſervitude as mine. 


Your's, &c. 


LO 


— — | 


LETTER CLXI.—To a Lady from a Lover determined ts 
gain her afection. 
MaDam, 

HETHER you are pleaſed or not at the declaration, 

1 mult undertake to affirm, that one time or other 

you will certainly love me. Notwithſtanding your indif- 
ference may be great, I have conſtancy enough to overcome 
it; nothing is difficult to one in purſuit of ſuch charms as 
your's; I have no buſineſs that is half ſo dear to me. If 
you ſhow me no favour at all, I will ply you with aſſidui- 
ties. If you oppoſe me with rivals, the deſpair of equal- 
ing my ſervices, ſhall cauſe them to deſert you. In ſhort, 
I am determined to tire out your indifference, and thus, 
aſter much time, oppreſſed with love, tenderneſs, and 


reſpect, you will not know which way to turn, and at 
length be compelled to love me. 


Your's, &c. 


5 
— 


LETTER CLXII.— From a Lady reprebendi 
for groundls/s Fealouſy. 
SIX, 


OU muſt permit me to declare my ſarpriſe that yo 

ſhould diſcover jealouſy from a cauſe that I ſhould 
imagine would have natuially produced a contrary 
effect. I gave you an account of my pretended admirer, 
and think my exactneſs in acquainting you with everytrifle 
ought to convince you of my fidelity. You cannotcharge 
me with any predilection in his favour. How unworthy 
then are your ſuſpicions! Had you a juſt Idea of the 
ard ur of my affection, and what I endure for your ſake, 
I am perſuaded you would wiſh for mine that I loved you 


leſs tenderly, Baniſh your groundleſs jealouſy, and reſt 
akured that I am only, 


ng her Lover 


Your's, &c, 


LET- 
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LETTER CLXHIl.—From the Mate of an Eaft-India 
Ship, to his Sweetheart in London. 
Cape of Good Hope, April 20. 
My dear Betſey, id MEAD 
Have been now abſent from England one year and nine 
months, during which time I have ſuffered more hard. 
ſhips than ever I expected to have met with in this World, 
nor could any thing have ſupported me but the thoughts of 
ou, in conſequence of the promiſe you made when I em- 
Parked at Graveſend. That promiſe, I hope, remains 
ſacred, and will only terminate in your being mine. The 
Nottingham has juſt ſailed, and we ſhall follow her as ſoon 
as we are able to repair ſome Damages our Ship has met 
with, and taken in freſh proviſions. We intend to put in 
at Cork in Ireland, and if you will dife& a letter for me 
to be left at the Golden Harp in that city, you may de- 
pend on its coming ſafely to hand. I have ſeen many 
things ſince I left England ; but I ſhall only mention the 
following: 

« When I was at Madraſs, I waz one day ordered up a 
« river to procure proviſions, and to eſtabliſh a trade 
«© with ſome of the inhabitants, who lived in the more 
4 interior parts of the country; we had twelve Engliſh 
c ſailors on board, with four Laſcars, or Eaſt Indians; 
« two of our ſailors were young men, brothers, and they 
« with the four Laſcars went on ſhore in order to catch 
«« ſome Parrots, who in that part of the world fly about in 
4 the ſame manner as wild fowls do in England. They 
« proceeded a little way up into a wood, when two fierce 
«« tygers came out of their lurking dens, and ſeized one 
«© of the brothers, whom they tore in pieces, while the 
« Other, with the Laſcars, ſwam to the boat.“ 

Such- my dear, were the particulars of this tragical 
affair, and I ſuppoſe you will bleſs God that you live in 
England, where no ſuch accidents can happen; but, my 
dear, there are tygers in England, even in a human ſhape, 
or why ſhould there be ſo many cheats in that land of li- 
berty ? but there is another ſort of cheats, I mean thoſe 
who in the abſence of ſuch poor young fellows as myſelf, 
encourage young women to break the moſt ſolemn'pro- 
miſe: ; but knowing your good ſenſe, I reſt aſſured of 
your conſtancy ; and am, your ſincere lover, 

James CoLrins: 
MISCEL- 
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MISCELLANEOUS LETTERS 


On various, inſtructive, aud important Subjects. 


LETTER CLXIV.— Oz the Subje of Friendſhip. 


Dear Sir, 


HROUGH the prevalence of illiberal principles, 
and the tendency of examples in the conduct of 
mankind, numbers have been induced not only to doubt 
the reality of friendſhip, but to conſider it as a mere fic- 
tion. This, however, thank Heaven! has not been our 
caſe. We enjoy a mutual ſatisfaction on reflecting, that 
the amity, or perſonal regard for each other, which com- 
menced at an early period of life, has encreaſed with ad- 
vancing years, and is terſding to maturity with revolving 
time, That principle of the human mind, known by the 
general appellation of friendſhip, is the very baſis of ſo- 
ciety, and feems to have been coeval with its firſt forma- 
tion, Congenial minds, or, in plain terms, perſons of 
ſimilar tempers and diſpoſitions, who think and feel alike, 
enjoy a ſingular pleaſure in the company of each other, as 
it affords them an opportunity of diſcloſing their inmoſt 
thoughts, and participating pleaſure or pain, according to 
the ordinary courſe of events. With reſpe to the friend- 
ſhip ſubſiſting between us, I muſt ingenuouſly declare, that 
you have taken the active, I the paſſive part, It has been 
your's to confer, mine to receive benefits ; while your 
good offices have been performed in ſuch a manner as to 
leave the motive and ſpring of action beyond a doubt. 
But as generous minds are not only averſe to flattery, but 
even reluctant to the very tribute of praiſe, I ſhall leave 
you to enjoy the conſolation of conſcious virtue; and 
ſubſcribe myſelf, 


Your's moſt affectionately. 


E z 127 


—— — 
— — * 


> "ap — 
— ä — 


9 3 __ 
* — 


— — 1 - 
re —— —_=.... 


— 


a 


— — ä — —-— — 


N 


— 


—— ˖— 


— 


U Iv p— 3 — 


. 
X * 


— — — 
Rr — —— 


— 
— — — —— 
- 


— — — 


10 FAMILIAR, USEFUL, INSTRUCTIVE, 


LETTER CLXV.—4 Di/p/oy of Friendſhip after Death, 
My dear Friend, 
\ \ HEN we had laſt the pleaſure of an interview, you 
may remember that our converſation turned upon 
the epiſtolary correſpondence which was maintained a con- 
ſiderable time between the late Pamela Piety, and one of 
her friends. Upon recollection, I cannot but expreſs a 
deſire that the productions of ſo ingenious and moral a 
en as that of Pamela ſhould be tranſmitted to poſterity ; 
indeed | am perſuaded the riſing generation would profit by 
10 ſhining an example. The ſubje& of her letters are well 
choſen ; her ityle is elegant and unaffected, and her main 
dciign is evidently to inculcate principles of piety and 
virtue, Her general remarks on men aud manners are cor- 
rect, and her plan altogether ſo inſtructive and entertain- 
ing, as to juſtify publication upon every principle. It 
would be an inſtance of the higheſt ingratitude in her 
friends, as well as palpable inſult to her memory, to ſuffer 
ſo exalted a character as that of the amiable Pamela, to be 
conſigned to oblivion. Trifles may amuſe for a moment; 
but they make no laſting impreſſion, while the ſtamp of 
moral truth, as founded upon immutable principles, is 
indelible, I ſhall conclude with expreſſing my aſſurance of 
your prepoſſeſſion in favour of the cauſe to be ſuch as not 
0 admit of a doubt of your compliance with my requeſt. 
Your's ſincerely, 


LETTER CLXVI.—Thbe Anfwer. 

Dear Sar, 
S ceremony is inconſiſtent with the character we pro- 
fels, I make no apology for opening my mind to 
you on the ſubject of your laſt letter. To be plain then, 
I mui declare that I never entertained a defign of with- 
holding the letters of our deceaſed friend Pamela from 
the public view; I entirely agree with you as to the merit 


— 


of her epiſtolary productions, and the benefits that muſt 


ariſe to ſociety from their publication. Theſe letters then, 
together with thoſe of her friends, are at your ſervice; 
and that you may iſſue them into the world in a proper 
manner, it may not be amiſs to furniſh you with the fol- 

lowing memoirs of the deceaſed: 
Though ſhe was deſcended from poor parents, they gave 
her an education far above her ſphere in life, which ſhe 
| improved 


— 
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improved to the moſt laudable purpoſes. She had been 
employed as private tutoreſs in a family of rank, as well 
as aſliltant-teacher ,in an eminent boarding ſchool, Both 
theſe offices ſhe filled in a moſt reſpectable manner, and 
conciliated the eſteem of all with whom ſhe was concerned, 
As her grand aim was to be uſeful in life, ſhe purſued it 
without deviation, till death put an end to her generous 
exertions. You may improve upon theſe hints at pleaſure, 
and introduce ſuch anecdotes as may appear to you perti- 
nent and intereſting. 'That the undertaking may ſubſerve 
its deſign is the ſincere with of 
Your humble Servant, 


— — 


"I — 


LETTER CLXVII.—Frem a Father to his Son, adviſing 
him to be cautious in contracting a Friendſhip, 
Dear Tom, 


ROM a perſuaſion of my ſuperiority in knowledge and 

experience as the effect of ſeniority in years, you 
will, I preſume, attend to my opinion and advice in every 
important particular that concerns your conduct in life, 
amongſt others, I would recommend to you now you are 
entering upon the theatre of the world, the greatelt cau- 
tion in the choice of a friend, as a point that moſt eſſen- 
tially concerns your intereſt and welfare, In this choice 
the chief regard ſhould be had to moral character, as the 
only foundation for hope, and expectation of derivin 
benefit from the connection. I know the maſk. of friend- 
ſhip is too frequently aſſumed to perpetuate the molt inſi- 
duous purpoſes, and its ſacred name uſurped to veil the 
darkeſt defigns ; conſiderations neceſſary to be obſerved in 
the formation of our friendſhips. The firſt is, that when 
ſuddenly contracted they are generally the effect of a de- 
praved heart on the one fide, and a weak head on the 
other : the laſt, that no friendſhip can be beneficial or per- 
manent but that which has virtue for its baſis, and ariſes 
from mutual eſteem, which muſt be the effect of long in- 
tercourſe and obſervation, You will attend to theſe hints, 
as proceeding from 

| Your affectionate father. 


E 4 LET. 
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LETTER CLXVIII.—To a Friend on the importance of 


fecrecy in certain particular inſtances, 
Dear Sir, 

HE obligations of friendſhip are numerous, but 
amongſt them all, none I apprehend is more im- 
portant than an inviolable obſervance of ſecrecy in ſome 
particular inſtances, eſpecially when enjoived or mutually 
evra yn This talent or quality of ſecrecy is of the 
igheſt importance in many of the concerns of human life, 
nor Can intercourſe, either friendly or commercial, be car- 
ried on without it. Notwithſtanding its importance, it is 
rarely to be found, mankind in general being actuated by 
ſiniſter views, or an inſurmountable propenſity to divulge 
whatever is communicated in confidence. To obviate the 
evils which attend this breach of friendſhip, it is neceſſary 
to be well acquainted with the temper and diſpoſition of a 
man, before you enter into an amicable alliance with him, 
remembering, that the man who divulges his own ſecrets 

will divulge thoſe of another. 

I am, your's ſincerely, 


LETTER CLXIX,—To a young Man on diſobedience to 


Parents. 

Dear Couſin, 

8 you have received a religious education, and poſ- 
A ſeſs a conſiderable degree of natural underſtanding, 
] am perſuaded you cannot be ignorant of the great im- 

ortance of obedience to parents. You muſt know that 
both duty and gratitude enjoins ſubmiſſion to their will, 
and that filial ptety 1s ranked amongſt the cardinal virtues, 
It is with pain, therefore, that I feel myſelf under a ne- 
ceſſity of cenſuring your conduct in an inflance that re- 
fleas equal diſgrace on your education and underſtanding. 
The inſtance 1 mean to point out to you is, an irreverent 
behaviour to your parents in thwarting their wills, though 
but in trivial matters, and occaſionally acting repugnant to 
their inclinations, though in affairs of but little moment. 
Though I do not charge you with any atrocious conduct, 
I muſt reaſon with you onthe impropriety of what I deem 
indecent retorts on any little peeviſh expreſſions that may 
drop from them through the infirmities of age, I have 
frequently obſerved you delinquent in filial duty, and muſt 
therefore admoniſh you to review your conduct with an 
| | impartial 
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impartial eye, and try to fix a reſolution of amendment. 
Summon reaſon to your aid, attend to its dictates, and 
then you will diſcharge the duties of life both ſocial and 
relative, Your father and mother have no knowledge of 
my writing to you on this ſubject. My ſole motive is 


family regard, in which light if received it will be taken 


in good part, and moſt probably anſwer the deſign of 
a Your's affectionately. 


LETTER CLXX.—Or the permanency of fincere Friendſhips. 
Dear Sir, 

Am happy that a late inſtance of diſingenuous conduct, 
1 though I deteſt the cauſe, has afforded additional proof 
of the ſolid baſis on which ſincere friendſhip is founded. 
Envious and malicious ſpirits, ever liberal in characters, I 
was given to underſtand, had inſidiouſly ſuggeſted, through- 
out the circle of our acquaintance, that I had forfeited 
your eſteem. Unconſcious of any demerit on my part, 
and conſcious of rectitude of principle on your's, I was. 
not in the leaſt affected by the information; though I mult 
confeſs it gave me ſingular ſatisfaction to find the malevo- 
lent report totally fruſtrated, from the aſſurance I received 
from you of the continuance of your good opinion. To 
deſerve your favours long has been, and ever ſhall be, 
my ſtudy in the proſecution of all laudable means ; per- 
ſuaded you will never call that man your friend who is an 
enemy to ſociety. 


I remain, your's, &c. 


LETTER CLXXI.—To à young Gentleman on reſerved. 


behaviour in company. 


Dear Sir, 
. will pardon the liberty I take when I aſſure you 
was much hurt at obſerving the unguarded manner 
ia which you delivered your opinion on a certain ſubject 
that came into converſation when I dined laſt at your 
uncle's, eſpecially as I found you had not a competent 


knowledge of it. There can be no greater evidence of 
ſolid ſenſe, than to diſcern when it is proper to ſpeak, and 


when to be filent, becauſe by ſo doing we avoid both the 
imputation of impertinence and ignorance, and preſerve 
the reſpect of thoſe with whom we aſſociate. A turn for 
converſation, founded on uſeful and experimental know- 

E ;. ledge,, 
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ledge, is doubtleſs inſtructive and entertaining, yet a well 
governed reſerve in general argues wiſdom, and promotes 
Peace, and it 1s more commendable to ſpeak a little to the 


Purpole than to talk much without effect. That you may 


acquit yourſelf upon every occaſion with propriety is the 
ſincere defire of 


Your's moſt ſincerely, 


LETTER CLXXII.—To @ Friend, communicating à par- 
ticular circumſtance, as a plea for the requeſt of a particular 
fawour, | 

My dear Friend, 
1 Appriſed you a few days ago of the death of my uncle, 
and info med you, at the ſame time, that his real eſtate 
muſt devolve to me. Having ſince diſcovered that there 
is a child, for whom I think myſelf bound, both in juſ- 
tice and humanity to provide, but being unwilling to dif- 
cloſe the matter at preſent to my father, I ſhould deem it 
a ſingular inſtance of friendſhip, if you would afford him 
protection, till affairs can be brought about. The mother 
is gone off, and the boy muſt be removed from the houſe 
where they lodged. TI 1equelt of you to keep the circum- 
ſtance inviolably ſecret, and let me know your Cetermina- 
tion as ſpeedily as poſſible. I pledge my honour to reim- 
burſe you for any expence you may be at, and to do all in 
my power upon every occaſion to requite the favyour. 
Pardon the liberty I take upon ſo urgent an occaſion, and 
rel aſſured that I ſhall ever continue x 
Your ſincere friend, &c. 


LETTER CLXII.—The Friend's Anſwer. 

Dear Sir, | 
ROM the commencement of our friendſhip to the 
preſent time, I never knew a circumſtance that ſo 
lirongly recommended you to my favour and confidence as 
that which you communicate in your Jaſt letter. You give 
proof of a due ſenſe of the obligations of juſtice and hu- 
manity, and lay me under a neceſſity, from an approbation 
of the principles which influences your conduct, to com- 
ply with your requeſt. I no ſooner diſcloſed the affair to 
my wife, than ſhe applauded your design, and declared 
her readineſs to promote it, Send me word immediately 
where the boy is, and I will bring him from cm 
take 
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ake him into my family, and treat him as my own till 
you ſhall find it proper to remove him. TI remain 

Yuur conſtant Friend. 


—— — 


LETTER CLXXIV.—To a Friend on being remiſs in 


correſpondence, 


Dear Sir, 


T gives me no ſmall degree of anxiety to find myſelf 
1 ſo frequently diſappointed in my expectations of hear- 
ing from you. Formerly you was molt punctual in your 
correſpondence, but now I have written no leſs than fix 
letters without receiving an anſwer to one of them. Be— 
ſides, as a conſiderable time is elapſed ſince I wrote to you 
laſt, during which I have not even heard of you, doubts 
have ariſen in my mind concerning the ſtate of your health. 
I think from my general conduct and behaviour, you muſt 
be perſuaded that I have a real concern for your welfare 
and intereſt, and as I am unconſcious of having given any 
offence, could wiſh to be convinced that I ſtand in your 
opinion as I long have done; by your compliance with my 
earneſt requeſt that you would favour me with a line as ſoon 
as poſſible. I remain, as ever, 

Your affectionate Friend. 


| LETTER CLXXV.—The Anſwer. 
My dear Friend, 


1 Plead guilty of the charge you bring againſt me for 
default in correſpondence, and cannot but bluſh in 
being compelled, for the ſake of veracity, to acknow- 
ledge the receipt of your ſix letters without the return of 
an anſwer. Your forgiveneſs I. can only aſk on the ſcore 
of confeſſing palt delinquency, and promiling future punc- 
tuality in the diſcharge of the duties incumbent on me as 
your profeſſed Friend. As you expreſs fo generous a con- 
cern for my welfare, I have the pleafure to inform you, 
that I have enjoyed an uninterrupted (tate of health ſince 
the time of our lat interview. Pardon all omiſſions, and 
reſt aſſured, that | ho!d your good opinion in the higheſt 
eltcem; and ſhall ever remain, 
Your obliged humble Servant, 


— 
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LETTER CLXXVI.—To a Friend on the improvement of 


Time, 
Dear Sir, 

"No the importance of improving time, with 

reſpect to preſent and future welfare has been 
pointed out by the ableſt writers, you will nevertheleſs 
permit me to drop a friendly hint on the ſubject. There 
is not a man in the world who does not expreſs a deſire to 
enjoy life ; and yet how different are their ideas of the 
objets which conſtitute that enjoyment. It we attend to 
the dictates of reaſon, and the precepts of religion, we 
ſhall find that our time ſhould be divided between our 
religious and our ſocial duties, that is in acts of devotion 
to the ſupreme creator of the univerſe, and ſuch acts or 
functions in life, as reſpe& our own welfare, or that of our 
fellow-creatures. There is not a day, or even an hour, 
which does not bring with it its neceſſary employ, or 
affords not ſome opportunity of doing or getting good, 
There are men of a philoſophical turn, who allot preciſe 
proportions of time to the different purpoſes of buſineſs, 
ſociety, relaxation, and repoſe, and, in my humble opi- 
nion, ſuch examples arc highly worthy of imitation. We 
Mould exert our utmoſt abilities in the performance of 
whatever we undertake, and by all means avoid delay, or 
deferring that till to-morrow which ſhould be done to-day, 
his is the opinion and advice of 

Your ſincere Friend, &c. 


LETTER CLXXVII.— From à Lady to a Female Friend, 
<vboe beauty had beem impaired by the ravages of the ſmall- 


pcæ. 8 
My dear Sophia, 
ERMIT me to congratulate you on your recovery 
from an epidemical diſeaſe, which though by its 
effects it has impaired your perſonal beauties, can never 
diveſt you of thoſe graces which adorn your mind. Beauty, 
as wiſe men obſerve, is but ſkin deep, liable to hourly 
attacks, and muſt of neceſſity be impaired by time; whereas 
ood ſenſe and virtue not only retain their charms during 
ife, but may truely be ſaid to live beyord the grave. 
You cannot, | am perſuaded, harbour a ſuſpicion that I 


mean to taunt you upon this occaſion ; on the contrary, 


you mult bet ully convinced, that my deſign is to conſole 
you 
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you upon principles rational, ſolid, and permanent. But 

I ſhall dwell no longer on remarks which your own know- 

ledge cannot fail to ſuggeſt, than to ſubſcribe myſelf, 
Your's ſincerely, 


LETTER CLXXVIII.— % a Friend on ceremonious Viſits. 
Dear Sir, 

Beg pardon for my neglect of fulfilling my engagement 
I with you yeſterday, which I preſume you will grant, 
when I aſſure you that the canſe was owing to one of thoſe 
impertinent intruders called formal viſitors. Though I 
love ſociety, and am never more happy than when engaged 
in inſtructing or entertaining converſation, I would rather 
be ſequeſtered from the world, and paſs my days in a re- 
cluſe cell, or loneſome cot, than be harraſſed with the 
vexations, nonſenſe, and ceremony, of theſe diſguſting 
mortals. If they would confine their viſits within the 
circle of ſoch as were of a ſimilar diſpoſition with them- 
ſelves, they would not interrupt the ſocial intercourſe of 
the reſt of mankind ; but they infeſt all quarters, and are 
the bane of almoſt every company. For my own part [ 
conſider myſelf as doing penance when I am compelled to 
give them a hearing. Liowever, I will take care to pre- 
vent diſappointment on any future invitation that may 
take place between us, and remain, 

Your ſincere Friend, 


LETTER CEXXIX.— On the Effects of a ſudden Change of 
Fortune, 
Friend Tom, 

1 Am perſuaded you will participate with me in the con- 
ſolation that mult ariſe from the ſudden change that has 
taken place in the ſituation of my affairs conſequent on an 
event merely fortuitous. Know then, that having em- 
barked as an adventurer in the laſt lottery, fortune turned 
me up the ſecond trump in the game of tickets, namely, a 
twenty thouſand pounder. Though I endeavoured to 
ſummon all my reaſoning power to my aid, I could hardly 
keep my mind upon the due poiſe, or remove the giddineſs 
which ſuch an extraordinary event cauſed in my brain; in- 
deed Jam of opinion, that I underwent a temporary deli- 
rium. However, I think I am now reſtored to my proper 
ſenſes. I ſhall conclude with aſſuring you, that I am fin- 

cerely, Your's to command. 
LET. 
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LETTER CLXXX.—Di/uaſive from Female Indtlicacy, 
Dear Sally, 

ROM the affection I entertained for your amiable 
mother while living. and the eſteem in which I ſhall 


ever hold her memory, I cannot but be anxious for your 


improvement in every accompliſhment of mind and perſon, 
that can render you happy in yourſelf, and reſpectable in 
the world. You cannot conceive my aftoniſhment and dif. 
guſt, when J lately beheld you diſguiſed in a Riding- Coat, 
with half a dozen capes, the ſleeves and waiſt full of but- 
tons, the latter encircled with a belt; your hair turned 
up negligently behind; your head covered with a broad- 
brimed beaver, placed on the decline, the crown orna- 
mented with an enormous gold band. To complete the 
metamorphoſis, you ſeemed to have adopted a maſculine 
manner of deportment ; indeed I mult be plain to tell 
you, that your air and mein in general appeared to me as 
the natural effect of the dreſs you aſſumed, or, in other 
words, that you had forgotten your ſex. But let me turn 
from the diſagreeable ſutjeft, and remind you, that how- 
ever prevalent this unbecoming affectation may be through 
the exalted rank of thoſe females who ſet the example; the 
real, attractive, permanent ornaments of the ſex, are 
grace and elegance of figure diſplayed to advantage by 
dreſs modeit and duely proportioned, and enhanced by a 


deportment delicate and reſerved. If you wiſh to main- 


tain the eſteem of the ſenſible part of mankind, or recom- 
commend yourſelf to an individual of our ſex of refined 
feelings, you will remember that without thoſe ornaments 


you can make no impreſſion to your real intereſt, or lay a 


well grounded foundation for your hap pineſs, preſent or 
future. Take theſe hints from 
Your affectionate Uncle, &c, 


LETTER CLXXXI.—On Rural Life from a Lady of 4 
volatile turn in the country to her {Friend in Towns 

Dear Charlotte ! | 

Y fituation in Mrs. Loneſome's family may well be 

called et'rement, where there is u variety, very 

little proſpect, no ſociety, and ſcarce any thing to do. 

Mrs. Loneſome ſometimes endeavours, indeed, to amule 

me with a tedious harangue, on what the calls ine plea- 

fures of rural retirement; but upon me it produces a quite 

contrary 
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contrary effect; for inſtead of being amuſed, 1 am thrown 
into the vapours, and ſtand in need of the aid of hartſ- 
horn to revive me from a depreſſion of ſpirits, brough* on 
by attending to the melancholy ſubject.“ Sequeſtered 
roves, flowery lawns, and purling ttreams, may gratify 
inactive minds, wrapped up in contemplati-n, and conſti- 
tute their perfection of happineſs; but, confidered in the 
abſtract, they have no charms tor me, becauſe my 1preme 
delight is centered in the enjoyment of ſociety; the 
pleaſure of variety, and that ſucceſſion of eveuts which 
neceſſarily occur in cities and courts, and affords ſubjects to 
employ thought, and fix attention. Mauch has been {aid 
in commendation of rural liſe, as highly conducive to the 
improvement of the mind; but for my part, I muſt inge- 
nuouſly confeſs I have not penetration to diſcover why the 
faculties of reaſon and reflection may not be as effectually 
employed amidit the intercourſe of the active world, as in 
a lifeleſs ſcene of ſolitude, barren of objects to relieve 
either the mind or the eye. As ſuch 1s my ſituation, and 
ſuch my opinion, you will act the part of a f:iend in ſend- 
ing me ſome news, as the only means of diſpelling what 
our great bard calls loathed melancholy. 
I remain, your's ſincerely. 


LETTER CLXXXII.—The Anjaver, 
Dear Lucy, | | 

Feel for your dreary ſituation, and ſincerely wiſh you a 

ſeedy deliverance ; but as it is in conſequence of your 
father's determination, you are in duty bound to ſubmit, 
The ſtanding topics of converſation in town have not, my 
dear Lucy, varied in the leaſt, Politics and faſhions are 
the conſtant ſubjects, and mankind ſtill continue to quarrel 
abhut their honeſty, of which as uſual there is more ox 
than reality. Impartial men think we have as many 
quacks in politics, law, phyſic, and divinity, as ever; 
and that public good 1s as little preferred to private inte- 
relt, We have here events enough to aioniſh us, diver- 
ſions enough to amuſe us, and vices enough to appal us, 
not that I mean to infinuate mankind are more corrupt now 


ent, 


— 


than they were a century ago. All the news [ could gather 


that particularly aſfects you is, that Captain Conqueſt is 
ordered to the Eaſt- Indies with the regiment he belongs to, 
2 circumſtance which, though it may give you concern on 

the 
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the one hand muſt afford you conſolation on the other; 
as it will be an inducement to your father to ſend for you 
from the country, and free you from the ſhackles in which 
you have been held a conſiderable time. I hope it will 
alſo tend to wean you from an attachment to a man, with 
whom a matrimonial connection did not appear to promiſe 
much happineſs, You have my beſt wiſhes for your wel- 
fare ; and I remain, 

| Your's, &c. 


WY 


LETTER CLXXXIII.— Z Friend under Confinement for 


Debt. 

Dear Sir, ; 
S it has been my invariable — that priſons 
were never intended for honeſt men, ſo I always 
ſympathiſe with ſuch characters, when they are conſigned 
to thoſe forlorn manſions, and ſuffer a puniſhment due only 
to unprincipled defaulters, I therefore feel moſt ſenſibly 
for the hardſhips you endure through the rigour of a re- 
morſeleſs inexorable creditor. As your misfortunes are the 
known effects of loſſes ſuſtained through unavoidable cauſes, 


1 muſt therefore recommend to you to have recourſe to the 


aids of conſcious integrity, as your beſt ſupport under thoſe 
troubles to which you and mankind in general are liablein 
this precarious ſtate of exiſtence. But as I cannot think 
either good words or good advice alone ſufficient to conſole 
in the hour of diſtreſs, I ſhall defire your acceptance of the 
encloſed note, as a teſtimony of my elves, with aſſu- 
rance that I ſhould be happy in having it in' my power to 
give more effectual proofs of it. My abſence has been 
wholly owing to illneſs and indiſpenſable buſineſs ; but as 
ſoon as J have a vacant hour, I will give you a friendly 
call; and am, 
Your's without ceremony, &c. 


__ 


LETTER CLXXXIV.—The Anſwer. 

Dear Sir, a 
Return you my hearty thanks for the advice and aſſiſt- 
ance you have fo liberally given in the time of need, 
and thereby confirmed the opinion I have long maintained 
of the ſincerity of your profeſſions of friendſhip. I have 
the conſolation, in the midſt of my troubles, that 1 can: 
| pot, 
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not,on the moſt impartial examination,impute themto want | 
of induſtry or economy. Lfeel not ſo much for my own , 
wants as for thoſe of my unhappy family. But to trouble 1 
you too much with my preſent feelings would be tireſome, i 
therefore the favour of a viſit when convenient, will afford 1 
me a ſingular pleaſure, as you are the only friend to whom 

can open my mind with confidence, or from whom I can ; 


reaſonably expect any real comfort. I am, with the higheſt | F 
ſenſe of gratitude, | i 
Your moſt obliged and very humble ſervant. i 


LETTER CLXXXV.— Os the Abſurdity of too great a | Þ 
Partiality to Relations, 

Friend William, | 
HOUGH I have a good opinion of your diſpoſition 
and principles upon the whole, I cannot paſs unno- 
ticed a foible to which you are very liable, though it ſub- 
jets you to the higheſt degree of ridicule. The foible [ 
mean to point out is, a blind, though hitherto inſeparable | 
attachment to your relations of every degree, that induces | 


- 7 ne, 
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you to extol them on every occaſion beyond all compariſon, 
and therefore beyond all probability. The merit of your 
relations is your favourite ſubje& in all companies, and 


you have often had a rap on the knuckles for interrupting 


ſtance, according to your exaggerated account, your wife 
is as beau:iful as Venus, as chaſte as Diana, and as wiſe as 
Pallas. Your ſon Simon is the molt promiſing boy of his 
age, and your daughter Judith the nonpareil of her time. 1 
Your uncle Toby is the honeſteſt man living, and your | 


diſcourſe by an impertinent introduction of it. For in- | | 
' 


aunt Tabitha the beſt woman in the whole world. Now if 
you cannot prove theſe declarations (which I fear 1s wholly 
impracticable) you muſt paſs for a fool and a liar, render 
yourſelf obnoxious to ſociety, and be pointed at whereever ; 
you go by the finger of ſcorn. You have an undoubted right | 
to indulge you own ovinions, but none at all to impoſe > 1 
them upon others. Mankind will look and judge for 4 
themſelves, without conſulting your mirror. - Suppreſs # 
this abſurd propenſity, and teſtify your good ſenſe by your 
lence on ſubjects, which if commented on cannot fail to 
proclaim your folly, | 
| I am, ſincerely, your's. | 
E T- 
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LETTER CLXXXVI.—Oz the bad Efeds of a pre- 
vai ling paſſion for Mufic. 

My dear Couſin, om 1 4 5 

HOU iH many of your friends have derived 
much entertainment from your extraordinary 
powers, both vocal and inſtrumental, which have in no 
ſmall degree recommended you to their notice, they would 
not wiſh you to ſuffer muſical purſuits to engroſs your 
whole time and attention, and thereby divert your mind 
from the attainment of other qualifications that are neceſ- 
ſary to render you reſpeQable in ſociety. An inorciaate 
paſſion for muſic frequently expoſes its votaries to very 
exceptionable company, leads them to neglect of buſineſs, 
and brings on a declining ſtate of health. It has a ten- 
dency to enervate the mind, impair the judgement. and 
diſqualify us for the more manly and beneficial exerciſes, 
In all purſuits, as well as all opinions, philoſophy, indeed 
common-ſenſe, dictates the rule of moderation; fince if 
we are guided by an inordmate predilection for one object, 
we mult of courſe neglect others of equal, if not ſuperior, 
importance. 1 have taken the liberty of communicating 
my ſentiments to you upon this ſubject, from a motive of 
real regard; if you deliberate upon them, and tney 
ſhould appear founded on reaſon and experience, you will 
probably adopt them, and regulate your future conduct 

accordingly, I am, 
Your ſincere well-wiſher, &c. 


LETTER CIXX XVII. Praiſe of Benefits generouſy 


conferred, 


Dear Sir, 
ROM the inequality of -the diſpenſations of Provi- 
dence with reſpe& to the good things of this world, 

it ſeems as if infinite wiſdom has ordained the rich and 
the poor to be ſubſervient to each other in the various 
offices and functions of life. But the grand deſign of all 
appears to be-that of affording the opulent the means of 
diſplaying the godlike virtue of univerſal benevolence, 
The manner in which a benefit is conferred doubtleſs con- 
ſtitutes a gre:t part of its merit. Every individual that 
oſſeſſes an ample fortune, has the power of ſovthing the 
1]ls, and alleviating the misfortunes of fellow-creatures, 
but to exerciſe that power in a manner truely generous, 
X belongs 
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belongs only to exalted minds. When charityis diſpenſed with . 


an air of inſult, the deſign is in a great meaſure defeated, 
but when 1t precedes application, or immediately follows 
it, then it acts conſiſtently with its real dignity, and makes 
a due impreſſion on the grateful heart. I haveonly to ac- 
knowledge the many teſtimonies I have received of your 
libeiality, and ſubſcribe myſelf, dear Sir, 


Your obliged humble ſervant. 


—_—_— 
— 


LETTER CLXXXVIII.— Zo Friend on temporal Happine/s. 
My dear Friend, | 


IVINES, and men of a ſerious turn of mind, in 
general, lay it down as a maxim, that in this 
world there can be no complete or perfect happineſs, be- 
cauſe if it were otherwiſe, there could be no rational proof 
of the doctrine of a future ſtate. Temporal happineſs then 
can only be in a degree; indecd it 1s too fiequently the 
mere phantom of imagination. For inſtance: the man of 
leaſure, for a ſhort time, fancies himſelf happy, while he 
is deſtroying his conſtitution, waſting his ſubſtance, and 
ſetting all laws divine and human at defiance. The avari- 
cious man fancies himſelf happy in adding to his golden 
ſtore, Ihe tyrant thinks himſelf happy in lording it over 
his Cependants, and in a word the major part of mankind 
place their happineſs in the indulgence of their ſeveral paſ- 
ſions and inclinations. But there is a temporal happineſs, 
which though not complete, is by far more ſolid than that 
which ariſes from the conſiderations before mentioned. 
This happineſs is the reſult of due attention to the duties 
of religion. Virtue is in a degree its own reward in this 
life, according to the well-known maxim, that, ** to be 
good is to be happy.” Upon the whole, we ſhould deem 
it our duty to do every thing in our power, while in this 
world, towards promoting our own real intereſt, and that 
of our fellow creatures. For, as the Poet jultly obſerves : 


„One moral action, or a mere good-natur'd deed, 
© Does all deſert in ſciences exceed.” 


I remain, dear Sir, 
Your ſincere Friend, &c. 


LE T- 
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4 CLXXXIX.—7 a Friend on Pride. 


I your letter you deſire me to ſend you a definition of 


Pride, which I cannot do better than to refer you to 
the following lines of Pope: 


Of all the cauſes which conſpire to blind 

«« Man's erring judgment, and miſguide the mind; 
What the weak dead with ſtrongeſt biaſs rules 
Is pride, the never- failing vice of fools. * 
Whatever nature has in worth deny'd 

She gives in large recruits of needful pride: 

«« (For as in bodies, ſo in ſouls we find, 

«© What wants in blood and ſpirit's fill'd with wind. 
Pride, when wit fails, ſteps in to our defenſe, 

«« Andfills up all the mighty void of ſenſe. 

If once right reaſon drives that cloud away 
Truth breaks upon us with reſiſtle ſs day. 

Truſt not yourſelf ; but, your defects io know, 
* Make uſe of ev'ry friend, and ev'ry foe.” 


Or, as another Poet has it : 


1% How poor a thing is pride! when all, as ſlaves, 
« Differ but in their fetters, not their graves. 


I am, your's, &C. 


— 
—— —„— 


LETTER CXC. From a cell. diſpaſed young Woman 
to a Lady, who had rendered her many ſervices. 
Honoured Madam, 
Think it my duty to acquaint you that the letter you 
gave me to Lady Bountiful has been attended with the 
defired ſucceſs ; inſomuch that I am taken into her family 
as governeſs to her two daughters, and treated in the moſt 
endearing manner. The good old lady is conſidered as the 
mother of the poor, the friend of the diſtreſſed, and the 
comfort of all that are in affliction. At my leiſure hours! 
am ordered to viſit the poor, and give them books, with 
many common neceſfaries. I have made ſeveral obſerva 
tions in the courſe of this practice. I have ſeen great 
negligence in domeſtic duties amongſt the rich, and in the 
moſt humble cottages met with induſtry and decency ſtrug- 
ling under all the difficulties ariſing from indigence ; but, 
happily for me, it is at preſent the greateſt pleaſure * 
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the meſſenger of good tidings to the diſtreſſed objects of this 
neighbourhood. I am, madam, with the utmoſt gratitude» 


Your's, &c. 


LETTER CXCI.—T he Lady's Anſwer. 
My Good Girl, | 
Received your's, the contents of which ſerved to con- 
firm me in the opinion I long entertained of the good- 
neſs of your head and heart. The ſucceſs of my Recom- 
mendatory Letter to Lady Bountiful gives me the greateſt 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction, ſince it introduced you to the 


notice and regard of a molt reſpectable family. I hope you 


will profit by her ladyſhip's excellent advice and example, 
and that you may do ſo I muſt enjoin you to be very ob- 
ſervant of her commands. Let me hear from you occaſion- 
ally, as I have the welfare of your family at heart ; and 
remain, : Your Friend, &c. 


—— — 


LETTER CXCII.— Os the Excellence of mental Qualifi- 


cations. 
Dear Couſin, 


S I would wiſh to guard you againſt thoſe faſhionable 
A vices and follies which are baneful to the riſing gene- 
ration, I take the liberty of recommending to your ſerious 
regard the great importance of the cultivation of the 
mind. Though the human race 1s diſtinguiſhed from the 
brutal by the endowment of reaſon and ſpeech, the bulk of 
mankind, and the younger part eſpecially, are more ſol. 
citous about the ornaments of the body than thoſe of the 
mind. Nay, ſo erroneous are their notions of right and 
wrong, that they imagine money and dreſs conſtitute 
happineſs; whereas daily experience and obſerva- 
tion prove the contrary. Permit me then to recom- 
mend to you the purſuits of thoſe ſtudies which are neceſ- 
ſary to form your mind, and finiſh your character. Your 
tutor will direct you in the choice of books, and aſſiſt you 
in ſoch particulars as may further your improvement. 


I remain, your's, &c - 
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LETTER CXClI.—PFrom a young Gentleman in Londen, 
to a Friend in the Country, on the prevailing Vices and 
Temptations of the Metropolis. | 

Dear Sir, 

Had not long taken up my reſidence in this town before 

I was convinced of the truth of your remarks on the 
tendency of its vices and temptations to corrupt young 
inexperienced minds. Through the good effects of pre. 
cept enforced by example, to which I have been accuf. 
tomed from earlieſt life, I hope my mind has been formed 
to virtue, and that I have imbibed ſound principles of 
action. However with theſe advantages I find it extremely 
dificult to guard againſt the vices and follies which here 
prevail almoſt univerſally. My fituation frequently obliges 
me to aſſociate with young men of faſhion as they ate 
called, and ſo they generally appear, in acting conform- 
ably to the faſhion of abetting vice, and laughing virtue 
out of countenance. Surrounded with tempters to diflipa- 
tion and extravagance, I find it neceſſary to ſummon all my 
reſolution to withiland them. Public places are infeſted 
with ſharpers, and proflitutes of ſeveral ranks and de- 
grees, ſo that if you frequent them, you are conltant!y 
expoſed to injury both of perſon and property. Nor are 
ſelec companies always free from thoſe harpies, who like 
the arch fend ſtalk throughout ſociety in queſt of prey, 
or, in other words, ſeeking whom they may devour, 

Befides they aſſume ſuch guiſes in this ſcene of noiſe and 

confuſion, that it is hardly poſſible to diſtinguiſſ characters, 

or diſcern he man of honour from the ſcoundre]. As you 

have lived many years in the world, I ſhould deem u a 

favour if in the courſe of our friendly corr-ſpondence you 

would point out to me thoſe means vhich appear to you 

molt effectually conducive to prevent corruption and im- 

pofition, amidit ſuch a variety of fraud and deception, 


which wil: add to the many favours conferred on, vir, 


Y: ur very much obliged and very humble ſervant. 


LEiTv« CXCLV.—The Anſwer, 
My dear young F;iend, 
Ht contents of your's ſerve to confirm me, among 
other inſtances, in the good opinion l entertain 0 
your ſenſe and virtue. Your remarks are in general pert 
nent, and your reſulutions noble and manly, as they may 
| prove 
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prove great preſervatives againſt the pernicious influence 
of depraved morals and corrupt examples; which I am per- 
ſuaded abound 1n moſt of the polite circles the metropolis, 
You candidly aſk my advice reſpecting the means of avoidin 

the evils to which you are expoſed in it. I as candidly re- 


commend to you by no means to appear in the ſociety of 


| diſtolute and abandoned characters be their rank ever ſo ex- 
alted, nor form any friendſhip but with perſons of ap- 
proved honour aad integrity. Further I muſt counſel you 
do retain and cheriſh thoſe notions of religious duties you 
cW imbibed in your early life, and that regard for moral ho- 
Joey, which however deſpiſed by the thoughtleſs and aban- 
» W coned, are eſſential to form the character of the Chriſtian 
. WH andthe Gentleman, and will ever be the boaſt and glory of 
e wiſe and good men. From what I know of your diſpoſi- 
„uon, you will, I doubt not, allot part of your time to 
+ reading, and the improvement of your mind, and the 
{WW remainder to innocent amuſement and recreation. Upon 
e whole I truſt you will purſue ſuch a line of conduct as 
will tend to my ſatisfaction and your own happineſs; and 


e. remain, Your's molt tincerely.- 


WW LETTER CXCV.—Or the Means of obtaining uſeful 
Knowledze, and the Improvement to be gained by Con- 

verſation. 

Dear Friend, 

T is very true, that though there is no obligation im- 

poſed on any man to acquire a knowledge of every 
thing, yet every rational being is under ſome obligation to 
to improve his underftanding. The common duties of 
ſociety oblige all perſons whatever to exert their reaſonin 
powers on many occaſions. Every hour of life calls for 
ſome regular exerciſe of gur judgment concerning perſons 
and actions, times and things, for without a prudent deter- 
mination in the affairs we are engaged in, we ſhall be 
plunged into perpetual errors. 
Fes Ine moit effectual means of improving the mind ſeem 
to be the following —Obſervation, reading, in ruction 
from lectures, converſation, and meditation. Obſerva- 


one ! tion is the notice we take of all objects that come in our 
, of MW way; the experience of every man is ia proportion to the 
rti- Ml accuracy of his examination, aud the meaſure of his en- 
may duiries. By reading we collect our perſonal Rock of know- 
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ledge of others, whoſe attainments have been perpetuate 
and diſperſed by writing. Lectures are ſuch verbal in. 
ſtructions as are delivered by teachers to ſelect auditor, 
Converſation is another method of Improving our mind, 
wherein by mutual inveſtigation the profit of the ſpeaker 
is alſo mutual. When we converſe familiarly with a 
intelligent friend, we have his help at hand to explain u 
us every obſcure expreſſion in his diſcourſe, and to inforn 
us of his whole meaning. Meditation or ſtudy is the oli 
tary improvement we make upon all or as many of the 
foregoing advantages as we enjoy. By meditation we fi 
in our memory that which we learn from what others writ 
or ſpeak. | 
If we wiſh to improve by converſation, our aim ſhouli 
be to cultivate the acquaintance of perſons wiſer than ou: 
ſelves. In mixed company we ſhould be quick to hea, 
but ſlow and cautious in ſpeaking ; it being far more eah 
to betray our ignorance, and give undeſigned offenſe, tha 
to conciliate the eſteem of ſtrangers. Thoſe who mak: 
an ill uſe of the freedom of converſation, ought to be 
ſhunned as incendiaries ; they have opprobrious ſtigma 
ready to fix upon any opponent, and upon every difference 
in ſentiment, the antagoniſt is branded with ſome ini. 
dious epithets, But while we ſhun all perſons diſqualife 
for ſocial intercourſe of ſuch kind as tends to mutual 1n- 
provement, it behoves us to guard againſt the workings d 
evil diſpoſitions in our own breaſts; becauſe in proportia 
as we give way to them, men of worth and ingenuity vil 
juſtly decline our acquaintance, and avoid our compan 
with ſecret contempt, 


Your's, &c. 


LETTER CXCVI.—To 4 young Gentleman on the bu 
Lfects of Prejudice, 
Dear Sir, | 
S the care of your education was committed to nt 
by your worthy father, I am ſincerely concerned id 
your improvement in every virtuous and ornamental at 
compliſhment. I hold it my bounded duty to guard y0 
againſt every obſtacle that may obſtruct your progreſs in tf 
purſuit of them. Of theſe none is more powerful that 
that which is known by the name Prejudice, and which fot 
that cauſe I ſhall endeavour to define, 


Prejudice 
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Prejudice then, which is alſo called prepoſſeſſion and 
prejudging, is the forming an opinion, or judgment, on 
any matter or ſubject, without previous examination into 
its nature and properties, and receiving the ſame as au- 
thentic, and confirmed ; or, on the other hand, ſuffering 
our own opinion and judgment to be implicitly guided 
by thoſe of others, without tracing the cauſes on which 
they are founded. Hence it is evident, that prejudice is 
not only the ſpring of error, but alſo of perſiſting in error. 
In converſation it is the ſource of that poſittveneſs and 
preſumption which are equally contemptible aud diſguſt- 
ing. In a moral ſenſe it leads to miſlake evil for good. 
In a word, prejudice is the bane of reaſon, the toe of truth, 
and the perverter of the mind, with reſpect to the moral, 
ſocial, and literary ſyſtems. | 

Such being the effects of prejudice, you will permit me 
to remind you, that in all our ſtudies and enquiries upon 
all ſubjects within the compaſs of human capacity, we 
ſhould form a reſolution to diipoſſeſs ourſelves of former 
opinions, and determine to enquire impartially into what 1s 
advanced for or againſt, and then be directed by the aid of 
truth and reaſon, To this muſt certainly have been owing 
the improvements which have been made in the liberal 
arts, and indeed in every uſeful acquiſition in general. — 
You will, I preſume, by duly refle&ing on theſe obſerva- 
tions, be fully convinced of their propriety, as founded 
on reaſon and experience; and if fo, they will dvubtleis 
call forth your attention, and become objects of your prac» 
tical regard. I remain, às ever, 


Your's ſincerely. 


LETTER CxCVII.— From 4 Gentleman, abb had late! 


loft his Wie, to his Friend, a reverend Divine. 
Rev. Sir, | 


1 by the Friendſhip which has long ſubſiſted 


between us, I have recourſe to you tor advice and 
conſolation, on an event to me the moſt affecting that ever 
occurred during the whole courſe of my life, having ſui- 
tained the loſs of a partner united to me not only by the 
bands of wedlock, but the more important ties of fincere 
affection. She expired after a painful illneſs of about twenty 
days, with reſignation and compoſure, previouſly impart- 
ing her bleſſing to me and fix voung children who ſur- 
rounded 
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rounded her bed, bewailing the diſſolution of the ten. 
dereſt of mothers. From the general tenor of her life, 
which was religious, without parade and oftentation, and 
the hope ſhe expreſſed on her departure, as founded upon 
Chrittian principles, ſhe is, doubtleſs, happy, while I am 
left behind, the diſconſolate mourner of a loſs Irreparable, 
and hapleſs father of an helpleſs progeny. Sinking almoſt 
under the preſſure of complicaced woes, it occurred to me 
that I had a pious friend, whoſe duty and office it was, a 
well as inclination, to adminiſter comfort to the afflicted, 
To aſſuage my grief, I therefore determined to addreſs you 
upon the aweful occaſion, I ſhould be extremely obliged 
if you would favour me with a viſit ; but, if prevented by 
any incident, entreat I may hear from you, as the only 
ſatisfaction I can receive in licu of the pleaſure of an in- 
terview. I remain, with profound reſpect, reverend Sir, 
Your ſincere but diſtreſſed Friend. 


— — —— f —— 


LETTER CXCVIII.—The Anfwer. 
My dear Friend, ; 

HILE I fincerely condole with you on a loſs fo truly 
affecting, I muſt at the ſame time recommend to 

you that reſignation to the diſpenſations of providence 
which is incumbent on you as a man, and more eſpecially as 
a Chriſlian. An acquieſcence with the divine will ſhould 
have a due influence over us in every ſtate and condition, 
whether proſperous or adverſe, Many important leſions 
are taught in'the ſchool of affliction, and many real ad- 
vantages derived from apparent diſtreſs. Theſe ſcenes 
ſerve to divert us from wc:)dly objects, to ſubdue pride 
and ambition, and direct our views to the centre of bliſs. 
Remember that you muſt follow your beloved wife, how 
ſoon you cannot know. Let the vncertainty and brevity of 
human life be a warning to you to redeem the time, and 
be ſtudiouſly careful of the education of your children, 
lee that they are trained up in the way they ſhould go, 
and above all, take care that you become yourſelf an ex- 
ample of the precepts you recommend to their practice. 
Let them firſt be well acquainted with the Bible, and when 
their underſtandings are in ſome degree matured, put into 


their hands ſuch pious books as tend o recommend, an 
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and explain it“. Thus have I diſcharged what I deem 
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my bounden duty, both in a ſacred and ſocial capacity 
and as I truſt I have dealt faithfully on the occaſion, and 
been attentive to your welfare, . preſent and future, hope 
you will be led thereby to an entire ſubmiſſion to the divine 
will, and dependence on the divine goodneſs, in the ye 
F 2 0 


— — 


— 


* The beſt aſſiſtant the Chriſtian reader can have for an explanation 
of thoſe parts of the Scriptures which are beyond the comprehenſion of 
the generality of mankind, and which we earneftly recommend to their 

eruſal, is an excellent, learned, and pious Work, now pabliſhing in 
Weekly Numbers, intituled, THE UNIVERSAL FAMILY BIBLE; 
or CuRISTIAN'Ss Divine LiBRaRY : Being a Complete and Clear 
Expoſition and Commentary on the Holy Scriptures, Containing the 
ſacred Text of the Old and New Teſtaments, with the Apocrypha at 
large. Illuſtrated with Notes and Annotations, wherein all the ditf- 
cult and obſcure Paſſages are clearly and fully explained; the ſeeming 
contradictions reconcijedz the Miſ-tranſlations corrected; former 
Errors reQ;fied 3 the Deiſtical Objections refuted 3 the Prophecies and 
Parables faithfully elucidated 3 and the whole of Divine Revelation (on 
which the eternal Happineſs of Martals depend) difplayed in its ori- 
ginal Purity, and rendered ealy and profitable to every Capacity. The 
whole forming a complete Commertuy, with practical Improvemeats 
and general Reflections on each Chagter, calculated to enlighten the 
Underſtanding, purity the Heart, promote the Cauſe of Piety and 
Virtue, and make Mankind wiſe unto Salvation. To which is added, 
a circumſpet View of the great Connection between the Old and New 
Teſtaments; an Explanation of the Divine Offices uſed in the Jewiilx 
Church, both before and after the Captivity z Account of the Lives of 
the inſpired Writers; and many other Articles relative to Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian Antiquities, not to be met with in any other Work of the 
like Kind. Alſo a copious Index, or Concordance, pointing out, in 
tie cleareſt Manner, every minute tranſaction recorded in the Holy 
Scriptures» Wich a brief Table of the Interpretation of all proper 
Names; Indexes Hiſtorical and Geographical; Account of Scripture 
Weights and Meaſures; with many other Matters of the moſt im- 
portant Nature, and eftentiaily neceſſary to explain and illuſtrate the 
lacred Writings, The whole forming A Complete Univerſal Treaſury of 
Divine Xuctoledge. This admirabie Work is written by the Reverend 
and learned Dr. Henry Southwell, late of Magdalen College, Cam- 
bridge, and Rector of Aſterby in Lincolnſhire; and embeliiſhed with 
one hundred beautiful and grand Copper Plates, repreſenting the moſt 
material Paſſages in the Sacred Scriptures of the Old and New Teſta- 


ment, and the Apocrypha. It is publiſhed in One Hundred Weekly: 


Numbers (Price Six-pence cach) for the convenience of thoſe fincere 
Chriſtians whoſe Circumſtances prevent them from purchaſing the 
Whole at once; and may be had cf Mr. Cooke, No. 17, Pater-noſter- 
Row, by one or more Numbers at a Time, as may belt ſuit the Con- 
»chlence of the Purchaſer, 
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of faith and obedience, for all bleſſings temporal and eter. 
nal. I have now only to commend you to the divine 
bleſſing; the one and only thing needful, and ſubſcribe 
myſelf 

Your affectionate friend, &c. 


LETTER CXCIX.—To @ Friend in'Explanation and Rr 
commendation of Virtue and Charity. 

Dear Sir, | 

AVING already given you my thoughts upon ſeveral 
ſubjects in which we are intereſted, as men and 
Chriſtians, I now proceed to treat on the cardinal virtue 
of Charity, which, in my. opinion, equals, if not ſur- 
paſſes all the reſt, This god-like virtue has been repre- 
Fnted by many in a very partial, reſtrictive light, though 
none is in itſelf more complete and comprehenfive, as 1 
truſt will appear from the following definition: 

Charity is a ſtep beyond juſtice, and is truly character-— 
iſed as a virtue of the heart, and not of the hands. Gifts 
and alms are the expreſſions, not the eſſence of this virtue. 
A man may beſtow great ſums without being charitable, 
and he may be charitable when he 1s not able to beſtow any 
thing. Charity is a habit of good-will in the ſoul, which 
diſpoſes us to the love, aſſiſtance, and relief of mankind, 
eſpecially of thoſe whoſe circumſtances call for humane 
aſliſtance. The poor but virtuous man who has this ex- 
cellent frame of mind, 1s no lefs entitled to the reward of 
his virtue, than the man who builds an hoſpital or founds 
a college, | 

There needs no ſtronger argument to prove how uni- 
verſally and deeply the ſeeds of compaſſion are planted in 
the heart of man, than the pleaſure we take in the repre- 
ſentation of it. From a propenſity to pity the unfortunate, 
we expreſs that ſenſation by the word Humanity, as if it 
were a principle inſeparable from our nature. That it is 
not inſeparable, too many inſtances daily occur to prove; 
there are many reproachful inſtances of ſelfiſh tempers, 
which ſeem to take part in nothing beyond themſelves. 
Yet humanity, the ſource of Charity, is ſo great and noble 
a part of our nature, that a man mult do ſome violence to 
himſelf, and ſuffer ſome painful conflicts, before he can ſup- 
preſs it, and ingraft on his heart a diſpoſition of an oppoſite 
zature, Upon the whole, when we ſee a truly compaſſionate 

| man 
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man, we may depend on his poſſeſſing a number of other good 
qualities ; and that he is a man with whom we may truſt a 
wife, children, fortune, and reputation. Nay, we are au- 
thorized from ſacred writ to pronounce Charity the greateſt 
of the cardinal virtues; they are denominated by the 
diſtinct appellations of Faith, Hope, and Charity, 


— — — — —ↄ — .. 
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LETTER CC—From a Widow in the Country left 


in embarraſſed Circumſtances by her Huſband, to her Friend, 


a Man of Rank in London. 
Dear Sir, | 
ROM the many inſtances of your benevolence to- 
wards our family in the ſeveral difficulties with which 
through unavoidable misfortunes in life, they have been 
obliged to ſtruggle ; I am encouraged to hope you will not 
be offended at my preſent application. Know then, good 


Sir, that I am left a widow with five children to provide 
for. Though the farm my late huſband rented was not 
very extenſive, by means of œconomy and induſtry we 


brought up our children in a decent manner, However, 
at the time of his death, his circumſtances were ſo reduced, 


that I was obliged to fell of our whole ſtock to prevent a 


ſeizure, and ſatisfy the demand of creditors. They were 
generous enough indeed to allow me ſomething ; but that 


was only like a temporary reſpite. _ eldeſt daughter, I 


preſume, is qualified to go out into the world as Lady's- 
maid; but I bave no friend to recommend her; and lam 
aſſured, by the ſchoolmaſter here, that my eldeit ſon is 
capable of filling an inferior part in a public office. The 
reſt I have no other proſpect of ſupporting but by my own 
induſtry. I am totally at a loſs what line of life to ſtrike 
into. Thus embarraſſed, I take the liberty to repreſent to 
you, that 1f in your wonted goodneſs you would take my 
| ſon under your protection, and recommend my danghter to 
ſome worthy family in any ſtation that ſhe may appear 10 
be fit for, my happineſs would indeed be great. I have 
no merit to plead but that of telling the truth, A letter 


from you, or your lady, will do me the higheit honour,. 


and confer the greatei! obligation on, | 
Your much obliged and molt humble Seryant. 


F 3 L E T- 
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| LETTER CCI.—The Anferer. 
Mapam, 
1 HEARD of your huſband's death ſome days ago, 


and the nature of the circumſtances in which you was 
left, You are reconciled I hope to the event, and ſubmit 


eiterm of all who knew him, and, if he was not rich, he 
was honeſt, He did the beſt he could for his family, and 
more cannot be expected from any one. Your eldeſt daugh- 
ter Rall be taken into my family, and 1 will exert my in- 
tereſt with a t:iend who has ſome influence in the ſtate, to 
provide for your eldeſt fon. Be not uneaſy for the yourg 
ones and yourſelf, When 1 come into the country, which 
will be as ſoon as the ſeſſion of parliament cloſes, I will not 
only deviſe ſome plan for your future livelihood, but furniſh 
you with the means of purſuing it in ſuch a manner as to afford 
a probable view of ſucceſs. You will find incloſed ſome- 
thing for a temporary relief. Continue to do your duty to 
the young children as a pledge of your conjugal felicity, 
Refign yourſelf to the will of Heaven; then you need not 
| doubt of the divine protection. 

| I remain your friend and well-wiſher, 


—— 


LETTER CCI. — From a Lady to a Friend, in Anſar 
zo a Letter of Compliment. 
8 1 R, 


S I confeſs I am not humble enough to reje the com- 
mendations you are pleaſed to beſtow on me, fol 


| declare I am not preſumptuous enough to admit them; 


beſide, one inſtance would be a proof of my vanity, the 
other of my want of breeding. Though I can hardly per- 
ſuade myſelf they are applicable to me, yet they cannot 
fail of convincing me of the ſterling wit of the ingenious 


| author. I am, Sir, moſt reſpeAfully. 


Your's, &c. 


— 


URSUANT to the deſire of ſome particular friends of 

your's, I take upon me to ſolicit the favour of your 
company on a little excurſion into the country on Saturday. 
1 


L necd not intimate to you what will be the general opi- 
= nion 


to it with becoming reſignation. He was worthy of the 


LETTER CCIIUM.— I viting a Friend to a Party Pleaſurt. 
' Dear Madam, 


! 
| 
t 


% -— 
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nion if you are abſent, any more than the general pleaſure 
that will attend your being preſent; ſo that I have only 
to entreat you will not think of an apology, and ſubſcribe 
myſelf 


| Your's, &c. 
LETTER CCLV.—The Anſwers 


Cr——_—_— 


SIR, 


HE compliments you are pleaſed to paſs demand my 


thanks; the invitation to be of the agreeable party 
does me honour, and I ſhould have been unhappy in miſſing 
an opportunity, which I am perſvaded wiil afford me 
infinite pleaſure and ſatisfaction. I rejoice that no 
prior engagement will preclude me, and propoſe calling 
on your ipouſe to-morrow to know the appointed hour of 
meeting, Preſent ny compliments to that lady, and 
ab ue her I have never failed of being happy where ſhe has 
been of the party. I remain, with due feſpect, 
Your's, &c. 


LETTER CCV.—#rom a IL lac in the Country to a 


generous Friend in London. 


Dear Sir, 


regard, I make no ſcruple of opening my mind to 
you on a ſubject cf the moſt melancholy kind. You are 
no-ſtranger to the character of my late huſband, and I pre- 
ſume, from your wanted candour, you think with me that 
whatever may have been the weakneſſes of our friends 
while hving, ſome degree of tenderneſs is due to their 
memory, My huſband on his death-bed lamented the fa- 
ſhionable vices to which he had been addicted, and de- 
clared the utmoſt concern for the bad example he had 
ſet his children, IJ kept the two boys at the grammar 
fchool, where they had been placed by a relation of their 
father's, till they attained to a proper age for going out 
into the world, They now ſeem to have ſuch wild ro- 
mantic notions, that I am wholly at a loſs in what manner 
to ſettle them in buſineſs. In extenuation of their follies, 
they conſtantly urge the conduct of their father, and are in 
ſhort far beyond the reach of my authority, inſomuch that 
| ſee nothing but ruin before them. Their filters are 
young, ſo that I have ſome hopes of forming their tender 


F 4 minds, 


AVING experienced many inſtances of your friendly - 
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minds, and keeping their paſſions under proper and ne- 
ceſſary reſtraints. But, dear Sir, what can you adviſe me 
to do with the boys? You are the only friend to whom I 
can open my mind, and from whom I can expect ſympathy 
in my preſent diſtreſſed ſituation. Your conduct 1 am per- 
tuaded is ever guided by the dictates of charity, ſo that! 
entertain not a doubt of your communicating your friendly 
council to me, and in that aſſurance I ſubſcribe myſelf, 
Your much obliged Friend, 


_ —— — — — — — — — 


LETTER CCVI.—The Anſwer. 

Dear Madam, 
Heard the nature cf your circumſlances before the re- 
1 ceipt of your letter. I am happy to hear that the 
girls are under your government, and as yet untainted by 
the ſollies of their brothers, and hope they will prove a 
comfort io you, and an honovr to thoſe with whom they 
way be hereafter connected, to promote which delſitable 
end nothing on my part ſhall be wanting, But your grand 
queſlion is, in what manner are you to Ciſpoſe = 
two ſons? | am free to acknowledge that it is of a very 
ſerious nature, and requires deliberation. As they ſeem 
too wild and giddy for any mercantile profeſſion, I would 
adviſe you to purchaſe an enſigney in a marching zegiment 
for the eldeſt, and as for the youngeſt, I will prevail with a 
friend of mine, who is a captain in the navy, to take him 
on board his ſhip as mid!hipiman. They may ſucceed in 


—_—_ 


theſe profeſſions; however, at all events, you will have 


done your duty, and muſt leave the reſult to time. Let 
them both be ſent up to me, and I will endeavour by re- 
monſtrance on the one hand, and lenity on the other, to 
impreſs their minds with a ſenſe of the duty they owe to 
God, to their mother, and their friends. That we may 
be directed to the beſt means of advancing the welfare of 
your family, is the ſincere wiſh of 
Your Well- wiſher, &c. 


— 1 


kd 


LETTER CCVII.— 4 Friend, on the bad Effects of a 
litivious Diſpoſittons 


Dear Sir, 

ROM the friendſhip that has for ſome time ſubſiſted 
between us, I am concerned to hear that you are in 

purſuit of any meaſure which ſeems to tend to your diſad- 
| vantage 


— 4 — — — —— — — wot r DI «> 
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vantage. The effects of a litigious ſpirit, and the conſe» 
quences of going to law, are too well known to need de- 
ſcription; indeed they are admirably caricatured in prints 
which repreſent the ſtate and condition of the parties ſuc- 
ceſsful and unſucceſsful, at the cloſe of a ſuit. The only 
difference is, that the one exults, and the other laments, 
They are equally deſtitute, the bone of contention being 
carried off by the rapacious harpies of the proteiſion. 
Thus much have I premiſed to pave the way for my ad- 
viſing you before it is too late, to conſent to ſubmit the 
point in diſpute between you and your neighbour Wrangle 
to arbitration ; as J am perſuaded you will ſave much time, 
trouble, and expence, and at all events be a gainer by the- 
compromiſe. This is the ingenuous opinion of, , 
Your ſincere Friend and Well- wiſher, &c. 


LETTER CCVII.—Frem a Gentleman to his Nephew, on 

his going to College. 

Dear Nephew, | 

>" ne are now going to. commence ſtudent in one of our 
grand ſeminaries of learning. I think it my duty to 
caution you againſt ſome of the dangers-to which you will 
be expoled. You muſt admit the importance of being 
careful in the choice of your company. It is an old but 
excellent adage ** that evil communication corrupts good 
manners ;” for nothing tends ſo much to contaminate the 
mind as vicious connections. Your conduct mult be regu- 
lated by your own reflections, from which, if they are juſt, 
3t will be apparent to you, that the only ſecure paths are 
thoſe of religion and virtue; which it will not be difficult 
for you to purſue; if you live according to that ſimplicity 
which the rules of academic ſocieties preſcribe, Pay be- 
coming deference to characters of ſuperior age, quality, 
ſtation, or ability. Be civil to all; have friendſhip with. 
few; and not too quickly with any. Obſerve minutely the 
genius, tempere, and diſpoſition of men. Improve by; 
their learning, imitate their virtues, and ſhun their vices, 
Cheriſh that laudable emulation which will incite you to a: 
due exertion of your faculties, and be the means of your 
excelling in ſome ſcience or art, that may be uſeful here- 
after, not only to yourſelf, but alſo to the community. 
cur ſucceſs in life depends upon yourſelf; you may. reſt 
allured, however, of wanting nothing that I can beſtow. to 
E 5 c- 
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co-operate with your endeavours to promote that valuable Nt 
end. 1 remain, h 
3 Your affectionate Uncle. « 
LETTER CCIX.—Frem a Father to his Son entering upon e 
commercial Life, on the Choice of Friends. c 

My dear Boy, t 

OU are to remember that Friends are as neceſſary to ti 


promote the grand ends of commercial as of ſocial 
life. The frequent occaſions you will have for advice with 0 
reſpect to the We will render you deſirous of ſelecting t 
from your moſt intimate acquaintance ſome few who you could I 
wiſh to confider in the light of friends. In chufing theſe, f 
the greateſt care and caution are required, as a miflake may 
ſubje& you to very fatal conſequences, The beſt means, in { 
my opinion, we can be regulated by in the choice of { 
friends, are the manner in which they have been obſerved 
to conduct their own affairs, and the reputation they bear 
in the world ; for the man who by his indiſcretion has in- | 
it ured himſelf, inſtead of being referred to as a guide, | 
Mould be ſet up as a merk to warn others rather to 
than his practice than to follow his example. Let your 
main view be to ſelect as your companions, and particu- 
larly as your intimates, men of probity and good ſenſe, 
From the converſation of ſuch men you will derive im- 
provement, from their advice benefit. In mixed com- 
panies be rather reſerved than talkative, for it is an in- 
flance of underſtanding in a young man to be reader to 
1 hear than to ſpeak, Ihoſe Joofe hints may ſuthce for the 

6 preſent to ſhow my care and concern for your welfare. I 
ker you will, from time to time, communicate Whatever 
| you may think worthy my notice, as the greateſt pleaſure 
18 enjoy is to contribute, as much as in me lays, to the hap- 
5 | pineſs of my children. I remain, 


Your affectionate Father. 


— 


LETTER CCX.—Frem a Father to his Son, on the fern 

| ctous Effects of drinking to Exceſs. 

| Dear Harry, 

| Am perſuaded ſrom many inſtances you have given of 

| 1 poſſefiing a good ſhare of common ſenſe, that you will 
reccive the advice communicated in this letter, as procecd- 

1 ing from my concern for your preſent and future welfare. 


— 


AND ENTERTAINING LETTERS. 131 


n has been rumoured in your neighbourhood, that you 
have lately been addicted to immoderate drinking, inſo- 
much that its effects have rendered you ſome time the jeſt 
of the company amongſt whom you ordinarily ſpend your 
evenings. Without entering upon the validity of the 
charge, I take the liberty of pointing out to you ſome of 
the evils which muſt reſult from perſiſting in a courſe of in- 
temperance. a 

Drunkenneſs tends to impair the ſtate of the body, 
of the mind, and to bring on the greateſt calamities 
both preſent and future, It not only introduces the 
moſt fatal diſeaſes, but has been the frequent cauſe of 
ſudden death. It deſtroys the faculties of reaſon and re- 
fection, expoſes a man of ſenſe to ridicule and contempt, 
and lays him on a level with the blockhead. It prevents 
the man who is addicted to it from the due exerciſe of any 
of the ſocial virtues or relative duties; in a word, it mili- 
tates againſt our Creator, our neighbour, ourſelves, and 1s 
generally attended with irretrievable ruin. If ſuch are the 
evils proceeding from this pernicious practice, a ſober, 
diſpaſionate review of them, one would imagine ſufficient 
to diſſuade any perſon, of common underſtanding, from 
a continuance in it. I hope you will think of this, and 
that the caution of a parent, in a matter of the greateſt 
importance, will produce the defired effect. I remain, as 
ever, Your affectionate Father. 


LETTER CCXI.—To a Relation, upbraiding him with 
| " Extravagance.. 
Dear Couſin, 
VO myſt permit me to declare, that I ever had, and 
ſhall continue to have, a real regard for your intereſt 


and welfare; conſiſtently with which I cannot but cenſure 


your conduct as highly repugnant to the ſame, As the 
favourite of our worthy uncle, deceaſed, you was ſup- 


plyed with the means of gratifying an inordinate paſſion 


for pleaſure and luxury of every kind; and you after- 
wards purſued a courſe of diſſipation, till you laviſhed the 
property he bequeathed you in his will. You cannot but 
acknowledge that J have, upon many occaſions, extricated 
you from difficulties, and relieved you in neceſſities, I 
with J could ſay they were in general leſs owing to indiſ- 


eretion. With reſpect to your preſent application, I muft 


plainly 


1 
i 
7 
' 
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plainly teH you, -I cannot attend to it with any degree of 
prudence, becauſe you have violated ſo many promiſes, 
and your requeſts have lately become ſo frequent, that b 
complying with them I ſhould injure myſelf and family, 
Beſide I have little ground to hope you would appropriate 
the ſum you aſk for to any laudable purpoſe. It might, 
indeed, protract your credit, a ſhort ſpace of time, and 
thereby involve you in greater embarraſſments. But, 
waving fo diſagreeable a ſubjeR, I ſhall only add, that 
when you give ſuflicient proofs that you are convinced of 
your folly and extravagant courſe of life, and are deter- 
mined to forſake it, nothing ſhall be wanting in my power 


I am, your loving Couſin, &c. 


LETTER CCXII.— 7% a young Friend, on the Conſequences 
frequently attending youthful Follies, 
Dear Sir, 

S the purport of the following lines 1s to impreſs you 

with a due ſenſe of the importance of attending in 

early life to ſome purſuits, and rejecting others, as they 
may evidently appear to affe& your future welfare, I hope 
you wall receive them as candidly as they are ſubmitted to 
your conſideration. It is a great bleſſing to be deſcended 
from Parents, who are both able and willing to afford their 
children the means of obtaining ſuch knowledge, as if 
purſued with due attention, will qualify them for filling 
fome reſpeQable ſtation in life, and conduce to their 
prefent and future welfare, It is as. great an evil when 
children negle& the improvement of the means thus at- 
forded by parents from the moſt affettionate motives, 
through the prevalence of vice or folly of any kind. Fatal, 
however, as this neglect is too frequently, it is yet too 
gencral, and 1 muſt honeſtly confeſs 'myſelf a melancholy 
anſtance of it. Though favoured by providence with a good 
nztural underſtanding, cultivated by ſome degree of learn- 


ing, and placed in a line of life, which 1 had only to 


follow to enſure, in every probable view, a ſeries of ſuc- 
ceſs, J attached myſelf to gay diſſolute company, 'fol- 


lowed faſhionable example, and became, in a word, a 


flave to my paſſions. What were the conſequences? 'The 
„ glect of every rational and profitable purſuit; the expo- 
ung myſelf to perilous ſituations, and, in ſhort, reducing 
my tel! 
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myſelf, at the age of twenty-five, to a neceſſity of ſeeking 
the means of exiſtence from very precarious undertakings. 
My ſufferings, in conſequence of youthful follies, have, at 
times been great; but, to the honour of hamanity, I muſt 
ſay they have often been alleviated by the benevolence of 
friends. When ſtruggling under the ills of life, I dare not 
repine, becauſe [| am conſcious they are owing to my paſt 
miſconduct; and when, through the candour and liberality 
of a generous Patron, I am enabled to live with a degree of 
comfort, I cannot but acknowledge it is more than I de- 
ſerve ; but the more the demerit of the object, the greater 
the merit of the benefactor, as it diſcovers a feeling ſenſe of 
the frailties to which poor mortals in general are liable. 
Pardon prolixity, as the contents of this letter are the effu- 
ſions of the heart, and the reſult of experience. I wiſh 
to incite a reſolution to attend to the dictates of reaſon and 
virtue, and to maintain an oppoſition to the ſuggeſtions of 
folly and vice, in whatever form they may preſent them- 
ſelves. You know what 1s right, and what 1s wrong, 
The path of proſperity lies before you; take the advice 
of a ſuffering wanderer; purſue it and be happy. 
I am, dear Sir, ſincerely your's. 


LETTER CCXIlI.—To a Friend, on the Force of Habit, 
Dear Sir, 
Recolle&t that in the courſe of a converſation ſome 
time ago, very pertinent remarks were made concerns 
ing the force of habit, which too often impelled us to 
practices both offenſive and indecent, A very ingenious 
Eſlayiſt has treated the faſhion of ſnuff-taking with great 
wit and raillery ; though I am afraid it has been pro- 
ductive of very little effect. However, as a hint was ſug- 
veſted to me by a friend, that other particula: habits are 
equally objects of cenſure, I ſend you a few looſe thoughts, 
which if they divert you for the preſent moment is all 
that can be expected from fo incompetent a genius as I 
profeſs myſelf to be. Without affecting great knowledge 
of natural philoſophy, I think I may veature to affirm, 
that much pleaſure is derived from certain bodily ſenſa- 
tions, may, that theſe ſenſations are heightened when they 
are produced from a mixture of pain with pleaſure. The 
application of the nails where itching is excited from any 
cauſe, gives pleaſure in proportion as it is heightened oy 

the 
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the degree of irritation, ſo that the greater the force, the 
greater the preſent. allay, however painful may be the 
conſequences. This may juſtly be deemed an impulſe of 
nature; but to be conſtantly applying the hand to the 
head, or to particular parts, that, in promiſcuous compa. 
nies, either indicates an idle habit, or raiſes a ſuſpicion. 
that our tenements are infeſted with obnoxions inhabitants, 
As habit begets habit, and impulſe proceeds from {ym- 
pathy, as in the inſtances of crying, laughing, gaping, 
Ke. ſo it is probable that we are, as it were, impercepti- 
bly led to ſcratch where there is no irritation, by fre- 
quently obſerving others do ſo when there is much. When 
habits are confirmed, the mind becomes unconſcious of 
this impulſe, inſomuch, that we do that which but for ſhame 
and decency we molt wiſh to avoid. Iſhall conclude theſe 
trifling hints with recommending one habit to. you as moſt 
ornamental of all, ** That of doing well.” 
Your's, &Cc. 


EE 


LETTER CCXIV.—To a Friend, after a long Epiſtolary 

| Correſpondence, 

Dear Sir, 

ROM the great regard I entertain for your perſon and 
talents, I can never be tired of your correſpondence, 

and hence am induced to write to you, though, through 

its long continuance, every ſubject is almoſt exhauſted, and 

I have little or nothing to ſay worthy of your notice, 


product, for in the intellectual ſyſtem, that which flows 
ſpontaneous is the beſt, A trite thought will itrike at a 
glance, but a laboured detail will appal and diſguſt, Suf— 
nice it therefore to ſay, that throughout life it ſhall be my 
ſtudy, by word and action, to cement the friendſhip ſub - 
ſiſting between you, and 
| Your humble Servant. 


6 I — 1 


LETTER CCxv.—Deſcribing the Character of a Friend 


S IX, a 
8 upon a late occaſion you ſeemed not only to cenſure 
but ridicule ſome peculiaritiez in the behaviour and 
expreſſions of my Friend Downwright, you muſt permit 
me to vindicate a Character, woithy, in many inflances, of 
elleem 


generally deemed ſingular. 


When invention is tortured, there will be defect in the 
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efteem and imitation, If Mr. Downright is deemed ſin- 
gular, he has one quality that will not only exempt him 
from cenſure, but recommend him to the reſpect of every 
good member of ſociety, which 1s, that he is ſingularly 
honeſt, So rigid is his virtue, that he diſapproves of many 
cuſtoms which others give into witl-out 1mpeachment of 
character. He explodes performances of every kind, if 
they tend to countenance infidelity or obſcenity, reprobates 
gaming, and carries command in his family without uſing 
ſeverity. In his words and actions he diſcovers an averſion 
to duplicity, fraud, and oppreſhon ; will not crouch to an 
overbearing tyrant upon account of his opulence, nor cruſh 
a fellow-creatute in a ſtate of adverſity. In a word, if he 
has ſome foibles they are over-balanced by his virtues, to 
which I hope you will pay in future the reſpect they de- 
mand. Your's, &Cc.. 


* 


— 


— —— 


LETTER CCXVI.—Oz the grand Deſign of Learning in 
general, 
Dear Sir, 

Remember to have been told by my claſſical tutor, that 

having made a proficiency in the learned languages, he 
was recommended by a very eminent philoſopher, as well 
as divine, to proceed to the ſtudy of men and things, as 
the grand end of all his purſuits in learning. From an 
experience of the benefits to be derived from a compliance 
with the advice of that great man, I take the liberty of 
recommending it to yon, as I would wiſh you to become 
an honour to your family, and an ornament to mankind, 
When TI had gained ſome knowledge in books at the aca- 
demy, I vainly plumed myſelf upon the acquiſition ; till, 
upon launching into the world art large, I was convinced I 
was a mere novice in the knowledge of life, becauſe I had 
but rarely dipped into the grand volume of nature, Profit 
then by my example, ſelect intelligent companions, not 
mere bookworms, but men of ſenſe and experieuce, for 
you will derive more benefit from that inſtruction which is 


lounded on practice than from all the theory in the World; 


the one being only the outlines, but the other the baſis of 
the ſuperiiructure, 


Your's, &c. 
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LETTER CCXVIE.—Or the excellent Effedts of the Units 
of a_good Head and a good Heart, 
Dear Sir, 
T has with too much truth been long lamented, that 
the good qualities of the head and heart are rarely 
found together, as that union is abſolutely neceſſary to 
form a mind truely noble. A good head will form a 
proper judgement of what ſhould be done in our reſpec— 
tive {tations ot life, and a god heart will incline us to do 
It, to the utmoit of our power. That very principle which 


diſpoſes us to ſeek happineſs, or endeavour to relieve our- 


ſelves in dittreſs, wilt diſpoſe us to endeavour to contribute 
to the happineſs of others, and the alleviation of their 
diſtreſſes. The man who poflefles a good head, and a 
good heart, is inclined to overlook errors, and forgive in- 
juries, though, upon ſome occaſions, he finds it neceſſary 
to act with a becoming ſpirit. In a word, a man of this 
deſcription ſeems beſt titted, upon every principle of reaſon 
and religion, to anſwer the grand ends of his creation, 
which conſiſt in the fulfillment of his duty to God, his 
neighbour, and himſelf. 1 have been led to theſe obſer- 
vations from general reflections on human conduct, and 
preſume upon the whole you will conclude with me, 
that they are founded upon truth and experience. 

| | Your's, &c. 


LETTER CCVIII.— From a Father to his Son at College, 


: cenſuring his general Conduct and Behaviour. 
AMES, | 
Am very ſorry to hear, from a friend of mine, who 1s 
juſt come from Oxford, and has, at my requelt, made 
enquiries into your conduct and behaviour, that it deviates 
in general from the rules of decorum, and reflects equal 
diſgrace on your charaQter and underſtanding. You gave 
evident proofs of genius, and diſcovered a well- diſpeſed 
mind from your early years to the time you left the aca- 
demy, when, at your own particular deſire, I ſent you, at 
no ſmall expence, to one of our grand ſeminaries of 
learning, to complete your ſtudies, Now I am given to 
underſtand, you are wholly indifferent as to literary im- 
provement, regardleſs of your reputation, diſobedient to 
your tutors, and, in one word, reprobate as to every thing 
praiſe-worthy, My indignation at this reverſe ef charaftes 
I. cans 
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cannot ſuppreſs, for I muſt feel both as a father and a 
man. By virtue of parental authority, I therefore enjoin 
you reformation of conduct, upon pain of incurring my 
diſpleaſure in the higheſt degree, and declare that if you 
perſiſt in acting in direct oppoſition to the conviſtion of 
your own mind, as well as your own intereſt, preſent and 
future, I will withdraw my protection, determined not to 
countenance licentiouſneſs ever in a ſon. As I need not 
point out to you the means by which alone you can regain 
your own credit and my favour, I ſhall only add, that it is 
at your own option to be happy or miſerable, 
| Your's, as you may deſerve. 


LETTER CCXIX. From the Sen to the Father. 
Much honoured Sir, 
Know not what effects the purport of your laſt letter 
would have produced on my mind, were I not conſcious 
that in being repreſented to you as the moſt regrobate of 
mankind, 1 have been infamouſly traduced. I will not 
attempt” to palliate, nor dare [ preſume to deny many 
youthſul follies of which J have lately been guilty, but I 
can take upon me to declare, that they have been enor- 
mouſly exaggerated by malevolent tongues, With all ſub- 
miſſion, however, | {tand corrected, bow to the rod, and 
will endeavour, in every inſtance, to imp.ove by your 
fevere chaſliſement, becauſe, on cool reflection, 1 am per- 
ſuaded it aroſe from your concern for my welfare. While 
| bumbly entreat your forgiveneſs of paſt miſdemeanours, 
and ſolemnly promiſe ftrenuons endéavours at future 
amendment, you will permit me, at the ſame time, to 
requeſt you will not ſuffer envious infinuations, to gain 
credit with you, or make impreſſions on your mind to my 
diſadvantage, I am, with all humility and reſpec, 
Honoured Sir, 


—— 


Your dutiful Son. 


LET'T ER CCXX.—From a Gentleman to a Lady, who had 


written highly in his Commendation, 
Mavpam, 
Have ſome time been ſtudying for words to expreſs my 
ſenſe of the honour you have done me in your very ex- 
alted commendation. You will give me leave, however, to 
eonfeſs, that as on the one hand IJ have not humility enough 
do 
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to reject your praiſe*, ſo neither on the other hand have ! 
preſumption <cnoug | : think I deſerve them ;-becauſe the 
one would be a p:o0t of ill-manners, the other of my 
vanity. I hope upon: whole you will think me juſtified 
in aſſuring you, that ti gh I cannot apply your obſerva- 
tions to myſelf, they re not without their effect, as I am 
fully convinced by them ct the brilliancy of the wit, and 
the force of the dition, however deficient the qualities 
may be which are commended. I am, Madam, 

Your moſt obedient, humble Servant, 


LETTER CCXXI.— From a Lady to a Gentleman of tht 

Law, on his poetical Commendation of her Beauty, 

SIR, | 

PON a review of the very pretty verſes, encloſed in 

your laſt, I find myſelf bound on requital to allow 
you as large a portion of wit as you have given me of 
beauty, for ſurely, as you have ſtretched your conſcience 
to commend my perſon, I may do violence to my under- 
ſtanding in extolling your poetry. But, my good vir, 
could you think me ſo vain a fool as to believe all that you 
have ſaid of me? Give me leave to remind you, that there 
is a confiderable difierence between ſenſe and beauty; that 
men are never violently ipfluenced by beauty till it has 
weakened their reaſon ; nor feel the force of ſenſe till their 
zudgements become ſound, If I tuzught you diſpoſed to take 
in good part what a woman may ſay, I would adviſe you to 
decline poetry, and ſtick to the law. If you are deter- 
mined to be a cheat, act with ſome conſcience at Icaf,, 
and chooſe to bubble people rather out of their money 
than their underſtandings. Remember there are ſome few 
generous ſpirits, which comprehend not only a juſt diſcern: 
ments, but ail the powers of criticiſm, Satiriſts of this 
kind may ariſe, therefore beware of their laſh, 


Jam, &c, 
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LETTER CCXXII.—To a Gentleman en Pedantiy. 
SIR, | 

1 Am ſorry to find you entertain an opinion of the abili- 
ties of Mr. Pompous, as a ſrſt- rare wit, and mult take 
the liberty to undeceive you in a matter which concerns 
your under anding. Pompous, inſtead of a Wit, is in the 
trueſt ſenſe a Witling, who talks much and ſays nothing, 
af 
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an invader of the liberty of ſpeech, and the right of 
judgement. If you will believe him, all learning centers 
in himſelf, He would perſuade you that he is a maſter of 
the languages, and a proficient in the ſciences; in a 
word, that he has ſeen every thing, done every thing, and 
knows every thing. But, in reality, he is an infipid, ſu- 
; Wperfcial creature, a babbling blockhead, a palpable liar, a 
word-monger man, whoſe mind 1s wholly unlettered, -with 
al his pretenſions to acquaintance with books. 
- How different ſuch a character from the man of real 
„e ſcience ! Nay, how prefe able is it to be ſocial with com- 
mon attainments, than im-ertinent with the moſt compre- 
henfive acquiſitions ! Such is my averſion to the odious 
n Wl character of a pedant, that were I diſpoſed to become 
learned, the very idea of it would cure my ambition, and 
f WH cauſe me to wiſh to live in ignorance. 


I remain, your's, &c. 


* — 


LETTER CCXXUILI.—To a young Gentleman from hi, 
Tutor, on the Folly of AFectalion. 
Dear Sir, | 
S the grand defign of learning, and indeed educa- 
tion in general, is to render us uſeful and reſped- 
able members of ſociety, my ſincere defire is, that you 
may not fail in thoſe valuable ends. To this purpoſe I 
muſt take the liberty of reprimanding you for an intollera- 
„ble affegation in all that you ſay or do. When I check 
vou for this folly, yoa urge the neceſſity of obtaining the 
; WH good opinion of friends. I admit it, but you cannot ex- 
pet to be praiſed every moment, if you wiſh for genuine 
; WH praiſe you mult acquire it by merit. Ihe man who prefers 
being really praiſe-worthy will npt value himſelf on little 
attainments, nor careſs any one for praiſing him to his face. 
Conduct yourſelf in ſuch a manner as to induce mankind 
to praiſe you in their actions, then your paſſion for eſteem 
will be duly gratified in the applauſe of all the good and 
ſenſible, who are either your friends or acquaintances. 


I remain, your's, &c. 
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I © LETTER CCXXIV.— 27 a young Gentleman on the Dry" 
11 of his Father. | 

| | Dear Sir, 


F N is not, in my opinion, a nicer point reſpe&. 

| | ing the ſocial duties, than that of adminiſtering 

1 conſolation, Without entering upon it, I mult be inge. 

| nuous enough to expreſs my approbation of your grief, 

excited by the virtuous principles of the excellent father 

| you have loſt, in ſuch a degree as not to be ſuppreſſed by 

the conſideration of becoming the poſſeſſor of an affluent 

fortune. From this diſpoſition I am perſuaded you will do 

* honour to his memory by a due management of his eſtate, 

nor exult over his grave by proſtituting to riot, exceſs, and 

| debauchery, what he acquired by much induſtry and pru- 

dence. By theſe means you will ſhow the ſenſe you retain 

| of your loſs, and obviate the diſtreſs of others apon the 

| | melancholy occaſion. | 
| 


: I remain,- your's ſincerely. 

* — — — 

1 LETTER CCXXV.—To a Man of Rank, in Acknow- 

14 ledgement of a Leiter of Conſolation and Condolauce. 

12 Dear Sir, | * 
[| ROM the tokens of friendſhip with which you never * 
ll fail to honour me when labouring under any diſtreſ- 2 

ol . ſing circumſtance, I have the moſt convincing proofs of wy 

| your goodneſs; indeed my misfortones ſerve to diſplay wy 

11. your generoſity. All the return I can make is to aſſure * 

14 you, that great as my obligations may be, they cannot c 

14 exceed the grateful ſenſe | ſhall ever retain of them, nor P 

} | ſurpaſs the ſincerity with which I have the honour to ſub WM _ 

18 ſcribe myſelf, Dear Sir, LE 

14 Vour moſt obliged and moſt humble Servant. 

1 LETTER CCXXVI.—Ackrowledging the Receipt of * lv 
ill! f 85 | Prejent. | 
1 Dear Sir, | 
Il | Am jaſt now honoured by the receipt of your letter, 2 
14 with the muſic you have been pleaſed to ſend me. .“ 
Y Were I not convinced of your inclination to oblige me, | E 

might dwell upon the ſubje& of acknowledgement ; but, 55 
this I decline, perſuaded that a continual repetition of WM" 


favours muſt be diſguſting to a mind ſo liberal as your's Mm 
You will however reſt aſſured, that I have a due ſenſe of 
your 
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your favours, and that you may ever command my beſt 
Wl {crvices. 1 remain, moſt fincerely, 


Your's, &c. 


LETTER CCXXVII.—From a Gentleman to a Perſon of 

Rank, returning T hanks for the good Opinion he is pleaſed 
| to entertain of him. 

SI R, 

Cannot find words to expreſs the ſenſe I have of the 

honour done me by your Excellency's very obliging 
Letter. Indeed, to adopt the phraſe of a pleaſing writer, 
the language of the heart can be anſwered only by the 
heart itſelf. Your Excellency could not lay an obligation 
on me more binding, than. by judging ſo favourably of 
my conduct in general, and the inſtances in which I have 
endeavoured to ſhow my attachment to yourſelf in parti— 
cular, Duly impreſſed with all favour, I am, Sir, 

Your Exceilency's molt obedient Servant. 


i. 


LETTER CCXXVIII — cknowuledging the Condeſcenſion of 
a Superior in the Acceptance of a Preſent. 5 

S I R, 

OU will permit me to aſſure you, that I eſteemed 

the honour you d1d me, in the acceptance of my 
„ Wiittle preſent, as a ſufficient obligation, without the addi- 
onal favours you have heaped upon me. I can only con- 
eſs, that to thank you as I ought is above my power, 
which J hope you will admit as the teſt of my gratitude, 
and more effectual than all the words I could multiply 
upon the occaſion. I am, Sr, 

Your moſt obliged and moſt humble Servant, 


LET''ER CCXXIX.—Or the Folly of a magnificent Appears 
ance in common People only. 

þ SIR, 
N reply to the queſtion propoſed in your laſt, whether 
a m.ignificent appearance is commendable ? you will 
„ eiee me leave to make the folowing obſervations : A mag- 
e. Nrifcent appearance well becomes perſons ot rank, as it 
| {MW vould derogate from the dignity of ſuch characters not to 
t Meppear in public with thei- proper marks of diſtinction. 
But with reſpect to private perſons, * and oſtentation 
only ſerve to incur hatred and envy, and to embarraſs 


them 
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them in their own particular concerns, whereas a well n. . 
gulated economy renders them beloved and eſteemed, LE 
never knew any perſons in private life who derived ay ta 
| advantage from a magnificent appearance, though mag 
| are fooliſhly fond of making what they call a figure in th I 
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| world ; but to make a figure in this ſenſe of the word j 
14 nothing more than to make one coxcomb ſtare at anothe; AL 
| The molt ſhining action in the world is not praiſe-worthy _ 
| | when it has vanity for its motive, and even thoſe action om 
1 which ſeem to proceed from a virtuous principle fall H! 
1 of their commendation, if they are in the leaſt ſuſpectedd a 
| vain glory. Accept theſe thoughts on the ſubject propoſed, 0 
and believe me to be, with great ſincerity. ” 

7 

Your's, &c. 5 
— tak 
ne 

LETTER CCXXX.---Or the Choice of a Mode of Lift 
Dear Sir, — 
Thark you for your very obliging letter, by which! Lt 

had you ſhift the ſcene of your lite from the tuwn 1 

the country, and prefer a mixed ſtate, which in my opinion 
conllitutes real enjoyment. Many people are inclined t — 
to run into the extremes either of ſolitude or active lik 
unmindful that in ſolitude they generally become uſelei fr 
by too much eaſe, and that in active life they are liable wiſh * 
be diſtracted by two much precipitation. Thoſe people el 
| ſeem deſigned for ſolitude, who are dull and reſerved, a! 
like pictures may be placed more to advantage in a comet by 


than a ſulllight. Buty ſpirits, on the contrary, derive u 
additional ſplendour from being exhibited in full diſplay. _ 
Prudence, however, dictates contentment where circun , 7, 
ſtances will not admit of choice, to arrive at which I ſhal 
endeavour to have recourſe'to the aid of Philoſophy, remen: 
bering the obſervation of a ſenſible old gentleman, thit 
though inhuman life, as well as a Game at Hazard, every one 
wiſhes for the higheſt caſt, thoſe act the wiſeſt part, why, 
though the chance is otherwiſe, endeavour to make tit 
beſt of it. J am, Sir, 


Your obliged humble Servant. 
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LETTER CCXXXI —To a Laay fem a Gentleman, wha 
having broken her Looking-Glaſs preſents her with another. 
MabAu, 
Y Requeit your acceptance of what I ſend you, not as a 
] preſent, but a eſtitution. Upon a ſuperficial view it 
may appear as a trifle, but if you look into it with atte n- 
tion, it will qucover one of the moſt delightful objects in 


the world. In a word, you wil! ſee there the picture of 


the woman 1 admire, This is a ſecret I would not diſcloſe 
but to yourſelt, and I think I may venture to confide in 
you without being thought indiſcreet. You will ſee there 
features very Captivating, features which you know have 
an abſolute power over me, as well as that they are en- 
tirely at your diſpoſal. You will permit me, therefore, to 
take the liberty that you will arrange them.in ſuch a man- 
ner as to encourage the Lopes of, Madam, 
Your molt obedient humble Servant. 


LETTER CCXXXII.-- Recommending a Relation to the 
Notice of a Man of Rank and Influence. 
S IX, | | 

HE Gentleman who attends you with this letter is 
1. my relation, though much nearer allied to me in 
friendſhip than in blood. From what has paſſed between 
us, I muſt entreat you to convince him, that the cauſe I 
eſpouſe is not a matter of indifference to you, and that 
you are diſpoſed to render him thoſe ſervices for my ſake, 
which you would for his own, had he the honour of being 
known to you. Iam, Sir, with the greateſt reſpect, 

Your molt humble Servant. 


LETTER CCXXXIII. — Recommending a Son to the Pa- 


tronage of an intimate {riend, 


SIR, 

Would not violate the friendſhip which has ſo long ſub- 

ſiſted between us ſo far as to urge a plea in recom- 
mendation of the bearer to your notice, when I inform you 
he is my ſon, Perſuaded that you will regard him in the 
ſame light as if he had the honour of being your own, I 
have only to thank you for the favours which from that 
principle you may be diſpoſed to confer. on him; and 
remain, ] | 

Your moſt humble Servant. 
2 L E T- 
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LETTER CCXXXIV.—The Anjaver. 
SIR, 
N imitation of that conciſeneſs which in ſome inftancy 
is a teſt of friendſhip, I aſſure you, that as you canng 
intereſt yourſelf in any thing which does not concern me, 
I have omitted nothing that could add weight to ny 
influence in behalf of your ſon, and only wiſh that I my 
be as happy in ſerving him, as he has merit to deſerve i, 
I am, Sir, | 
Your moſt obedient Servant, 


kaken; but being able to procure no other pleaſure, I 


LETTER CCXXXV.—To a Gentleman entreating hi 
intereſt in his official Department. 

S IR, 
HOUGH for ſome time I looked upon the civilitie 
I received from you as the mere effects of complai. 
ſance, I have ſince flattered myſelf that you meant ſome. 
thing more by them, and that the many obliging things 
you have lately ſaid to me, were rather deſigned to con- 
vince me of your friendſhip than politeneſs. I therefore 
take the libercy, Sir, to remind you of the partial opinion 
you was pleaſed to entertain of me, and humbly to requet 
a favour of you, which entirely depends on you and the 
honourable board at which you preſide. If you have the 
goodneſs to eſpouſe my cauſe, I know your authority and 
addreſs will be irreſiſtable, and I ſhall have nothing to do 
but to endeavour to merit the favour, by being, all my 


life, Sir, your much obliged, 


And very obedient Servant. 


LETTER CCXXXVI.— From a Gentleman in Retirt- 
ment, on Account of the ill State of his Health, to bi 
Friend. ; | Ip 

Dear Sir, 
I Wrote to you ten or twelve days ago, and returned you 

thanks for the two letters which I at length received 
from you. If you were ſenſible of the ſatisfaction they gave 
me, you would be concerned for not having written to me 
oftner, and for not frequently repeating the conſolation of 
which I have ſo much eg. My melancholy here, and 
my want of company, have produced a good effect in te- 
conciling me to books, which I had for ſome time for- 


have 


AND ENTERTAINING LETTERS, 145 


have been forced to taſte, and reliſh that of reading. Pre- 
pare than to ſee as great a Philoſopher as yourſelf, and 
conſider what a progreſs a man muit have made, who for 
fix months has either ſtudied or been fick ; for if one of 
the chief aims of philoſophy is a contempt of life, ſickneſs 
is one of the beſt inſtructor's, and perſuades us more effica- 
ciouſly than either Plato or Socrates, As I am very un- 
certain when I ſhall leave this place, I humbly requeſt that 
you would not forget me ſo long as you have done, but 
mew me, by doing me the honour of writing te me, that 
you are convinced of the real eſteem with which 
I am, your's, &c. 


LETTER CCXXXVII.—To a female Friend, condoling 
her on a melancholy Event. 


Dear Madam, . 
6 THOUGH I have armed myſelf againſt moſt of the 
6 accidents of life, I think it impoflible you ſhould 
. feel thoſe which befall you more ſenſibly than I do. I look 


{WI upon it as the greateſt of misfortunes to give you a teſti- 
mony of my reſpect on this melancholy occaſion. But 
ef WM occaſions are not of our chooſing, and all we can do is to 
he (WM ſuffer none to paſs, whether good or bad, without ſhewing 


| muſt entreat you to be aſſured of my ſincerity, and not to 

look upon it as a ba'e compliment, when I profeſs myſelf, 
Your moſt devoted Servant, &c. 

LETTER CCXXXVII.— Fron a young Lady, with a 
Preſent, to her Siſter. 


Dear Siſter, 

S a New-Year's-Gift, I have ſent you a new head- 
dreſs, which for the faſhion of it ſeems not unworthy 

of your acceptance. Without any compliment you poſſeſs 

you a good ſhare of beauty, and know how to give every thing 

ved WW you wear an engaging turn; I doubt not, therefore, but 

ave I it will become you extremely. I hope you will receive it 


with the ſame pleaſure I preſent it, and that you will 
of believe me, | 
and Your moſt affectionate Siſter. 
re- 
or- 
, | G LETTERS 


thoſe we eſteem the part we take in all that concerns them. 
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LETTERS on the moſt common Occurrences 
of Life. 


LETTER CCXXXIX.—From a Youth on a Viſit in the 
Ceuntry, to his Father in London. 
H onovr'd Sir, 

Have nothing that gives me greater pleaſure than to em. 

brace every opportunity of mewing my dutiful regard 
tor the beſt of parents, whether preſent or abſent. Since 
riy arrival here, IJ have been very happy in ihe reſpectful 
it:ention of the family, in the purſuit of rural ſports, and 
in the inltructive converſation and falutary advice of my 
uncle, and in a happy experience of the confirmation of 
jay health, which was the main object in view when ! leſt 
town. As vou may require my attendance in the count- 
ing houſe, I ſhall beg leave of my uncle to permit my 
departure about the cloſe of the following week, being 
Cc trous of teſtifying, upon all occaſions, with what pto— 
ound eſteem I am, bonoured Sir, 2 | 
Your dutiful von, &c. p 


LETTER CCXL.—From a domeſtic Servant in London u 
his Parents in the Country. 
Honour'd Father and Mother, | 

THINK it my duty to inform you, that I had the good 
fortune to get another place within a fortnight after! 
left the laſt. My maſter and miftreſs ſeem perfectly fat 
fed with me, as I have every reaſon to be with them, 
My fellow-ſervants in general ſeem well diſpoſed, ſo that 
by a due attention to my conduct and behaviour to thok 
above me, and thoſe upon an equality with me, together 
with obedience to the commands of my maſter and mitirels 
Ihe pe to paſs my time in the family happily, and to get ſuch 
knowledge in domeſtic buſineſs as may be of ſervice t0 
me he cafter. It gives me great pleaſure to obſerve bt 
ſeaſon ſo mild, ard the ſpring ſo forward, as to afford! 
promiſing expectation of beautiful crops the next fralon 
You and my mother are now grown old; you have rears 
a large family by induſtry and good management, _ 
| therelen 
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/ draf: for ten pounds in your next letter, 
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therefore entitled to comfort in your latter days. Nothing 
would make me happier than to ſave a little money in 
ſervice, in order to put me in the way to contribute to the 
ſame. I am, 

Your dutiful Son. 


— — — —— 


FETT ER CCXLI.—From a yours Man in Town 10 his 


Uncle in the Country, requeſting a Favour. 
Honour'd Sir, 

HEN I wrote to you laſt I iu formed you that I was 

in expectation of getting into the counting-houſe 

of a reſpectable citizen, and have now the pleature to 
acquaint you that I have accompliſhed-that deſirable 
end. Though my ſituation in life is advanced, my wages 
at preſent are but low, and I have neither lodging nor 
board in the houſe. I am alſo rather ip"want of clothes 
and other neceſiaries, to make that appearance, which, as 
the world goes, greatly influence the opinion and judge- 
ment of mankind. As I truſt I have never given you cauſe 
to upbraid me with extravagance, but, on the contrary, 
am conſcious of having applied the money you was to kind 
as to ſend me occaſionally to proper purpoſes, I take the 
þberty of humbly entreating that you would encloſe me a 
I did not chooſe 
to make application to my couſin, having never yet diſ- 
cloſed the particulars of my circumſtances &o him, and 
not «doubting, from former inftances of your generoſity, 
but you Wuld ſerve me in the preſent emergency. You 
may reſt aſſured, that I ſhall ever be aſſiduous in perform- 
ing the duties of my ſtation, and obtaining the good-will 
of my friends, and all with whom I have any connections. 


Fam, with the profoundeſt reſpect, 


8 Your dutiful Nephew, 


LETTER CCXLIL—Tbe.A4n/wer, 
Dear Nephew, 


Received your's, and am happy to hear that you have 


not been diſappointed 1n your expectation of being ad- 
vanced in point of fituation in life. A citizen of London, 
if a man of probity as well as property, is a molt reſpe&- 
able character, ſo that I need not remind you, that it will 
be both your duty and intereft to ſerve your employer with 
diligence and integrity, 
G 2 | high 


You cannot reaſonably expect, 


1438 FAMILIAR, USEFUL, INSTRUCTIVE, 


high wages on commencing the office of clerk, and mull 
endeavour to proportion your expences to your allowance, 
1 admit the truth of your remark, with reſpect to the appli 
cation of the money ] have ſent you from time to time, 
and ſhall, according to defire, encloſe a draft for ten 
pounds in my next letter, which you will receive in the 


courſe of a few days, Your keeping the particulars oþ 


your ſituation from your couſin I approve, as I would wiſh 
to avoid all cauſe for jealouſy between relations. You are 
now arrived at an age when it becomes abſolutely neceſſary 
for you to be well acquainted with the value of money, nay 
the very nature of your profeſſion requires it. I ſhall only 
add, that I hope you will be guided in all your meaſure; 
by the rules of prudence and diſcretion; and ſubſcribe 
myſelf, | Your aftèctionate Uncle. 


LETTER CCXLIII.— From a young Man who had dejerted 
his Maſter's Service to his þ ather, requeſting his Interpo- 
tion to obtain his Re-admiſſion. 
Honour'd Sir, 
IKE the prodigal my ſufferings have brought me to 
repentance, as like him I was never duly ſenſible of 
the bleſlings of Providence till I felt the want of them, 
Through the allurements of vicious company, | was 1n- 
duced to forſake the paths of virtue, and neglect my duty 
to God and man. Your ears doubtleſs have been ſhocked 
with a detail of the irregularities of my conduct for ſome 
time, which cauſed me to elope from my apprenticeſhip, 
and from one of the moſt indulgent maſter's. Blulhing 
with conſcious guilt, and filled with the deepelt contrition, 
] pr:ſume to beſeech you, Sir, to intercede in my behalf, 
ar.d uſe your influence to procure me permiſſion to return 
to a ſervice I have ſo ungenerouſly deſerted. So powerful 
an advocate I know not, yet at the ſame time | know not 
any one who can be ſo reluctant to undertake my cauſe as 
yourſelf, from a nice ſeuſe of the offences I have com- 
mitted, All the atonement I can make 1s, to endeavour, 
in every inſtance, at a reverſion of my former conduct. 
This I fincerely promiſe, if I ſhould be fo happy as to be 
re admitted into my maſter's ſervice ; it being the purpoſe 
of my heart, through the divine aſſiſtance, to render my 
future life one continued ſcene of gratitude and duty. I amy 


Your affectionate, though undutiful Son. 
2 L E T- 
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LETTER CCXLIV.—T7The Father's Anſwer. 
Dear Son, | 

ORDS cannot deſcribe my feelings for the diſgrace 
you have brought on me by your indiſcreet, I may 
add, profligate behaviour, Your flagrant breach of duty 
to your Creator, your Parent, and your maſter is highly 
criminal, and ſcarcely admits of palliation. However, as 
| would not diveſt myſelf of paternal tenderneſs, nor reſiſt 
an inclination to reſcue you from deſtruction, I have com- 
plied with your entreaty, interceded by letter with your 
ofenced maſter, been favoured with his very kind anſwer, 
and now ſend you the copy encloſed. You will read your 
pardon, and fee a full diſplay of clemency and humanity, 
and if you are not dead to every ſenſe of gratitude, you 
cannot but ſix a refolution of immediate reformation, 
If you appear to feel the contrition of the prodigal you 
allude to, you may depend on meeting a ſimilar reception 
with him, and it will ſoon be manifeſt, from your conduct, 
whether, like him, your ſufferings have brought you to 
yourſelf, You will attend to theſe hints, and reſt aſſured 
that your treatment in future will be proportioned to your 

ooſervance of them. I remain, | 


Your affectionate Father. 


— —  —— 


— . 


82 ͤ — — 


LETTER CCXLV.—The Father's Letter to the Maſter. 
Worthy Sir, | 

Never had occaſion to lament a cauſe that induced me 

to write to you before the preſent. You muſt be too 


well acquainted with it to need particular mention. Suf- 


fice it, therefore, to inform you, that I have received a 
letter from my ſon, acknowledging the atrocious nature of 
his offence, profeſſing the deepeit contrition for it, ex- 
preting the ſincereſt reſolution of amendment, and upon 
that ground entieating me to intercede with you in his 
behalf, to re- admit him to your ſervice. Impelled by the 
feelings of a parent, I have complied with his requeii, and 
thus preſume, from many former inſtances of your huma- 
nity and henevolence, to become his advocate, If you 
will deign to grant ſo great a favour as to receive the re- 
turning prodigal, as he calls himſelf, I hope his behaviour 
will correſpond with his promiſe; and be aſſured that 
nothing thall-eraſe the obligation from my memory. 

| I am, Sir, your's moſt fincerely. 


G 3 LET- 
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LETTER CCXLVE—The Maſter's Anſwer. 
Dear Sir, | 
[| Witheld the diſagreeable circumſtance of your ſon's 
elopement for a few days from your notice, hoping that 
his ſpeedy return would prevent the diſquiet it would 
ive you, In that interval I find, from your letter, he 
as made application to you ; and cannot but feel with 
you as a father the concern with which it muſt have been 
attended, Ever fince | have been conſcious of the falli- 
bility of human nature, I have bcen inclined to lenity in 
my general proceedings, and though I am extremely ſorry 
for the cauſe, cannot withſtand a propenſity to exerciſe it 
In the preſent caſe, I have therefore only to aſſure you, 
that J am diſpoſed to pardon the errors of your Son, to re- 
admit him to my ſervice; and if it ſhall appear, from 
his future conduct, that his late profeſſions were ſincere, to 
do every thing in my power to contribute to his future 
welfare. I remain, Sir, 
Your affectionate Friend. 


LETTER CCXLVII.— From a young Woman to her Aunt 
requeſting a Favour. 

Dear Madam, 

OU have given me ſo many proofs of your good-will 
Y and generoſity, that I bluſh at the thought of being 
troubleſome to you on the preſent occaſion. However, as 
you are, and have long been, my only friend, I hambly 
preſume, under a very particular circumſtance, to entreat 
the favour that you would be ſo kind as to advance me a 
little money, which I have now an opportunity of apply- 
ing to very conſiderable advantage. I beg you would ex- 
cuſe the freedom I have taken in the requeſt, which ſhould 
you be pleaſed to grant, will add to the many obligations 
conferred on, 

Your dutiful and much obliged Niece, 


—— 


— — — — — 


LETTER CCXLVIII.— From an Apprentice to hit 

Guardian, on a Matter of the moſt ſerious Concern. 

Dear Sir, 

S I have no friend in the world but yourſelf, to 
whom I can communicate and refer for advice, in 
points of importance, | take the liberty of acquainting you, 
that I labour at preſent under very great difficulty and uh 
th inels 


it 
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ſeneſs of mind. You are to underſtand, that my fellow ap- 
prentice, for whom I had a great regard, has forfeited the 
confidence repoſed in him, by a breach of tral!, to which 
he ungeneroully gained my conſent, by means of a pre» 
tence | did not in the leaſt ſuſpect. Thus unhappily c r- 
cumſtanced, what would you adviſe me to do? My maler 
has been injured, If I make diſcovery of the matter the 
young man is ruined—If I conceal it, I mult ſhare the 


guilt of injuſtice at preſent, and be liable to the puniſh» 


ment due to it on detection hereafter. Let me have your 
candid opinion and advice in my preſent critical ſi: nation 
as ſoon as poſhble, and you will highly oblige 

Your molt obedient and dutiful ſervant, &c. 


—r— 
—=— 
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LETTER CCXLIX.— he Anſwer. 

Dear Edward, | 

S [ am much alarmed at the cauſe of your laſt 

letter, I fend you, by return of poſt, the advice 
you requeſt, nay further, I enjoin you to a compliance 
with it, It is ſimply this —Acquaint your maiter inſtantly 
with the injuſtice that has been done him. My reafons 
are, that any delay in the diſcovery would be dangerous to 
yourſelf in ſeveral inſtances, and deltrucive to your own 
peace and happineſs, as well as diſgraceful tothoſe with whom 
you have any connection. There can be no o:her means of 
vindicating your own intereſt, or preventing your being 
looked on as an accomplice in the fact, T[ wiil call ſhortly 
on your maſter, to krow the event of this unfortunate 
matter; and remain, 
Your's, &c. 


LETTER CCL. From a young Woman juſt entered on a 
Service in Town to her Aunt in the Country. 
Dear Aunt, | 
INCE I informed you of my ſafe arrival in this great 
town, I have had the pleaſure of being recommended 


to a houſemaid's place in a good family by my couſin 


Daniel. To add to my ſatisfaction, I find my maſter and 
miſtreſs very good ſort of people, and always pleaſed, pro- 
vided the ſervants only do as they are ordered. For a 
few days my ſituation was a little ſtrange to me, but I am 
now more reconciled to it, and think I ſhall ſoon like it 
very well. I ſhall endeavour to follow the advice you 
G 4 | gave 
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gave me at parting as long as I live. Remember me to all 
enquiring friends, and let me have the pleaſure of hearing 
from you as often as convenient. I am, | 

Your dutiful Niece, 


LETTER CCLI.—The Aunt's Anſwer. 
Dear Dolly, 
1 Am very happy to find from your own account that you 
1 are fituated in io agreeable a family, and doubt not 
but you will behave in ſuch a manner as to get the good- 
will of your maiter and miſtteſs, and all with whom you 
may be concerned. Though you may ſomerimes wiſh to 
be at home with your friends in the country, I hope you 
will make vour mind eaſy, by remembering that you left 
them for your own good, and to promote yourſelf in the 
world. Be careful above all things to keep your cha- 
racer ; for upon that will depend your future ſucceſs in 
life, and the more faithful you are in the diſcharge cf your 
duty as a ſervant, the better you will proſper if you live 
to havea family of your own. When you have any ſpare 
time, which in regular places 1s generally the caſe on 
Sundays, I defire you would not forget to read your Bible, 
and other good books I gave you at your departure, be- 
cauſe they will teach your duty to God and man, and en- 
coupe you to put it in practice. Your uncle ſends you 
his bleſſing, and your couſins their's, to which I add my 
fnce;cit withes that I may live to be a comfort to you al; 
and iemain, 


— 


—U—äẽ 4 


Your aſtectionate Aunt, &c. 


—_—_ 1 


LETTER CCLII. From a Son to a Father, requeſting 
| Conſent to his Marriage. 5 
Llonour'd Sir, 
S I have hitherto held myſelf bound in duty to con- 

ſult you in all the important concerns of life, I 
now a;-ply to you for your concurrence in a matter which 
it is preſumed you will agree with me to be highly mo- 
mentcus. Having ſince I entered upon buſineſs for myſelf 
been greatly at a loſs in the management of domeſtie 
affuirs through the want of a female partner, I caſt an eye 
upon the daughter of a tradeſman in this neizhbourho%%, 
with whom 1 have been ſome time acquainted. Ihe father 


is a man of character and property. The young woman 
15 
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is agrecable in perſon, amiable in diſpoſition, and much 
eſtee med by all who know her. To come to the point, my 
honoured father, I have obtained her conſent to marriage 
as well as that of her parents, but am determined to defer 
the ceremony till the_alliance ſhall be ſtamped with your 
approbation, though I truſt that, upon the ſtricteſt enquiry, 
you will find no cauſe for objetion, The old gentleman is 
ready and willing to give you a meeting upon the matter, as 
well as to agree to any propoſals reſpecting 2 portion, as 
may appear to be reaſonable. As the event depends upon 
your deciſion, I beg the favour of a ſpeedy anſwer; and 
remain, Your dutiful Son. 


— 
— 


LETTER CCLIII.— The Anſwer. 
Dear Son, 
HOUGH you ſeem, by your expreſſions in your 
letter, to be rather haſty reſpecting your propoſed 
alliance, I cannot but approve of your deſign of a worthy 
partner for life, to ſhare with you both in the pleaſures and 
the croſſes of life. I deferred, however, my anſwer, till 
{ had an opportunity, through means of a particular 
friend, to make the neceſſary enquiries concerning the 
object of yaur choice ; and finding, from his account, that 
ſhe is a worthy character, you have my free conſent to act 
as you think proper. This you may communicate to her 
father, with aſſurance that I will meet him at any time 
and place he ſhall pleaſe to appoint, and concur with him 
in any meaſures that may tend to the mutual intereſt and 
tappineſs of our children, which if an union ſhould take 
place, it ſhall be my conſtant endeavour and ſtudy to pro- 
mote, I remain, | 
Your affectionate Father. 


ms 


LETTER CCLIV.— From a Father to a Daughter, flatins 
the Imprudence of a haſty Marriage. 

Dear Sally, 
\HE contents of your laſt letter give me much con- 
cern, as they expreſs an inclination to hurry your- 
felf into a condition on which your furure happineſs or 
miſery, reſpecting this life at leaſt, in a great meaſure de- 
pends, I have no objection to your entering into the mar- 
ried ſtate; but would with you to have ſome regard to the 
manner and time, and mult be plain to tell you, I think 
G5 the 


Pal Your dutiful Son, &c- 
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the one too haſty, and the other too early. In the one 
reſpe& you cannot, in the courſe of a few weeks, during 
which I am given to underſtand you have formed an ac. 
quaintance with the object of your choice, have ſufficient 
knowledge of his character and circumſtances ; in the other 
you muit (as not having attained to the age of ſixteen 
years,) be ſuppoſed unqualified for the dae management of 
the domeſtic affairs of a family. From theſg conſidera. 
tions, notwithſtanding the affection I bear you, I muſt, in 
order to act conſiſtently with the duty I owe both to yoy 
and myſelf, abſolutely deny you my conſent, and add, that 
if you are determined to merry, in oppoſition to my will, 
you muſt expect to live without my aſſiſtance. Think this 
not hard, ſince if you will proceed, your diſappointment 
cannot be greater than mine; but I hope you will no: 
hurry yourſelf into ruin, and your father into the giave, 
I remain, 
Your's moſt affectionately. 


— = — 


— — — — 
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LETTER CCLV.— From a ycung Man at Service in Tous 
to his Father in the Country. 
Honour'd Father, 

T certainly will give you pleaſure to hear, that I am 
well in health, and in a ſituation far better than when 

I firſt came up to this town I had reaſon to expect. I an 
hired by a very good tradeſman to carry out parcels, open 
and ſhut ſhop, and do any thing in the family 1 may te 
ordered by my maſter or miſtreſs. They are both wortiy 
people, as are their ſon and the apprentice, as well as the 
ſervants in general. Good order is preſerved amongſt us; 
every one pwned his duty, and does it with chearfulneſs. 
I am promiſed better wages when I become better ac- 
quainted with the buſineſs, and ſhall not fail, as ſoon as i! 
is in my power, to make ſome return for the indulgence 
you have always ſhewn me. Three reſolutions, with the 
b:efiing of God, I hope to keep, namely theſe ; never te 
ſtay on an errand, get in liquor, nor tell a lie, You five 
them in my memory, by repeating them as ſubjects of you! 
tetherly advice when I lived with you at home; fo that! 
truſt they will remain with me through every path in lite, 


Accept of and preſent my duty to my mother; and beliete 


me to be, 


LI 
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LETTER CCLVI.—The Anſwer. 
My dear Boy, 
| OU was right in being aſſured it would give me 
Y pleaſure to hear of your welfare, fince you quitted 
our cottage in a ſmall village, and entered into the world 
of hurry and buſineſs. You well know that your future 
happineſs depends entirely on your conduct and behaviour, 
which I doubt not will be ſuch as to afford ſatisfaction to 
your maſter, and bring credit to yourſelf. Theſe good 
ends will be greatly promoted by keeping the reſolutions 
mentioned in your lait ; becauſe no conſideration will gain 
you more eſteem, or make you more noticed by thoſe who, | 
may, perhaps, hereafter, be valuable friends, than in- 
duitry in buſineſs, and a decent becoming behaviour, 
both to ſuperiors and equals. While you continue to en- 
deavour to do well, you may expect ſuch aſſiſtance, divine 
and human, as will enable you to accomplith all reaſonable 
defires, reſpecting yourſelf, and thoſe for whom you may 
.be concerned, 1 remain, F 
Your loving Father, 
LETTER CCLVII.— From a ſeafaring Man in the Downs, 
to his Wife in London. 
Dear Nelly, 

1 Take the earlieſt opportunity of letting you know, that 

after a tedious abſence of near three years, I am at 
laſt arrived within the proſpect of my native land, and in 
as good a ſtate of health as can be expected at the cloſe of 
a long diink- water voyage, as we tars call theſe trips to 
the Eaſt Indies. Having been as ſparing in expences as 
poſſible, and made ſome little advantage by what trifles I 
carried out as a venture, which from the returns here, 
will add, I hope to the ſtock ; it is my deſign to leave off 
the ſea ſervice, and put you into a ſhop, while I work at 
my trade as a ſhip-carpenter, ſo that by theſe means, 
through our joint induſtry we may get a tolerable liveli- 
hood, This reſolution I came into on finding, that let my 
ſervice be ever ſo long, or my character in my trade ever 
ſo good, I ſhall never get above the rank uf carpenter's 
mate without intereſt, but muſt drudge on till I am grown 
grey- headed, and then be refuſed evcu that birth becauſe I 
am grown old. When we reach Woolwich I ſhall let you 
knew, and deſire you will come on board, for I cannot 

G 6 come 
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come on ſhore till our ſtores are delivered up. Remember 
me to all enquiring friends ; and believe me to be your 
ever loving huſband. 


Prrer Prank. 


LETTER CCL VIII.— Rebuking a young Man for Remijs- 
neſs in the Duties of his Profeſſion. 
Dear Nephew, 

Do not preſume to call you to account on the preſent 

occaſion, becauſe J enabled you to begin the world, but 
becauſe I wiſh you to ſucceed in it, which you can never 
Expect to do unleſs you are diligent in your occupation, 
You muſt ſhake off idle habits, abandon upprofitable com- 
pany and unſeaſonable recreations, and employ more of 
your time 1n the exerciſe of the duties of your calling, 
Inſpec the ſtate of your profits on the one hand, and your 
joſſes on the other, together with your diſburſements of 
every kind, and then you will be able to form a due 
zudgement of the ſituation of your affairs. Let me entreat 
you as a friend to reflect on the inconveniencies to which a 
reduced tradeſman is ſubject for the remainder of his life; 
ſuch as indignities from thoſe whoſe property he has ſquar- 
dered ; contempt from all, not excepting the idle compa- 
nions of hie folly, conſcious remorſe for the injuſtice he 
Has done his family; and all theſe from what cauſe? 
From the indulgence of an idle careleſs habit, that cannot 
afford the leaſt ſatisfaction beyond the preſent hour, and 
brings a future ſeries of diſgrace and poverty. Finally, 
let me adviſe you to think on theſe things before it is too 
late, and reſolve on ſuch a courſe of life as will bring 
peace and pleaſure to your own mind, and proſperity to 
yourſelf and family. | 


—— 


— 


LETTER CCLIX.—T he Anferer. 

Honour'd Sir, 

HE only atonement I can make for the folly and in- 
4 diſcretion with u hich you ſo julily charge me, is to 
plead guilty. i mult conſeſs that I have too long indulged 
h-bits of Careleſsneſs and diſſipation, and had begun to 
fee! their cfſe&s belore I received your friendly reproot and 
advice. Some crecitors have threatened me hard, others 
have inſulted me, yet, upon cool reflection, I cannot but 
transfer the blame from thew to myfelf, in with-heldirg 
hom 
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from them their juſt demands. The conviftion of my own 
mind reſpecting my erroneous conduct, together with the 
force of your very judicious remarks, will, I hope, pro- 
duce the defired effect, in diverting my attention from 
ruinous objects, and fixing it on ſuch as are of momentous 
concern. By theſe means it is my hrm reſolution to re- 
deem loſt time, retrieve loſs of character, amend an im- 
paired conſtitution, and afford my f:mily and friends that 
pleaſure and ſatisfaction they ſo well deſerve at my hands. 
With fincere acknowledgement of all favours, and thanks 
for this preſent inſtance of your regard, I beg leave to ſub- 
ſcribe myſelf, honoured Sir, 


Your dutiful Nephew, 


— 


— — 


LETTER CCLX.—From a young Lady in the Country to a 
Brother in Town, reproving him for Neglect of filial Duty, 
Dear Brother, 
OTWITHSTANDING the ſuppoſed ſuperiority of 
your ſex, I muſt take upon me, though a filter, to 
cenſure your eonduct, when | find it deviate from thoſe 
rules that are or ſhould be binding upon mankind in gene- 
ral. The particular at which ] mean to point is your 
neglect of that dutiful regard which you mutt be conſcious 
in your own mind you owe to your parents. Sorry am [ 
to find, that ſuch is your attachment to the pleaſures and 
amuſements cf London, that you cannot ſpare a few mi- 
nutes, even in the courſe of a whole month, to give us a 
tew lines reſpecting the ſtate of your health, cr any occur» 
rences that may fall out during your abſence. If you 
admit that your parents in particular, and your relatives 
in general, have teſtiſied their eſteem for you in every 
poſuble inflance, as I think you ought to do; you muſt 
of courſe acknowledge yourſelf highly blameable for the 
neglect of that retern which upon ſuch a principle is their 
juſt due. Suffer me then to prevail with you to fulfil a 
duty too long omitted, by writing to us immediately, 
which will aſtord the greateit ſatisfaction to us all, and to 
none more than | 


Your affectionate Siſter, &c. 


L E F. 
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LETTER CCLXl.-—7 be Airver. 
My dear viſter, 

HEN a culprit 1s arraigned at the bar, he hol4s uy 
his hand, ſubmitting himſelf io the laws of his 
country. I ſtand charged by you with neglect cf a relative 
duty. What am | co do? Briefly as follows: Firſt, to ac. 
knowledge the charge, and ſecondly embrace the firſt op- 
portunity of returning to my duty, and ſoliciting a general 
pardon upon terms of future amendment. As you have 
been wy accuſer on the prejent occaſion, I muſt requeſt of 
you now to become my advocate, not doubting but the 
pleas you may prefer in my behalf will prove effeQual, 
Intercede then with my parents and relations, repreſent t9 
them the inadvertence ef youth, and ſoften my breach of 
duty as ariting from that cauſe, not from diſreſped; 
aſſure them upon the whole, that I ſhall ever hereafter 
retain a due ſenſe of their eſteem, and endeavour to tellify 

it upon all occations. I am, 

Your much obliged and affectionate Brother. 


LETTER CCLXII.— 7% 4 Gentleman, congratulating bin 
on a fortunate E went. 
Dear Sir, 


S I am convinced, from your known good ſenſe and 
experience in life, you can diſcern the feelings of an 


- open mind, from the wily infinuations of a heart of deceit, 


I frankly preſent myielf among the numer: us train who 
will certainly cffer their congratulatory addreſſes to you on 
the very conſiderable addition made to your fortune by the 
demiſe of Mr. Worthleſs. I am conſcious you have had 
no reaſon for doubting the ſincerity of my former protel- 
fions, and am * perſuaded you will believe me 
when I declare, that no one could hear of the late fortu- 
nate event with more real pleaſure than myſelf. Nay, | 
will not ſcruple to add, that there is cauſe for general 
Joy, ſince that eſtate which has fallen from an unworthy 
to a worthy paſſeſſor, will enable the latter to extend 
his generoſity, and render his {ſervices to diiireiled 
fellow-creatures more numerous than they poſſibly couki be 
before. You will, lam confident, continue the ſame man 


as ever, becauſe you are a man of ingenucu princivies, 


and not to be biaſſed in diſpoſition or conduct by any in- 

cident in this fluctuating ſcene of exiſtence, I am, as ever, 
Youtr's, &c. 

| LE 
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LETTER CCLXII.—From a Gentleman to a Ladyawith 
whom he had been at a Party the Night before. 
0 Dear Madam, 
J 1 you rendered the party with whom TI had 
the honour of being engaged laſt night extremely 
happy by your affable behaviour and divertirg converſa- 
tion, I could not but feel a concern at your being detained 
ſome hours beyond your uſual time of retiring to reſt, eſpe- 
cially as I know the delicacy of your frame and conſtitu— 
tion. Hence I could not deny myſelf the ſatisfaction of 
enquiring into the ſtate of your health this morning, and 
requeſting that you would ſend me word by the beater, 
how you ſlept, as | hope you have not ſuffered by our 
preſſing you to ſtay fo late. It is no compliment to add, 
that the health of ſo reſpectable a character ſhould be at- 
tended to, as the good and happineſs of many maſt be 
affected by its loſs. I remain, Madam, 
| Your obliged humble Servant. 


ys eee CCLXIV.—The Anſwer. 
* 
OU will pleaſe to accept my ſincereſt acknowledge- 
ment for the attention you ſhow to my health in your 
very polite and obliging letter of this morning. I have the 
pleaſure to aſſure you, that though I ſat up very much 
beyond my uſual hour, I find myſelf extremely well, and 
tree from the leaſt inconvenience, My friends often ex- 
preſs an anxious concern for the indifferent ſtate of my 
health; I hold myſelf greatly indebted to them, and un- 
dertake to aſſure them, that it any mode can be pointed 
out for its reſtoration and confirmation, I will immediately 
adopt it, thas I may be the better diſpoſed to enjoy their 
company and converſation, in which center my greateſt 
delight, I aw, Sir, 
Your obliged humble Servant, 


LETTER CCLXV.— From a Genileman to a Lady, with a 
Preſent of Tickets for a Concert. 

Manam, 
ROM your happy turn for muſic, and the progreſs you 
1 have made in that enchanting ſcience, I preſume to offer 
to your acceptance ſome tickets for the concert on Friday 
evening next, eſpecially as it will be attended by ſome ff 
| the 
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the firſt maſters and beſt judges in the kingdom. If yeu 
have no particular engagement, I hope for the pleaſure of 
ſeeing you upon the occaſion, I muſt requeſt your com- 
mands if previouſly engaged for'a future performance, az 
we receive tickets orly once a fortnight. Waiting your 
pleaſure, I am, Madam, 

Your moſt obedient humble Servant. 


——_— 


. LETTER CCLUEXVI.—The Laay's Anjwwer. 
I R, | 
OU will pleaſe to accept of my moſt reſpectful ac- 
knowledgement of the honour you do me by your 
very obliging letter, and the polite manner in which you 
offer me the tickets for the concert on Friday evening next, 
] am extremely concerned that a prior engagement will 
preclude me from the pleaſure of attending the perform- 
ance of that evening, and, as I know the value of tickets 
to perſons of a muſical genius, return them by the bearer, 
in order that you ;aay nut miſs an opportunity of obliging 
other ladies, who, upon the preſent occaſion, may be more 
fortunately circumſtanced than myſelf. I ſhall moſt thank- 
tully embrace the offer at any other opportunity that inay 
be convenient; and ſubſcribe myſelf, in the mean time, 
Your much obliged and moſt humble Servant, 


LETTER CCLXVIi.—From a Gentleman in London to a 
Servant in the Country, whom he is deſirous of hiring. 
AMES, 

; OUR behaviour in your ſtation in Mr. Evergreen's 

family, when I was laſt on a viſit, engaged my ao- 

tice, and met with my approbation, ſo far, that if your 
maſter is willing to part with you, and you are diſpoſed to 
come to town, I ſhould be glad to employ you in my ſer— 
vice at advanced wages, You may be aſſured of attending 
me whenever I come down into your country, ſo that you 
will have frequent opportunities of ſeeing your friends. 

No buſinc ſs ſhall be put upon you here that you do not un- 

dc.'Htand, nor ſhall any encouragement be wanting that 

you may appear to deſerve, Let me know your determi 
nation as ſoon as poſſible. | 


LE T- 
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LETTER CCLXVIII.- 2% Countryman's An fert er. 
Good Sir, 


, do me honour in offering me a ſervice in your 


family in London, and I do not know but I might 


make many advantages by it, However, as I muſt beg 
leave to decline it, and you have been fo very good to write 
to me with your on hand, I think it my duty to give you 
as good reaſons as I can in my plain way, why I would 
with to ſtay where I am. You will pleaſe to underltand 
then, that I live on the ſpot where I was born, ſo that it 
agrees with my conſtitution ; I have been long in = ſer- 
vice of my preſent maſter and miſtreſs, who treat me well ; 
| nave heard of the wicked practices of town ſervants, and 
how they corrupt each other. For theſe, and other reaſons 
| wiil not take the liberty of troubling you with, I hope 
you will not be angry with me for not defiring to change 
my ſituation ; and | ſhall be happy in doing any thing to 
oblige you when you come down. I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, &c. 


1 — 


LETTER CCLXIX.—Frem a Relation of one Servants 
reproving another for leading him into a criminal Practice. 
Mr. Patrick, 
Am given to underſtand, by Harry, Lord Worthy's 
ſervant, who is a relation of mine, that you enticed 
him to play at cards, and having won from him more than 
he could anſwer from his own ſtock of money, he made 
free with ſome of his lady's to anſwer your preſſing de- 
mand. Without farther ceremony, therefore, I muſt 
chaſtiſe you for ſuch behaviour, and inſiſt that you imme- 
diately return the filly” lad, if not the whole, that part 
which is the property of his lady, as he will certainly be 
called upon to produce it, and if he ſhould fail in ſo doing 
be diſcharged for a breach of truſt, and, what is worſt of 
all, want a character to recommend him in future. Be- 
ſides, if this affair ſhould come to the ear of your matter, 
who is a gentleman of ſtrict honour, you will certainly be 
diſmiſſed in diſgrace, Do not heſitate, but do what I re- 
quire of you withent delay, as the only means of prevent- 
ing bad conſequences on both ſides. 
Your's, as you may deſerve, 
EpWARD Equi v. 
L E T- 
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LETTER CCLXX.—#rom the Servant reproved in the 
former, to the young Man whom he had over-reached, 

Mr. Harry, 

Received a letter, by yeſlerday's poſt, from Mr. Ed. 

ward Equity, Lord Upright's ſteward, and your rela- 
tion, concerning the affair that paſſed between us when 
your maſter and miſtreſs viſited at our houſe. After chaſ. 
tiſing me for being acceſſary to your making uſe of your 
lady's money, in part of payment of what 1 had won 
from you at cards, he inſiſted on my immediate refunding 
at le your lady's property, if not the whole, in order to 
prevent the bad conſequences that might fall on us b th 
for ſuch unjuſtifiable behaviour. Sen fible of the propriety 
of what he inſiſts on, I am determined to comply with it 
immediately, and propoſe calling upon you the very fit 
opportunity, and returning the ſum | won from you with- 
out reſerve. I am ready to make any conceſſion to Mr, 
Equity, deſire you would keep the matter ſecret, and 
pledge myſelf never to entice you, nor play more with you, 
On any account whatever. _ v 

I am, your well-wiſher, 
| PaTrRICK PLAYFUL, 


_—_ 


LETTER CCLXXI.— From a female Relation to a young 
Lady who diſcovered a Partiality for 4« Man of bad 
Charatter. | 

Dear Couſin, 


* matters of importance I always wave ceremony, and 
diſpenſe with apology for doing what I hold my 
bounden duty. You may remember the eſteem which | 
had for your deceaſed father and mother, nor can you be? 
unconſcious of the regard which in many inftances [ have 
teltihed for your welfare and happineſs. From theſe mo- 
tives, I muſt be plain to tell you my ſurprize, when, 
amongſt the occurrences of the day, I heard a little 
while ago, that you diſcovered a partiali:y for that noto- 
rious rake Dick Ramble; what then muſt be my aſto- 
niſhment when the report was afterwards confirmed ? It 
is a common ſaying, ** that reformed rakes make the belt 
| huſbands? This in ſome inſtances may be true; but that 
woman would be very imprudent who ſhould rake a man 
as a partner for life before he had given proofs of his 
reformation, if he bore ſuch a charaker, Rome By 

| | ong 
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long been known not only to be a rake, but a libertine in 
every ſenſe of the word. His company is ſhunned by every 
ſober perſon of his own ſex; and every woman of pru— 
dence diſclaims intercourſe with him. If you are ſeen fre- 
quently in places of public reſort with ſuch a man, though 
you may be really virtuous, the cenſorious world will en- 
tertain opinions highly injurious ro your honour and in— 
tereſt, If ſuch are the effects of a ſlight intimacy, what 
mult be thoſe of an indiſſoluble alliance? Loſs of cha- 
racter, loſs of property, loſs of every thing dear both in 
preſent and future. A moment's reflection muſt ſurely im- 
preſs theſe conſiderations on your mind with due weight, 
and point out to you the neceſſity of immediately ſpurning 
from your company ſo obnoxious a character, which that 
you may do ie the ſincere wiſh and defire of 
Your's moſt ſincerely. 


LETTER CCLXXII, —T he young Lady's Anjaver. 
Dear Madam, | 

F''ER reflecting ſeriouſly on the purport of your laſt 

letter, I could not but free you from that cenſure of 
i nature and ſeverity, which I thought you deſerved on 
my firſt peruſal of it. I am now convinced that your re- 
marks and admonitions proceed from laudable motives, 
and am ready to acknowledge them as tokens of friendly 
regard and eſteem. You muit, however, permit me to de- 
clare, that though there is a kind of levity apparent in the 
behaviour of Mr. Ramble I was entirely ignorant of his 
character till you made me acquainted with it. At all 
events, indeed, I rejected his propoſals of marriage till I 
had conſulted you and other reſpectable friends. But to 
the point: You may believe me, when I declare, that in 
conſequence of your kind intimation and admonition, I 
will to-morrow break off all intimacy with him, and 
forbid his addreſſes, either in perſon or by letter, in future, 
for ever. As a further proof of the ſincerity of my reſo- 
lution, I propoſe leaving town in a few days, avd retiring 
to a friend's houſe in the country, there to ruminate on 
my conduct, in order to rectify what has been dune amiſs, 
and form ſuch a.plan as may afford ſatisfaction to thoſe 
with whom I am connected, and promote my own real 
gocd I ſhall take the earlieſt opportunity of waiting 
upon you; but mult at preſent content myſelt with return- 


img 


_— 


164 FAMILIAR, USEFUL, INSTRUCTIVE, 


ing you a thouſand thanks for your kind 'warning, and 
aſluring you that I ſhall ever remain, 
Your moit obliged and very obedient Servant. 


LETTER CCLXXIII.— From a Lady ro her Friend, 4 
Woman of Faſhion, who had lately been brought tc Bed if 
a Son and Heir. 
Dear Madam, 
N looking over a liſt of the occurrences of the day, ! 
was happy in reading your ſafe delivery of a ſon and 
heir at your Villa at Hampton, The mutual affection 
which has long apparently ſubſiſted between you and the 
worthy baronet your ſpouſe, muſt have afforded great plea- 
ſure and ſatisfaction to the whole circle honoured with 
your friendſhip ; and the recent pledge of your love, with 
which it has pleaſed the great diſpoſer of events to blek 
you, cannot but contribute to heighten the ſame. You 
will permit me, amongſt others, to congratulate you and 
Sir William on the favourable event, and fincerely to ex- 
ou my wiſh for the continuance of the life of vour be- 
oved Son, and that on his attaining to years of maturity, 
he may be a comfort to his parents, an honour to his fa- 
mily, and an ornament to mankind. I am, with compli 
ments to the baronet, dear Madam, 
Your molt obedient humble Servant. 


— 


LETTER CCLXXIV.—To a Gentleman, on his Return 
| from a Government abroad, 
Dear Sir, 
HEN the public prints announced vour return from 
your government, I could not refrain from paying 
you my immediate reſpects upon the occaſion in this man- 
ner; though I propoſe ſhortly to do myſelf the honour of 
waiting upon you. In the mean time I cannot but antict- 
pate the pleaſure which an interview will afford me in the 
opportunity of recognizing many palt occurrences, 'e- 
counting many pleaſing ſcenes that took place in the 
early part of our lives, and attending to a recital of your 
tranſactions duripg your abſence, eſpecially as they have 
already acquired you the applauſe of your king and cout- 
try. I remain, dear Sir, 
Your's moſt ſincerely. 


L E T. 
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LETTER CCLXXV.—To a Clergyman, on his Prefermen t 
in the Church. 
Rev. Sir, 

HEN I heard of your preſentation to a valuable 
\ ReQory, I was happy to find that a genileman was 
advanced in his profeſſion who had nothing bat merit to te— 
commend him to the patronage of that claſs of mankind 
which the world calls the great; and the more ſo, as it is a 
proof that amongit great men there are ſome good men, 
Your theological tracts have gained you much credit with 
the profeſſors of religion in general; but the arguments ad- 
vanced in your Piſſertation on the Evidences of Chriſ- 
tianity, in oppoſition to the objection of infidels, have par- 
ticularly ſtamped your character as a learned and able 
divine, That you may long continue the powerful advo— 
cate of ſo venerable a cauſe, and enjoy the ſublime plea. 
ſure of an approving conſcience, and an approving God, 
iz the ſincere prayer of, reverend Sir, 

Your moſt obedient humble Servant. 


— n Gd́ — 2 — 


LETTER CCLXXVI.—To an Officer on his Preferment in 
the Army. 


Dear Sir, 
MIDST the partial diftribution of honours, and the 
too general negle& of merit which prevails in the 
be: governed ftate, it gives me inexpreſſible ſatis faction to 
fad, from the new liſt of promotions, that inſtead of being 
ſuperſeded, you are advanced to the rank of lieutenant- 
colonel, I doubt not, however, but the general officer 
under whom you acted in the laſt war ; made a point of 
repreſenting your ſervices in the hght they deſerve, and 
congratulate you on the beſtowal of that reward to which 


you are juſtly entitled. 
| Your's, &c. 


LETTER CCLXXVII.—To an Officer on his Preferment in 
the Nawy. 


Dear Sir, 
AVING, fince the concluſion of the laſt war, been 
in a great meaſure ſecluded from ſociety in an ob- 
(cure corner of the world, it muſt have afforded you equal 
aſtoniſhment and pleaſure to find y6urſelf called forth into 
actual ſervice, and appointed from the rank of poit-captain 
b to 
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to the command of a ſhip of the line. Your patron, Sir 
Jeremy Juſt, though not a placeman, living in the country 
contiguous to the manſion of Sir Gregory Graſpall, was 
ſolicited a favour, reſpecting ſome adjacent premiſes that 
belonged to him, by that aſpiring ſtateſman. As the 
favour in no degree appertained to politics, Sir Jeremy 
always wiſhed to preſerve the character of a good neigh- 
bour, complied with the requeſt of Sir Gregory, who to 
his honour was no ſooner applied to by the former to uſe 
his influence for his friend Captain Dauntleſs, than he 
went up to London, and as he is one of the board of 
admiralty, exerted himſelf ſo effectually as to obtain your 
appointment to a ſhip of the line. There are no doubt ſome 
ſparks of honour and gratitude latent in the breaſt of every 
individual, however they may be ſmothered by the preva- 
lence of the meaner paſſions; and there are particdlar 
ſeaſons and circumſtances which irreſiſtably ſtimulate ſordid 
minds to generous actions. Wiſhing you all ſacceis and 
happineſs, 1 remain, 

a Your's, &c. 


LETTER CCLXXVIII.— Jo @ Frind on the Wiſdom if 
bearing what are called the Adverſe Occurrences of Life 
with Fortitude and Reſignation. h 

Dear Sir, N 

| HE tender concern you expreſſed at the melancholy 
ſituation in which you found me on your laſt viii, 
ſurrounded by a dying ſon, an afflicted wife, and a diſ. 
tracted family, I elteem as a teſtimony of your friendſhip. 

I truſt, however, that I am not in any danger os finking 

under my grief, or ſuffering even the moſt adverſe occur- 

rence to affect me in ſuch a manner as to depreſs my pt- 


rits, or confound my underſtanding. We are told by the 


wiſeſt of men, that there is a time for ſorrow as well as for 
joy, that is, as I conceive, a time when ſorrow is more 
* conducive to the good of mankind than jo,. The bappt- 
neſs of man may be conſidered in a twofold view, that of 
which he is capable here, and that for which he may rea- 
ſonably hope hereafter, ſo that a due attention to both 
ſeems to be the higheſt degree of prudence attainable in 
this life. If pleating objects only were preſented 10 our 
minds, we might pais. our time here happily enough, [9 
. long as we could banith the thought of hereafter, but as 

| j3 
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is of all conſiderations the moſt important to provide for a 
future ſtate, 1t 1s abſolutely neceſſary that there ſhould be 
| certain Occurrences to put us in mind of it. 
The man of wiſdom, and the man of pleaſure, are both 
affected at the fight of a dead or a dying friend, yet their 
feelings are very different. The man of wiſdom conſiders 
the agonies he ſees as circumſtances attending the ſepara— 
| tion of body and ſpirit; and therefore the chief object of 
| his care is the future fate of the perſon he regards. The 
man of pleaſure is terrified at beholding the agonies, and 
] at the thought of loſing his friend, and with him the 
ſenſe of thoſe enjoyments which they were accuſtomed to 
participate in this lite, The concern of the one is rational 
| and manly, that of the other weak and childiſh. | 
The affecting objects we are daily liable to behold, in- 
cline us to ſerious thoughts it 1s true, but I could never 
| conceive that there was any thing very frightful, ghaſtly, 
or terrible, in theſe meditations. It is probable, that 
while | had not theſe objects before me I did not entertain 
ſerious thoughts ſo often as became me ; this malady, there- 


| fore, of my ſon, might have been lengthened for my ſake, 
| and if it was not, there can be no diſadvantage in my 


thinking ſo; becauſe the condition in which I ſaw him is 

certainly a proper memento, and if I make a right uſe of 

it, my preſent melancholy will be the cauſe of future 

comfort. | a | 

Occurrences apparently adverſe have a tendency to give 

us juſt conceptions of this world, as well as to open to us 
a kind of proſpect into the other. We are too apt, while 
all thHgs wund us are ſerene, to think of nothing but 
bat concerns the preſent ſtate of exiuence; but when we 
f are rouſed by afflicting vifttations, we are as it were con- 
trained to open our eyes, and to ſee the vanity of pla ing 

our joys in things of tranſient worth, which it is neither 

in our power to preſerve, or to follow. — 
f : Upon the whole we may conclude, that if it be admitted 
life would not be worth poſſeſſing without certain ſeaſons 
of joy, it muſt alſo be admitted, that the true value of 
life would never be known without certain ſeaſons of ſor- 
row. 

| doubt not but you will concur with me in theſe ſenti- 
nents, and that they will, upon all occaſions, incline you 
to a proper religaation to the divine will. 

| Jam, your's moſt ſincerely. 


L E T- 


FY DF CY ac 
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LI TER CCLXXIX.—To a Friend. Remarks on tra. 
velling. 
Pear Sir, . 
8 J have frequently laid it down as a maxim, that 
every man ſhould endeavour to promote the adyan- 
tage of his native country, it has been infinuated, that! 
am averſe to travel, or at leaſt that I think it unneceſſary, 
To exempt myſelf, therefore, from ſuch imputation, [ 
here ſend you my opinion upon that ſubje&: I am well 
convinced, that men who reflect on what they ſee, and en- 
deavour to underſtand what they hear, labour under a great 
deficiency in point of education through want of travel- 
ling. Hence I am for ſending all young men in exalted 
life abroad, provided that care be taken by thoſe who 
accompany them to put them always in rememberance that 
they are one day to return home, and that they are ſent, 
not to ſtare and be diverted merely, but to improve their 
minds. They ſhould in particular be cautioned againk 
imbibing prejudices reſpecting the cuſtoms of their own 
country, and attaching themſelves to thoſe which they ſee 
practiſed abroad. I do not pretend to ſay an Engliſhman 
ought not to conform himſelf to the manners of Itah 
while he remains there; but 1 affirm, that it is prepoſ- 
terous in him to think of retaining thoſe manners when he 
returns home; for ſurely it muſt be allowed, if it be right 
to affect the Italian in Italy, it is alſo right, on the ſame 
principle, to reſume the Engliſhman in England. The 
true uſe of travelling, according to my opinion, is not to 
enlarge the extent of an Engliſhman's education, but to 
give it a poliſh. Young gentlemen ought to have their 
principles fixed before they leave their native country, be- 
cauie an Engliſhman who does not act on Engliſh prin- 
ciples ſeems to me unworthy to breathe Engliſh air, 
We have ſuffered, and never received any benefit from 
our attachment to foreign maxims. It is certainly right 
to export our commodities ; but it 1s as certainly wrong 
to exchange our notions of government for any of the 
reigning opinions on the other ſide of the water. 
I remain, | 
Your's, &c. 


LET 
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LETTER CCLXXX.—To a Friend on the Tediouſneſs and 
Embarraſsments attending Law-Suits. 
Dear Tom, 

HEN I went up to London, you know it was with 

a deſign to compromiſe, if poſſible, a!l diſputes 

with my mother-in-law, but I am ſorry to inform you, 
J had hardly been there a week, before I was convinced 
the thing was impracticable. Her ladyſhip breathes 
nothing but vengeance, and has applied to a praQtitioner, 
deemed very expert in his profeſſion, without affecting to 
be ſcrupulouſly conſcientious. Laſt term the old lad, 
brought a bill in Chancery againſt me; ſhe has alſo pre- 
vailed on my wife's truſtees, to exhibit another bill in the 
Exchequer, Her lawyer has found out a ſecond couün 
of my wife's, and perſuaded him to diſturb me in the poſ- 
ſeſion of ſome eftates, under the title of heir at law. Thus 
you ſee, a man who has the greateſt averſion to this kind 
of conteſt immerſed over head and ears in ſuits, and, what 
is worſe, compelled to live upon bad terms with a fa- 
mily which it is his ſincere deſire to treat with the utmoit 


reſpect, Your's, &c. 

LETTER CCLXXXI.—T2 the ſame, on the feregoing 
| Subjett. 
De ir Tom, 


ROM the circumſtance I mentioned in my laſt, though 
of a very different temper from my mother-in-law, 
| have been obliged to act in my own defence, accordingly 
have ſelected an attorney and three counſel, who; upon en- 
quiry, I was aſſured were honeſt in principle, and com- 
petent to their profeſon. They fravkly tell me that 
though the old lady will prevail in nothing, ſhe may put 
me to very great expence, becauſe the whole colts will 
fall upon my wife's eſtate, To add to the melancho] 

of my fituation, my Eliza, with whom I could have been 
happy in the meaneſt ſtate, affords me muc} Uiſquiet. She 
is ſo affected by the treatment of her mother, that ſhe has 
given herſelf up to a kind of deſpondency, by which 
means, in the ſpace of a few months, I am, from one 

of the happieſt men in the world, become the moſt miſe- 
rable. By nature I am not much turned for buſineſs ; 
by education ill lefs fitted for it, and leaſt of all from 
choice. The objeds of my deſue are peace, a private 
H lite, 
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life, with the power of indulging the woman TI love, and 
converſing with the men I elieem. Judge then of my 
fituation, when I tell you, that inſtead of peruſing a fa. 
vourite author, taking the benefit of the air, and paſſing 
the morning with a few intelligent friends, my time is 
engroſſed with running from one inn of court to another, 
and hearing tedious 2 details read over to me from 
morning till night. 

Having thus fairly and honeſtly ſtated my preſent me- 
lancholy circumſtances, ſhall conclude with aſſuring you 
] remain, Your fincere Friend, 


— — — 


LETTER CCLXXXII.—Frem a Lady to her Fried . 
| Female Vanity. 
Dear Emily, 


MONGST the circumſtances that have fallen out 

in our family, ſince you have been at Bath, [ 
preſume the following will in ſome degree conduce to 
your entertainment: You are to underſtand then, that 
the Frenchwoman who you know was recommended to my 
Aunt as a proper Governeſs for her daughters, had ſcarce 
been three months in the houſe, before ſhe entered into 
the bands of wedlock with the tutor to their oldeſt brother, 
a man about fifty-five, who, through cœconomy had 
ſaved near two thouſand pounds. Upon this marriage 
there has happened the ſtrangeſt, and at the ſame time the 
pleaſanteſt, change that can be unagined, 

1 he lady is grown quite young again in her own imi- 
gination, and, what is ſtill lranger, ſhe affects the woman 
of quality, keeps a couple of maids, that ſne may call one 
of them her woman, and though before ſhe introduced 
a kind of penurious reſerve wherever ſhe came, ſhe is 
now become, though not generous, very expenſive. The 
poor huſband in the mean time is grown quite melancholy, 
from a proſpect that he ſhall certainly fall a ſacrifice to 
this woman's vanity. A few days ago I went to ſee a 
friend who lives about ten miles from us, with an inten- 
tien of paſſing a month, and (would you believe it!) 
Madam was pleaſed to make me a viſit; but to avoid 
having too much or too little patience, I thought proper 
10 be out. You fee, my dear, what trifles I write you, 
and in truth 1 am glad we have nothing but trifles to 
write. I was in great fear that my firſt epiſtle would have 

informed 


be eafily found? Or could the loſs of him be remembered 
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informed you of my Uncle's death, but as he is now per- 
fectly recovered, I have likewiſe recovered my fpirits» 
and therefore chuſe to entertain you with ſuch trivial mat- 
ters, rather than be thought deficient in that reſpectful 
friendſhip which will always ſubſiſt in the boſom of 
Your obedient ſervant, 
CLARINDA. 


—— — 


LETTER CCLXXXIII.—To a Friend, on the Folly of 
being pes viſb. 
Dear Philip, 


S 1 have ever approved your notions of friendſhip in 
general, I would wiſh to convince you that I am 
really your friend, and in a degree not common jn theſe 
days. To be plain with you, I am much diſpleaſed wich 
the concluſion of your laſt letter, becauſe I think it trivial 
and ſplenetic. You had wrought yourſelf into an opinion that 
your friends neglect you, and full of this prejudice, you 
talk of my ſleeping over a kind epiſtle from the man I molt 
eſteem. Do you imagine, Phil. that accidents will not 
happen to your acquaintance as well as to other people: 
Prythee be not peeviſh, I allow it to be an imperfection 
of the greateſt wits, but ſurely it is an imperfection eaſily 
removed. Examine your own conduct; you will find that 
you are in general courteous, communicative, and cancid, 
How then can it be poſſible that a man of ſuch a character 
ſhould be neglected by his friends? Can ſuch a companion 


without regret? Have a juſt reſpect for your own merit, 
my good Sir, and then you will never be in the vapours. 
I remain, molt ſincerely, your's, &c. 


—— 


LETTER CCLXXXIV.— On the Government of the Paſſions, 
particularly that of Anger. 

Dear Sir, 
S philoſophers admit the neceſſity of the human 
paſhons, becauſe, without them there would be no 
ground for the exerciſe of human reaſon, ſo they alſo ad- 
mit that the greateſt diſplay of ſound ſenſe of which we 
are capable, is the reducing thoſe paſſions to its dictates, 
which in moral life are the only guides to point out what 
is good, and what is evil. To recount the miſchiefs that 
have reſulted from paſſions uncontrouled by reaſon, woos 
H 2 )E 
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be an endleſs taſk; I ſhall therefore confine my preſent 
remarks to that of Anger: This fooliſh paſſion has been 
very properly defined as a ſudden blaze of pride, which, 
from a principle of ſelt-love, ſets itſelf up in oppoſition to 
reaſon. But if we reflect cooly, we muſt obſerve, that 
Anger, inſtead of promoting, counteracts its very deſign, 
becauſe it diſpoſſeſſes a man of the power of acting or ſpeak- 
ing with due propriety. 

Anger is equally miſchievous in every ſyſtem, whether 
political, religious, civil, or ſocial. In the buſinets of 
controverſy, a good cauſe is often loſt, and a ſaperior un- 
derſtanding overcome by the mere force of a cool temper, 
A very incompetent diſputant will gain ground, if he can 
work his opponent up to a rage, whereas the moſt ſhrewd 
and poweriul antagoniſts are ſuch as cannot be provoked, 
Beiides this, paſſion is highly ridiculous, becauſe it im- 
pels a man to act nonſenſe (if I may be allowed the phraſe) 
as well as to ſpeak it, and it is ſtrange that reaſon cannot 
overcome abſurdity, and eſcape the effects of it. From 
theſe obſervations, and many others that might be adduced, 
it becomes our duty and intereſt, as reaſonable beings, to 
check the firit ſallies of anger, ere it be too late, and we 
fall a prey to the dreadtul ravages it makes on the 
underſtanding. Your's, &c. 


— _— — — - —  -- 


LETTER CCLXXXV.—Oz rhe Benefits which are /cme- 
times derived from alarming Strokes of Providence. 
My dear Friend, 
Have the plcaſure to aſſure you that the ſhock of ai 
apoplexy, which 1s frequently fatal to the patient's 
pnderitanding, has, in the caſe of my Father-jn-law, had 
a quite contrary effect. He converſed with me the very 
next day after his recovery like a wiſe and good man 
reſcued from the jaws of death, or (as the poet ſays) 


« Leaving the Old, both worlds at once they view, 
« Who ſtand upon the threſhold of the New.” 


That. though health was the greateſt of temporal bleſlings, 
yet it was precarious and uncertain, for which cauſe a man 
ought to make a due uſe of it while he has it, and not rely 
on its continuance. He is at preſent ſo well recovered, 
that he declares he is not ſenſible of any injury from this 
ſevere trial. However flrange as it may appear, he has 

directed 
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directed his books to be immediately ſettled, made a new 
will, and beſides the care taken therein of ſome poor 
relations, has provided for their preſent ſubſiſtence. In a 
word, he has taken, and 1s taking, all the precautions 
poſſible to prevent being ſurpriſed by death, and ſpeaks of 
his late accident as a peculiar bleſſing from Providence, 
or, as he himſelf very ſingularly phraſes it, the moit ſenaf- 
ble mercy he ever experienced. He is as chearful, or 
rather more ſo than formerly; treats his chi!dren and ſer- 
vants with the greateſt tenderneſs and aftabiiity, and, to 
ſum up all, endeavours to ſhake off every inperfetion 
that appeared in his former courſe of life. Grave reflec- 
tions theſe, but to a friend, grave as well as gay reflec. 
ions are welcome. We are not at all times maſters of our 
tempers, but we ought always to be maliters of our'incli— 
nations, fo far as to hear, both with patience ana pleaſure, 
whatever comes from a perſon we eiteein. In this dif- 
poſition I hope al your letters will ever find him, who 
ie, and will be during life, 
Your faithful Friend, &c, 


LETTER CCLXXXVI—7o a Vriend. Deſcription of a 
finguiar Character. 


Near Sir, 
EING ſent by my Father to tranſat ſome concerns 
for him in the Welt country, I had orders to call 
upon an old acquaintance of his, who having had but lit- 
tle ſucceſs in trade, avout twenty years ago retired, but he 
is now quite immared, or rather buried himſelf in a little 
farm of his own, where he has dwelt ever ſince, without 
ſtirring ten miles from home, This gentleman, as | had 
heard, was à very pleaſant, ſociable, good natured mau. 
When I entered his houſe, he received me with civility, 
and aſced me. how my Father did, and then enquued 
whether I had brought any geg unt, 1 anſwered in the 
negative, and added, that he had, with much con- 
cern, direte4 me to enquire into the {tate of his health, 
whereupon he inſiſted upon my paſſing the evening, and 
taking a bed with him, We twpped on à cold fowl, good 
butter, and excellent cheeſe, but without ſeeiag any 
creature but himſelf. In the morning ! roſe early, eat a 
cruſt of bread, , drank a glaſs of cordial, and took my leave, 
The fingularity of this man's diſpoſition afforded me 
much entertainment, when I aſked him how he diverted 
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himſelf in the country? I take no diverſion at all, nor do 
I labour, for I change my work when [ begin to be weary, 
and in variety of employments | find reſt, I then aſked 
what news there was? Þ II tell you, fir, ſaid he, ſmiling, 
the laſt news | read, which was many years ago, that our 
people of England here were going to loggerheads with the 
Americans, and from that time to this, I know nothing 
of domeſtic or foreign affairs. But ſure, continued J, 
you read ſome books? Yes, replied he, Iam a pretty good 
fcholar; I have read the Bible, and Raymond's Hiſtory 
of England, Bankes's D e Cooke's Neweſt Duty 
of Man, Maynard's Joſephus, Barlow's Hiſtory of Eu- 
rope, Fall's Encyclopædia, and other valuable works, over 
many times, which compoſe my library. He ſhowed me 
his garden in very good order, though drefied by no other 
bands than his own. The apartment in which I flept, 
was neat, and every thing in it, though plain, perſecly 
in order. When he retired to his chamber, I heard him 
pray very devoutly, and in a low voice, commend himſelf 
to the protection of Heaven. Upon the whole [ preſume 
you will allow the character of my Father's old acquain- 
tance, though ſingular in many inſtances, to be laudable, 
and worthy of 1mitation, and am fincerely 
Your's, &c, 


— 


LETTER CCLXXXVII.—To a Friend in a perplexed 

State through the Caprice of a Mother-in-laaw. 

Dear Sir, 

HE letter you wrote your friend Mr. Stedſaſt, he tranſ- 
mitted to me, with a very kind one of his own, and [ 
dare aſſure you that we equally ſymphathiſe with you in the 
afttiction of which you complain. Your mother-in-law, 
Lady Whimſy, muſt be a woman of a very ſingalar temper, 
to 1efolve on making the man unhappy on Sh the hap- 
pineſs of her daughter depends. Yet female caprice is no 
miracle, and if companions in diſtreſs could render the effects 
of it eaſy to you, I could inform you of many who owe their 
uneaſineſs to a like cauſe, There is certainly a weakneſs in 
women, eſpecially when they are in years, which too 
often inclinesthem to fancy they are treated with contempt, 
and that is a thing they never forgive. In your caſe, the 
marriage of Lady Whimſey's daughter, without her con- 
ſent, was an indubitable proof of it; nor can 12. 
miſhon 
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miſſion you can make, weaken the ſtrength of this evidence. 
In my judgement, therefore, all attempts to pacify the old 
lady are vain, and you muſt content yourſelf with de- 
monſtrating in a legal manner, that ſhe has it not in her 
power to do you 1njury in point of 2 Perhaps 
this may bring her to herſelf, for it ſometimes happens, 
that miſchievous diſpoſitions conceive a fear for thoſe 
whom they find it impoſſible to 1njure. But perhaps yon 
will ſay, the evils you moſt fear will be brought about 
before this can be effected; to which I can only reply, 
that patience is the ſole remedy for all inevitable misfor- 
tunes. Prudence, which protects us from leſſer ills, points 
out this cure for thoſe it cannot prevent. That you may 
adopt the moſt effectual means of obviating your preſent 
troubles, is the incere wiſh and deſire of 
Your's, to command, &e. 


LETTER CCLXXXVIII.—From a Lady to ber Friend, 
on the Prudence of Wives conforming themſelyes to the Con- 
ditions of their Huſbands. 

Dear Madam, 
Am extremely happy to inform you that my coufin 
Emily has exchanged two or three viſits with me ſince 
her marriage, and proves a much better wife than I ex- 
pected while ſhe was fingle ; ſhe had much pride, but ſhe 
has now entirely laid it aſide. Indeed, throughout her 

condutt, ſhe manifeſts the greateſt prudence in 8 

herſelf to the ſtate and condition of her huſband, a tradei- 

man of eminence. Contrary to the prevailing maxims 

of the day, ſhe gives it as her opinion, that the wife of a 

citizen ſhould not aſſume the airs of a woman of quality, 

let her fortune be what it will; nor ſhould the mode of St. 

James's prevail in the environs of the Exchange. I con- 

feſs I was almoſt ready to laugh at the wonderful refor- 

mation ; though 1 turned grave when ſhe ſhowed me her 
plate and china. Without exceeding the bounds of truth, 

I may ſay that a Counteſs might be well content with ſuch 

a collection. Upon the whole, the huſband feems exceed- 

ing kind, and Emily ſeems to entertain a proper ſenſe of it, 

but of this you will judge better, when, at her requeit, you 
accompany me on a viſit. 


Your's, &c, 


H 4 L I 


— > 


116 FAMILIAR, USEFUL, INSTRUCTIVE, 
LETTER CCLXXXIX.—From a Man of Fortune to his 
EF riend, purforting ſeveral laudable Reſolutions reſpecting 
his Tenants in the Country. 
Dear Sir, 


S the ſummer ſeaſon advances, and T have now no 
buſineſs which requires my continuance in town, [ 
ſhall retire into the country, where if nothing extraordi- 
n:ry happens, I intend to pals three or four months. Dur- 
ing that time, as I wiſh to be active, I propoſe viſiting 
every foot of land I phſſeſs, and converſing with each of 


my tenants. If they have any grievances, I will redreſs 


them; if they make any reaſonable requeſts, I will com- 
ply with them, and if ] can either think or hear of 
any thing for their advantage, I will do all within my 
power to procureit, 1 do not give you this as my cha- 
racter, but as the character I am anxious to deſerve. We 
are, my friend, to do good, und doing this to others, we 
do it moit effectually to ouricives, A conſiderable eſtate 
13 a depoſit left in our hands by Providence, of wich 
we are one day to give a ilri& account, 
But when I talk of being never idle, Ido not mean that 
T ſh:ll never unbend or divert myſelf, on the contrary, 1 
propoſe to make {ome alterations in that article too, and 
when my ſcheme is ſo perfect as to be worthy your peruſal, 
it ſhall be tranſmitted for your approbation or amendment, 
If { have been guilty of egotiſm, I have the conſolation to 
know I have written to a friend, who, with all the judge- 
ment, has none of the malice of a critic, and who will 
pardon any thing in one who has the honuur to be, with 
great truth, His obliged and 
Obedient humble ſervant, 


LETTER CCXC.—4from a Merchant in London 79 bis 
Friend at Leghorn. 
Dear Sir, | | 

T is nov near five months ſince received your letter, 

by Captain Burton, and you then ſeemed to be much 

in love with Italy, I muſt, however, deſire you not to 
become an inſtance of being ſo far captivated with that 
bewitching place, as to forget your friends in London. It 
is true we northern clowns have leſs ſpeculative knows 
ledge than you Italian Virtuoh, but then let me tell you, 
Evglih ſincerity is a ſolid virtue, and will weigh down - 
ya! 


AND ENTER TAINING LETTERS. 179 


raſt number of polite accompliſhments. I have been bred 
2 merchant from the ſame age that you were bred a ſcho- 
lar, and yet 1 received a letter from a friend like you, with 
more pleafure than my correſpondent's advice of the ſafe 
arrival of a ſhip, when the inſurance is high. Of one 
thing 1 am contivent, which is this, that | ha e let fp no 


opportunity of plaguing you, nor wil I, tili y -1ve | 
the good nature-to plcate me by Writing an an. be- | 
cauſe I remain, Your's, - & 
IE ot Ge eee 2 eee e 3 | 
LETTER CCXCl.—To a Laay, cong ra. ulatmin, 4 er 


Marriage. 
Dear Madam. 

"HOUGH. from your laſt, T had reaſon to tuink you 
approached the indiſſoluhle bond, i cguld no ape 
tehend the change would have been ſo ſudden. I pleaſed 
myſelf with the profſnet of being your con panion and 
confidant in tac delightful taſk of chooſing * ulks, laces, 
and ribbons ;5 and imagined that my being conſulted on 
affairs of ſuch importance, by ſo tne a vuung lady, would 
have made me appear in a more fa urable igt to my 
liter Charlotte's companions, than I could ex, ect from 
my being a girl juſt come from ſchool — but you have diſ- 

concerted all my ſchemes. 

However, as I have not the ſmalleſt doubt of your 
happineſs, I fincerely.rejuice at tne event. May it be long 
and uninterrupted, and may every thing conſpire to render 
it more and more complete! My papa gives Mr, Frankly 
juit ſuch a character as I with the man may deſerve þ 
who ſhall make a wife of my fitter Charlotte; and why þ 

may I not add, ſince it is to my dear Mrs. Frankly, | 
who ſhall make a wife of my Giter's filter, your own 
Sophy ? 

Long, dear madam, may Mr. Frankly live, deſerv- 
ing of ſo fair a character, deſerving of ſo amiable a 
bride! And to conclude, in one word, long may you 
both live the happieſt pair in England! | 


— 
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With compliments to Mr. Frankly, I remain, 


Dear Madam, your's, &c, 


H 3 L. XT. 
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LETTER CCXCII.— Z. a Lady, inviting her into the 
Country. 
My dear Julia, 
Do not know whether I flattered myſelf the other day 
when I thought you ſpoke to me with an air of un. 
common friendſhip. You ſeemed to ſpeak with great 
concern of our parting for the ſummer. But for heaven's 


fake, my dear, what ſhould one do all the dull ſeaſon in 


London;? Vauxhall is well enough for once or twice, and 
Rinelagh half a dozen times in the ſeaſon. What is it then 
my dear Julia can find to entertain her in an empty town 
for five long months together ? 

I have an intereſt, my dear, in perſuading you out of 
conceit with ſo diſagreeable a place, for I want of all 
things that you ſhould ſpend the ſummer months with us 
at Melville-Park. We go on Monday. Will you go 
with us? Pray do—there ie a corner in the coach. Or will 
you come when we are ſettled? J am ſure that it will 
make you happy, and that nothing can make us more ſo 
than yuur company. 

You have not ſeen our new houſe, but it is a mighty 
pieaſant one. There are fine proſpects from the park, and 
a beautiful ſtreamlet runs through the garden; nor are we 
quite out of the way of entertainment. There is a deal of 
7 round, and we have an aſſembly within a mile 

us. - 

What can I ſay more? Surely nothing but that your 
Sophy's happineſs is at fiake, and that whenever you are 
tired, ſhe will not teaſe you to ſtay a day longer. Come 
then, dear Julia, and oblige your affectionate 
SoPHia MELVILLE. 


7 — — tin 


WED LETTER CCXCIII.— The Anſwer. 
Dear Sophy, 
Never received more pleaſure from a letter in my life 
than from your. laſt, You know I have not been in 
Jove yet ; and certainly a billet-doux is the only thing 
which could pleaſe a girl of my years better than ſuch a 
teſtimony of friendſhip fiom one who is an honour to all 
who have the happineſs of her acquaintance. 
Whatever I may have expreſſed, my dear, about my 


— 


ußpeaſinefs of your leaving London, was truly from my 
hearty for !] am never fo happy as when in your company. 


1 am 


«a . 
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I am greatly obliged to you for your kind invitation, but 
I cannot think of parting ſo long with dear London. I 
am of opinion with lady Betty Gaylove on this occaſion, 
«© That London, in winter, is the beſt place in the world; 
„ and London, in ſummer, is better than any where elſe.” 
Do not ſuppoſe, Sophy, that I ſay this by way of apo- 
logy to decline your invitation : for I am determined to 
50 if it were from no other motive but to convince you 
ow ſickening the country is, and that it is not the com- 
pany but the place [I ſhall run away from, I agree with you, 
that Vauxhall is infipid, and Ranelagh tirefome, but will 
you agree with me that the proſpects in your park, and the 
garden, and the beautiful ſtreamlet, will become, in a 
week's time, equally infipid, equally tireſome ?—I fear not. 
You tell me you love me, Sophy, and I know you will 
excuſe the girliſh giddineſs of your friend; for, honeſtly, 
I never heard that I had another fault. Adi-u, my dear! 
Promiſe me that you will not take it amiſs when I run 
away, and I am happy to attend you, at a minute's notice, 
to Melville-Park, 
Your affectionate, &c. 


LETTER CCxCIV. Fron a young Woman, lately come 


to London for a Place, to her Mother in the Country, giving © 


@n Account of her Situation. > 


Honoured Mother, - 
A it was ſomewhat againſt your inclina- 
tion that I came to London to put myſelf to ſer- 
vice, I believe you will not be ſorry I did ſo, when you 
know how happy it has made me. I was always uneaſy 
to live upon your labour, for what we could do in the 
country was not enough to provide ourſelves ; and though 


you was fo kind to us, it was very hard upon you. I am 


now truſting to the work of my own hands, and, I thank 
God, I live very comfortably. | 

It is not a great family I live in, but they are ſober, 
induſtrious people; and I do not know whether I am not 
better off than if I was in a higher place, where ſervants 
are often treated as if they were not human creatures as 
well as their maſters and miſtreſſes. We have every thing: 
m plenty, and keep good hours, and there are no bad do- 


ings of any ſort ſuffered in the family. On Sundays we all 


20 to church in the afternoon; and when I once aſked for a 
H 6 boliday 


- 
, 
* 
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holiday to'go and ſee my aunt, they did not deny me, My 
aunt is in good health, and ſends her love to you, and 
iter Sally. 

do not fee but what we ſervants live as well as our wif. 
trelles, and we have none of tkeir cares to vex us; ſo | 
thirk we ought to be thankful for the fituation in which 
Providence has placed us. As for my part | love my maſ- 
ter and miſtreſs better than Ido any body in the world, ex- 
cept you and Sally; and I do not defire to change my 

place ſo long as I hve, if they continue pleaſed with me; 
and 1 ſhall always ſtrive to give them ſatisfaction. 

Honoured Mother, I with you would read this to fiſter 

Sal, and tell her from me, it is better to come to London, 
and live as I do, than to continue in the country to be a 
ſlave for nothing, and a burthen upon you into the bar- 
gain. If ſhe thinks well of it, I will take care to get her 
a goqd place before ſhe comes; and I am ſure, if ſhe be- 
haves as ſhe ought to do, ſhe will always find friends in 
my maker and miſtreſs. | 

I am, honoured Mother, 
Your dutiful and affettionate daughter. 


— — — ͥ́ͤ O_o 


—U— — — — — — — — — — — 


LETIER CCACV.—From another youns Woman ale 
had lately c. me to Town for a Place, to her Mother in the 
Country. 

Dear Mother, 

5 Have heen at Mr. Edwards's, a fortnight this very da); 

1 and, I thank God, begin to find myſelf ſomewhat 

tl 

' 


eaſter than what 1 have hitherto been. But indeed I have 
ſuſtered a deal ſince I parted from you and all my dear 
| friends. At our firfl coming hither, I thought every thing 
j looked ſo ſtrange about me: and when my brother gat 


y upon his horſe, and rode from the door, I thought every 
br thing looked ſtrauger and {ranger ; ſo l got up to the win- 
F dow, and looked after barn 'till he was quite out of fight; 
i aid then | {at down ard cried, Many a time have Il cried 


— 
” 


hr.cc, but ] 2H my beit to dry up my tears, and to appear 
a Chzarful as l can, | 

| ſhall never forget, deareſt mother, your advice to 
me at parting. I think. of it every day, aye, every hour 
oi the day, But yet | think it wonld be better to have it 
| in Writing; that would be what T would value above all 
bd tings; but 1 ain amade to ais for what would give you iQ 
much 
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much trouble. 30, with my duty to you and my honoured 
father, and love to all friends, I remain, 
Your affectionate daughter, 


LETTER CC CVI. From the Mother to her Daughter, 
in Anſwere 

My dear Child, | 

Jod muſt not be diſcouraged at things appearing 
Y {range and diſagteeable to you now. *Tis always 
% in a htuation like your's at firſt. I had my ſhare of it, 
but icon learnt to bear all with chearfulneſs, and hope you 
will endeavour to follow my advice in this, as you uſed 
to ſay you loved to do in every thing. You mult conſi— 
der, that we never ſhould have parted with you, had it 
not been for your good; and that if you continue vir- 
tuous and obliging, the whole family you are with will 
love and eſteem you, Keep yourſelf as much employed as 
you can, which is the beſt way of wearing off any thing 
that may diſturb you. Do all the buſineſs of your place, 
and be always ready to aſſiſt your fellow-ſervants when 
you can, This will fill up your time, and greatly con- 
tribute to endear you to them. I need not caution you 
againſt ſpeaking ill of other people, for I know you was 
never addicted to this vice, But if you ſhould at any 
time, hear a bad ſtory of any body, try to ſoften it all 
you can. 

From the good character J hear of the family you are 
with, I am in great hopes you will be daily more and 
more happy with them; but I ſhould be glad to fee it 
confirmed by your next, and the more particular you are 
the better, You did not mention any thing about your 
heaith in your laſt ; but I had the pleaſure of hearing you 
was well, by *Squire Harcou:t's man, who told us he called 
upon you as he left London, and that you looked as treth 
as a roſe, and as bonny as a blackbird, You know ho- 
mas's way of talking, — However, I was glad to hcar you 
were well; and defire you may not forget to mention 
your health in your next. Your facher detires his bleſing, 
your brothers their love, and all friends their kind com- 
pliments to you, Heaven bleſs you, my dear child! and 
continue you a comfort to us all, and particularly to 


Your loving Mother, 


L E T- 
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LETTER CCXCVII.— From a Lady to her Coufin, en 


Peewviſhneſs of Temper. 

Dear Madam, aaa ye 

| Dare ſay you are ſenſible that love and reſpe& you high. * 

ly. You have had ſome proofs of it, and when opportu- = 

nity offers, I ſhall not be backward to ſhew you more. Ire. 1 

peat this merely that you may be prepared to conſider 3 

what [| am going to tell you as you ought; for, not to | 

mention the affection of a friend and a relation, I think d 
I have ſome right to give you my advice, both from | 6 


my years, and from the readineſs I have ever ſhewn to 
ſerve you. 

I thought J had ſettled you as happily as woman could 
wiſh to be ſettled, when I had married you to a young 
man of Mr. Clifford's merit and induſtry, and had put him 
in a way of employing his talents to advantage, by ſet- 
ting him forward in a gentecl manner. Pray undeiſtand 
me rightly: though | eſteem Mr. Clifford much, yet 
all this was done for your ſake, not for his; it is you 
who are my relation, and what I have done was to make 
1 you happy. Except yourſelf, Mrs. Clifford, I know not 
1 the woman who would be otherwiſe in your ſituation; 

dat the peeviſhncſs of your diſpoſition, I am ſorry to 
F ſay it, threatens you with a life of miſery, unleſs you 
27 timely correct it, 

Lou cannot have forgot your behaviour laſt night, and 
; | the uneaſineſs it gave the whole company: let me beg, 
1 therefore, you will conſider if there was any real canſe 
| for it. Mr. Clifford acted like a man cf underſtanding 
#*i and good-nature, in concealing your frailty, as much as. 
be could, from his viſitors, and in ſeeming to overlook 
1 it himſelf; but believe me he feels it, and what he feels 
f he will remember. 
Wo People, my dear couſin, who are uneaſy in themſelves, 
75 are ſure to make all around them ſo : and I am ſure you 
4 are not only unhappy now, but, unleſs you govern your 
1 temper, will be daily more and mere ſo. To chide ſer- 
voants before any company is unbecoming, but before ſuch 
a company as you had the honour to entertain laſt night, 
the groſſeſt inſult that can be offered; and nothing could 
ive either his friends or your's ſo much diſquiet as to ob- 
1855 you return the good humour with which he attempted 
to carry that off, with ſharpneſs to himſelf, _ 
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Do not take it ill, my dear, that I ſpeak ſo freely to 
you. You have but this fault that I know of, and 1 
could with you to correct it ere it be too late. Without 
either father or mother, I know no perſon who has ſo 
much right to eounſel you as myſelf. People are often as 
completely ruined by their follies as by their vices; and 
| aſſure you | think you in the greateſt danger. But I have 
done. To a woman of your underſtanding, it is enough 

to point out an error. You have ſenſe enough to kn w. 
what is right; and that you may be enabled to exert it 
1s the earneſt wiſh of, 


Dear Madam, your affectionate Couſin, 


Neareſt Madam. 
ITH great ſurpriſe, as well as ſorrow, I have read 
your friendly letter ; and am too well convinced 
of your fincere wiſhes for my happineſs to doubt the truth 
ef your remarks. 

But is it really poſſible I ſhould be fo highly to blame 
as you ſay I am, yet be ſo inſenſible of it myſelf ? —How- 
ever, I will take your word; and I promiſe you to be on my 
utmoſt guard to . gs you no farther room to complain of 
my conduct, and not to endanger the happineſs I enjoy 
with the beſt of huſbands. 

I always thought myſelf happy in the favour of all my 
friends, and of you above all : and ſhall I do any thing to 
forfeit that favour ?—God forbid! I know that you will 
be equally overjoyed at my amendment as you was forry for 
my fault; and Mr. Clifford and I both beg you will favour 
us with a viſit very ſoon, that you may ſee the happy al- 
teration you have worked upon me. I communicated the 
purport of your letter to him, though! did got dare to 
read it. It was not that I doubted my guilt, but I did it 
as a firſt penance for my offence. 

He told me, he had often been vexed about me, but 
knew not how to mention it, Oh! madam, had you ſeen 
the delicacy with which he expreſfled this; the readineſs 
that appeared in his face to forgive, and the pain at think- 
ing I ſhould be uneaſy to be told of it ; you would be con- 
vinced that it is impoſſible for me to offend ſo much 


goodneſs, and that all admonitions wall for the future be 
unneceſlary. | | 


— 


— 


Mr. 
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Mr. Clifford has as ſtrong a ſenſe of his obligations t» 
you as I have. You have given us an opportunity of being 
one of the happieſt couples upon earth; and God forbid 1 
ſhould ever be the occation of our forteiting it. 

I have troubled you with a long letter, My heart was 
full, and I could not ſurpreſs the effuſions of my gratitude 
and love. | 

You are too generous, dear madam, not to forget fzults 
that are paſt, and not to believe that in this and every 
other inſtance of my conduct, you may always depend on 
an implicit obedience from 

Your grateful and affectionate Couſin, 


LETTER CCXCIN.—£'rom a young Lady to a Gentleman 
whom her Parents had compelled to receive as a Suitor. 
S IR, 

T 1s a poor return which J make to your aſſiduities, 
1 when I acknowiedge that, though the day of our mar- 
riage is fixed, I am {till incapable of loving you. You 
may have obſerved, in the long converſations we have fre- 
123 had together, that ſome ſecret hung upon my mind. 

darſt not reveal my ſentiments, becauſe I knew that 


my mother, from an adjoining cloſet, both heard and ſaw 


every thing that paſſed between us. Her commands, as 
well as thoſe of my father, to receive you for a huſband, 
are abſolute ; and ualeſs you have the generoſity to defiſt, 
I am undone for ever, 


Conſider, Sir, the miſery of beſtowing yourfelf upon 


one who Can have no proſpect of happineſs but from your 


death. Ihis is a confefion made with perhaps an oben- 
five ſincerity ; bat that conduct is greatly to be preferred 
to a concealed diilike, which could not but embitter all the 
ſweets of lite, by impouing on you a companion who has 
been long tenderly engaged to auother. I will not go ſo 
far as to ſay that my paſſion for that gentleman, whoſe 
wite I am by promiſe, violent as it is, ſhould ever lead 
me into the commiſſion of any thing injurious to your ho- 
nour. I know it would be ſutficicatly dreadful, to a man 
of your delffacy, to receive mere civilities in return for 
the tendereſt endearments, and cold eſteem for undelcrved 


love, For heaven's ſake then forbear, Let paſſion gie 


way to reaſon, and 1 doubt nut but that fate has in tore 


tor you lone Morthier object, in recompence for your 


. gener on 
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generoſity to perhaps the only woman who could b lin- 
ſenſible of your merit. 
Iam, Sir, your moſt humble Servant. 


LETTER CCC.—From a young Lady to her Father, "who 
had. promiſed ber in Marriage to 4 Gentleman whom: je 
could not love. 

Honoured Sir, 
ILL now I never imagined it could de a painful 
taſk for me to anſwer any letter that came from 
my dear papa. But your's of laſt Monday diſtreſſes 
me to ſuch a degree that I know not how to ſend an anſwer, 
con ſiſtent with the duty I owe, and the affection I bear to 
the beſt of parents, without r-linquiſhing my ſincerity, 
and ſacrificing my peace and happineſs for life. 
Ah! dear fir, refle&—let me conjizre you to reflect, on 
the intrinfic worth and uſe of riches, Can riches pure 
chaſe health ?—can they purchaſe peace ?—can they pur- 
chaſe happineſs ?—No.,—Then ſuffer me not, dear fir, 

10 forfeit all theſe for a ſplendid ſettlement with a man 

whom 1 can never love, and who, but for his wealth, would 

have been the laſt man in England you would have thought 
of for a huſband to your Polly, 

Theſe are truths which | am afraid will be difagrecable 
to you, and it is with pain | write them; but, my dear 
papa, what pain would it gize you to ſee your only 
daughter miſerable, without a proſpe& of an end! What 
would horten my days would, [ know, put a period to your's. 
The ſenſe of that affection, and of my own love and gra- 
titude to you, the moſt indulgent of parents, will make 
me ſubmit to any thing. Diſpoſe of me as you pleaſe; 
but that you may be convinced of the fatal conſequences, 
before the indifſoluble knot is tied, is the prayer upon 
her knees of, deareſt Sir, 


eee 


Your dutiful Daughter. 


LETTER CCCI.—From the Wife of an Officer to her Hu/- 
band abroad, a few Days before her Death. 
My Dear, 
HE indiſpoſition which I have laboured under for 
ſome months paſt has increaſed upon me with fatal 
rapidity, and my phyſicians have informed me this morn- 
ing that I cannot live another week. 
| _ Even 
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Even now my ſpirits fail me ; and it is the ardent love 
I bear you which carries me beyond my ſtrength, and 
enaples me to tell you, the moſt painful circumitance in 
the proſpect of death is, that I muſt part with you. But 
even in this there is a comfort to you as well as to me, 
that I have no guilt to hang upon my mind, no unre- 
pented folly to retard me; that I paſs my laſt hours in 
reflections upon the happineſs we have enjoyed together, 
and in ſorrow that it is ſo ſoon to have a period. This 
is a frailty which, I hope, is ſo far from being criminal, 
that I cannot help thinking there is a kind of piety in be- 
ing ſo unwilling to be ſeparated from a ſtate which is the 
inſtitution of heaven, and in which we have lived accord- 
ing to its laws. As we know no more of the next life but 
that it will be happy to the good, and miſerable to the 
wicked, why may we not pleaſe ourſelves, at leaſt to al. 
leviate the difficulty of refigning this being, in imagining 
that we ſhall have a ſenſe of what paſtes below, and may 


poſſibly be employed in guiding the ſteps of thoſe with 


whom we walked with innocence when mortal; 
Such, my dear, are the thoughts with which I revive 
my languid heart: but reduced as I now am, I feel my. 
ſelf unable to ſupport the agoniſing idea of the grief yon 
fuffer at the news of my departure. My (trength forſakes 
me. Farewell! thou beſt of huſbands, My laſt breath, 
will, if J am myſelf, expire in a prayer for you. The pen 
drops from my fingers. I ſhall never ſee thy face again. 
Farewell ! for ever. | 
FipeL1a Halt. 


— 


LETTER CCCII.— Frs a Lady to ber Friend on hearing 
of ber Ilireſi. 
Dear EML x, 


FTER the many ardent profeſſions which I have 
A made to you of my fincere regard, I muſt have 
been an unpardonable diſſembler did I not feel myſelf 
very ſenſibly affected at the intelligence of your ſevere in- 
diſpoſition. 

We receive life, my dear, on the condition of pain and 
fickneſs; and we ought by no means to repine at feeling 
ourſelves what we know human nature is hourly liable to. 
You have hitherto been in poſſeſſion of every worldly ad- 


vantage; and this attack upon it is no doubt the harder " 
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be borne, as it is the firſt, But diſagreeable as your fitu- 
ation appears, when compared with what it was, compare 
it with that of many around you, fome of whom per- 
haps hardly ever enjoyed a day of health in their lives, 
and you will find more cauſe of thankfulneſs than of 
diſcontent, 

At this moment, my dear, there are in London alone, 
numbers livgering in the agonies of death; numbers left 
by their phyſicians to expect that ſtroke which they have 
in vain endeavoured to ward off; numbers in an uncertainty 
ſtill more dreadful, and numbers, though exempted from 
all theſe, ſuffering as much as you do, and doomed to 
ſuffer it for life. 

Would you form a proper judgment of your own condi- 
tion, view the condition of theſe: This, my dear girl, 
is no fallacious argument: all our enjoy ments we mea- 
ſure by compariſon, and it was intended we ſhould do ſo. 
Let the ſenſe of your being in no danger of death, and the 
alurance of your phyſicians that the diſorder will not be 
of continuance, give you ſpirits; and let me have the 
happineſs to ſze you chearful when 1 come to town next 


week, and to hear that it is in ſome meaſure owing to 


the ſe:10us counſel of | 
Your ſincere Friend. 


22 — 


—_ 


LETTE CCCIII.—Trem a 'Lady to her Niece, on the 
deftruttive Nie of Beauty-Waſhes, Tc. 
My dear Harriet, 


A our phyſicians, after attentively examining the 
different noſtrums daily obtruded on the world as 
helps to female beauty, have pronounced that there is not 
one which, from the quality of its ingredients, 1s either 
ſafe or effectual, Alas! you have not yet heard of the 
hapleſs fate of the beautiful Clarinda. Adorned by na- 
ture with every charm which could accompliſh the faireſt 
of women, her inſatiable ſoul ſill panted for farther ad- 


miration. She had recourſe to art. Her face, her neck, 


her breaſts, which rivalled celeſtial beauty, were daily 
anointed with the Stygian application. The neceſſary ex- 
halations of the vital fluid were detained; and, in all the 
triumph of beauty ſhe ſell, no longer ago than yeſterday, 
a vim to the ambition of falſe allurement. 


Learn 
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Learn hence, my dear, if you value the true happineſs 
of your life, to abandon a practice ſo injurious to your 
conſtitution Though the lilies and roſes combine in your 
cheek, will they flouriſh if the canker has ſeized them? 
Behold the artleſs nymph of the valley: no paint ever 
touched her face, and yet Clarinda, in all the pomp of 
colouring, was not to be compared with her. It is health 
which gives fragrance to her lips, bloom to her counte- 
nance, and luſtre to her eyes. 

But could this treacherous art even be practiſed with 
impunity, what pleaſure can it yield? Can it inſpire that 
conſcious ſelf. applauſe which reſults from the poſſeſſion of 
native charms? Can it elude the keen, penetrating gaze 
of a lover? Yes, it may elude. But ſhort will be the tui 
umph of impoſture: and then, love, beauty, happinelz, 
adieu! 

Whenever, therefore, the bloom of youth ſhall leave 

ou, attempt not to renew it by methods fo ruinous and 
inadequate ;z and ſhould diſeaſe impair your complexion, 
endeavour to extirpate the cauſe, and returning bloom will 
again light up your charms in the inimitable painting of 
nature, 1 am at all times, my dear Ha riet, 
| Your affectionate Aunt, 
| AMELIA I OMKINS, 

P. S. In my next I ſhall give you a Beauty-walh of a 
different kind, which the experience of many years autho- 
riſes me to pronounce both innocent and infallible, 


— — 
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LETTER CCCIV:—£rom the Same to the Same, with Di- 
rectious to make a Coſmetic, avbich was never known 16 fails 
1 Have taken the earlieſt opportunity to ſend you the te- 
ceipt I promiſed in my laſt, which as you ſeem {© 
anxioss to improvethoſe charms which heaven has beftowed 
upon you, cannot fail to have the deſired effect. You mui 
not be offended at the-plainneſs of my expreſſions, It pro- 
ceeds entirely from the love I bear you, Belides, my 
dear, I am old, you are young. I have ſeen much of the 
world, you hardly any, 

Early in the morning then you moſt uſe a certain quan- 
tity of fair water as a preparative ; after which all ſudden 
guſts of paſſion, particularly envy, which gives the ſkin a 
{allow paleneſs; muſt be carefully avoided, It may ſeem 
ſuperfluous, if not impertinent, to talk of temperance io 
; | you, 
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you, yet this muſt be attended to, in eating as well as 
drinking, if you wonld ſhun thoſe pimples, for which the 
adyertiſed waſhes boaſt ſuch extraordinary cures. Inſtead 
of rouge, uſe moderate exerciſe, which will enliven your 
cheeks with a bloom not to be imitated by art. Ingenuous 
candour, and unaffected good humour, will give an open- 
neſs to your countenance, which will make you univer- 
fally agreeable. A defire of pleaſing will give fire to your 
eyes, and the morning breeze at ſun-riſe, the hue of ver- 
milion to your lips. That amiable vivacity, which you 
now poſſeſs, may be happily heightened and preſerved, 
if you avoid late hours and the card-table, and by no other 
mean? whatever. | 

Indulge me in a few words more, my dear, and I have 
done. Preſerve an unaffected neatneſs in your apparel. 
Your fortune will permit you to drets elegantly ; but your 
good ſenſe ſhould always prevent you from deſcending to 
gaudineſs, which may ſtrike the eyes of the ignorant, 
but fails not to diſguſt every perſon of true taſte and diſ- 
cernment. You indeed poſſeſs more than you ſeem con- 
ſcious of, which is no {mall addition to your merit; and 
to induce you to 1mprove theſe on ſolid principles was the 
motive of this and the former letter from, my dear Harriet, 

Your affectionate Aunt. 
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LETTER CCCV.— From a Lady to her Friend, acquaint» 
ing her of a vijier's Death, 

My dear Lady Berry, 

Had ſcarcely ſtepped into the carriage to follow my 

ſrter to Margate, whither ſhe ſet off about a week 
ago, when a letter from my aunt, Lady Crumpton, in- 
ſerming me of her death laſt Friday, was put into my hand. 

lt is even ſo, Lady Betty! Our dear Almeria is gone. 
Blooming as we ſaw her fo lately, ſhe is now reduced to 
a lump of unanimated clay. To eternity are cloſed thoſe 
ſparkling eyes; huſhed is that voice which commanded 
attention from every hearer, and that frame. which art was 
ranſacked to adorn, has now no other covering than an 
humble ſhrowd, and, ere to-morrow's ſun, will be confined 
in the narrow compaſs of a tomb. 

Ah! my dear Lady Betty, for to you I can breathe 
my ſorrows, tell me what is life? What all the. giddy 
pride of youth, of birth, of opulence? What the vain 

adoraton 


199 FAMILIAR, USEPUL, INSTRUCTIVE, 


adoration of a flattering world? Delufive pleaſures, fleeting L 
nothings, beneath the attention of a rational being ! 

Alas! my dear, in what diſſipatien have I hitherto 
lived! ſuch, that I dare ſay you will be aſtoniſhed at this 
ſudden change of ſentiment, and hardly believe it is your ] 
friend who writes to you. But, thank Heaven! I amat ni 
length rouſed from my dream; my ſiſter's fate has rouſed Ml th 
me, pointed out to me the ends for which I was formed, WW ac 
and taught me to reflect that there is no time to. be loſt for 
their accompliſhment. be 

If in an hour, a minute, I may be as my dear Almeria IM ye 
is, it is awful to conſider how unprepared J have hitherto y 
been to make my appearance at the grand tribunal, Death ar 
I knew was the unavoidable portion of humanity, yet l in 
never took the ſmalleſt precaution to arm myſelf againk MW in 
the terrors of it. 01 

I ſeldom went a journey, even of a few miles, without 
an attentive proviſion of every thing neceſſary, and have D. 
J neglected every proviſion for that long, that laſt journey, N ple 
which before I have finiſhed this letter, I may be called up- of 
on to undertake ? de 

Reaſon, juſt kindled, ſhudders at the recollection of I fe 
that endleſs train of follies, of which J have been guilty. MW co 
Well might poor Almeria feel all their force: vain, | 
gay, unthinking as myſelf, I tremble at the bare ima- W Pa 

ination of thoſe ideas which her laſt moments muit have I for 
inſpired. the 
Whether it was the ſuddenneſs of her fate, or a letter Mis 
ſhe wrote to me not two hours before her death, which Mihr 
has worked this ſudden change upon me, I know not; Wy 
but this I know, that I can never ſufficiently acknowledge ¶ har 
the goodneſs of that divine power, without whoſe aflifiance Noth 
it could not have been effected. my 

I am ſenſible, dear madam, that your concern for my ] 
ſiſter will be greatly alleviated by finding me at length a af 

} rational being. Incloſed you have my ſiſter's letter, from in 
1 which you may judge of the ſentiments with which ſhe Nwas 
expired. Heaven has, I hope, accepted her contrition, Wylie! 
and will enable me, as ſhe deſires, to be more early in . 1 
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mine. Believe me, my dear Lady Betty, bid 
Your aftlicted, but affectionate Friend. No 

av 
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LET'TER CCCVI.—PFrom the Lady to ber Sifter, the Night 
before her Death, 
My dear, thoughtleſs Siſter, 
FFORE this can poſſibly reach you, the unchanging 
| B hat will be paſſed upon me, and my eternal happi- 
WH neſs or miſery determined. I am not even flattered with 
| WH the poſibility of ſeeing another morning — ſhort ſpace to 
, WH accompliſh the mighty work of eternal ſalvation. 
Yet precious, my dear, as my moments are, I cannot 
better employ them, then in admoniſhing, in conjuring 
a Wl you to prepare betimes for that dreadful hour you know 
o Wl you cannot eſcape, and are uncertain how ſoon it may 
\ WH arrive. We have had the ſame education, have lived 
IJ in the ſame manner, and, though accounted very like 
tin our faces, I am afraid reſembled each other more in 
our follies- 
t Alas! of what waſte of time have we both been guilty ! 
e Dreſs was our ſtudy, pomp and admiration our ambition 
v, Wl pleaſure our buſineſs, and the faſhion our God. How 
p- Wh often have I, becauſe I heard ethers around me do fo, 
deny the exiſtence of that futurity which I ſhall in a 
ſew hours experience, and of which I am already fully 
convinced, | 
One moment, methinks, I behold the bliſsful ſeats of 
Paradiſe unveiled, hear millions of myriads of celeſtial 
torms tuning their golden harps to ſongs of praiſe; 
the next a ſcene all black and gloomy, where nothing 
is to be heard but ſobs and groans, and heart-rendin 
ſhrieks. My wandering. fancy varies the proſpect, 6d 
involves me in a ſad uncertainty of my doom. On one 
hand, ſmiling angels beckon me into their preſence, on the 
ice other, the furies ſeem to ſurround me, prepared to ſnatch 
my fleeting ſoul. 
my 1 ſcarcely hope, nor will the worthy Dr. Southwell 
ha Wſaffer me to deſpair. He comforts me with the promiſes 
om In holy writ, with which to my ſfame be it confeſſed, I 
ſhe Was totally unacquainted: but now what balm do they 
on, Wield to my tormented conſcience ! 
in Y 1 muſt now, thou dear, laſt object of my earthly care, 
bid thee eternally adieu! In giving you this warning, I 
have diſcharged the duty of a ſiſter and a Chriſtian, All I 
have now to do is, to retire into myſelf, and devote the 
tew minutes allowed me to that penitence which can ee 
. entitle 
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entitle me to a happy immortality, My ſpirits fail me, 
and I have now hardly ſtrength left to ſay farewell for ever! 
SUSAN LAmBERT, 


LETTER CCCVII.—From one Lady te another, on Diff. 
dence in Love. 
DRAR CnuaRLOTTE, 
OTHING could give me a more favourable opinion 
of Mr. Harriſon's addreſſes to You than that auk. 
ward filence, that ungenteel baſhfulneſs, as you are pleaſed 
to term them, whenever you meet, Diftidence in a lover, 
my dear, is not to be ridiculed. I have long conſidered 
it as a proof of ſincerity in both ſexes, and am convinced 
that, when unaffected, it really is ſo, 

I never yet ſaw a dangler, who had not a round of 
paſſionate ſpeeches at the tip of his tongue, which mean- 
ing nothing he was never at a loſs to utter with volubilih. 
By this volubility alone, I have known many girls ſeduced; 
and totally ruined. You, dear Emily, I am perſuaded, 
are more upon your guard, The lover, believe me, de- 
ſerving of notice, is he who knows not how to expreſs his 
feelings; who is full of doubts, fears, and perplexities; 
and who, when he ſpeaks, ſpeaks with difhdence and 
heſitation, The dangler, on the contrary, is ever bold, 
inſolent, and felf-ſatisfied ; and addreſles every woman, 
who is imprudent enough to liſten to him, with the ſame 
aſſured air, unconſtrained familiarity, and unvaricd adu- 
lation, Such a one 1s well enough for a partner, 2 
night or two at one of the publick balls, but the other 
is the partner for life. Think of this, my dear, and 
believe me | 


Your affectionate Couſin, 


ou — OC 


LETTER CCCVIII.-Trom Mijs Courtney to Mij Southern, 
humourouſly exfe/ing the injudicicus Hondne/s of Parents is 
their Children. 

My dear HaRRIET, | 
W E have often laughed together, in our deer 


tete-a-tetes in the country, at che abſurd bes. 

viour of many of our acquaintance to their children, 

and vowed that when it was our fate to be mothers, ve 
would act in another manner. 

I have been witneſs to a ſtrange ſcene of this ſort, You 

mult know, my dear, 1 had an invitation to drink * 

| an 
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and ſpend the evening laſt night with Mrs. Fondle. You 
have often told me of Mrs. Fondle, and I little imagined 
that your deſcription of her was leſs lively than the reality. 
When 1 entered, I found her two pretty little boys, the 
eldeſt not above ſix, the youngeſt hardly three vears old, 


extremely buſy in torturing an unhappy kitten, which 1 


underilood was reared with no other view than to gra- 
tify their infantine cruelty, One of them was diverting 
himſelf with drawing a ſtring very tight about its neck, and 
the other every now and then got its ear into his month, 
and bit it *till the poor animal gave a loud ſquall, with 
which I ſaw they were both uncommonly delighted. Mrs. 
Fondle ſat by all the time looking, with an eye of the 
molt inconceivable ſatisfaction, ſometimes at them, ſome- 
times at me, and now and then remarking with a ſmile, 


that “ ſhe loved to ſee boys unlucky, as it was a ſure fign 
of ſpirit and underſtanding.” 


In this manner was our time ſpent 'till Mr. Fondle 


came in, and ſupper was ſerved. I was now in hopes 
that the young gentlemen would be ſent to bed, or at 
leaſt taken out of the room; but my hopes were vain. 
Mr. Fondle, I found, was as ridiculouſly fond of the 
children as his wife, at leaſt was too little maſter at home 
to interfere in ſuch matters. Having placed them on 
two high chairs at the table, he delired the eldeſt | 
to ſay a long grace, which he repeated four different 
times, having always been guilty of ſome omiſlion, 
= hot it was almoſt half an hour before we could 
all to, 1 8 8 
Well, this ceremony being at laſt over, Mrs. Fondle cut 
up a duck, put a leg upon each child's plate, and helped 
each very plentifully to gravy and peaſe, apologiſing, 
however, for ſerving them firit, by telling us they would 
ſet up an inſtant roar if they ſaw any body with a bit 
before themſelves. Unfortunately it was my lot to fit 
next the youngeſt, whoſe head I had once or twice 
ſtroked, and who on that account, I was aſſured hy his 
mamma, honoured me with no ſmall ſhare of his favour, 
The good lady was perfectly right, for maſter Jackey 
Was continually diltinguiſhing me by ſome mark or 
other of his regard. Sometimes he poured his gravy 
into my plate; at others he ran away with half m 
Peas, pawed my duck 8 a remarkable degree of 


archnels, 


, 


194 FAMILIAR, USEFUL, INSTRUCTIVE, 


archneſs, and then wiped his fingers on my apron ; 
his mother only putting on a conſtrained frown, and 
telling him he ſhould be ſent f om table if he continued 
plaguing the lady in that manner. At laſt, to crown all, 

y one unlucky move, he overſet his plate, now newly 
ſupplied with a large quantity of gravy and butter, and 
the contents falling on a new favourite gown, it was 
ſo miſerably greaſed, that I ſhall never be able to put 
it on again. 

This accident was highly lamented by Mr. and Mrs, 
Fondle, and the maid called in good earneſt to remove 
Jackey from the table ; but he ſet up ſuch a yell as the 
girl was carrying him off, that his mother order2d him 
to be brought back, and declared it would break her little 
lamb's heart to be ſent away from the company. Jackey 
was therefore placed in his Chair again, but indeed at the. 
other ſide cf the table; and I now had nobody but walter 
Dicky to dread, who had hitherto applied himſelf fo 
cloſely to his ſupper, that his mamma ſaid he behaved 
like a mar, and ſhould have money to buy cherries 
next morning. 

I now began to think myſelf pretty ſafe, and endea- 
voured to be very chearful, in onder to abate Mrs, Fon— 
dle's anxiety, who alte:nately Kkifled her fon Jackey, 
and expreſſed the deepeii concern imaginable for my 
gown ; when, as if my evil ſtars had determined to mor- 
tify me, ſomebody aſked me what it was o'clock. On look- 
ing at my watch Dicky was greatly pleaſed with it, and 
detized me to let him look at it. It would have been 
cruel to deny the ſweet little fellow's requeſt, eſpecially 
as Mrs. Fondle aſſured me the child would take very 
great care of it. I therefore complied, but unfortu- 
nately he took it into his head to try if the glaſs would 
bear a knock, as he called it; and ſtruck it with tuch force 
againſt the corner of the table, as broke both the chryiial 
and the dyal plate, and did ſo much damage upon the 
whole as Mr. Cummings aſſures me will require above 4 
guinea to make gocd. 

. . The father was now out of patience, and actually 
5 | damned the child for his arluckine/s; upon which the 
mother burſt into tears, and ſaid ſhe woald rather pay 
% for a hundred watches than have her little fellow curſed 
FM at in ſuch a cruel manner. She told her huſband he ought 
1 ; t0 
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w be aſhamed of himſelf, ſo he ought; and concluded 
with ſaying, ſhe knew the lady, meaning your humble 
ſervant, ſo well, that ſhe was ſure ſhe did not mind ſuch 
a trifle, or put it in competition with the ſatisfaction of 
her pretty lamb, that ſhe did not. 1 was of courſe 
obliged to take Mrs. Fondle's fide of the queſtion ; but 
ſome altercation -ariſing between her and her huſband, 
who ſwore ſhe ſpoiled the children, the company, which 
conſiſted of - two other. ladies and myſelf, found it ne- 
ceſſary to withdraw; with what ſentiments I leave you, 
my dear, to judge. 

Heaven defend me, and all I wiſh well to, from ſuch 

another viſit, prays, my Harriet, 

. Your affectionate friend, 


—  ——— - — 


LETTER CCCIX.— A bumourous Letter of Advice, re- 
, lating to Marriage, 

ELI, then, my dear, ſweet Clariſſa, fince you 

vu have it ſo, I will tell you what I think will be 
your fate with our friend Mr. Courtney, as you are reſolv- 
ed upon marrying him: you love him, and in truth he 
will aeſerve your love; ſo that, if it is not your own fault, 
you will be very happy with him. 

As he is nearer forty than thirty, you muſt expect ſome 
ingredients of the old batchelor in him, but not a grain of 
the ill- nature. 

: Though time has rivetted ſome peculiarities, you will 
1 take more pleaſure in conforming to them, than ſome, I 
: hope not many, women would in oppoſing them, If you 
find him fond of cleanlineſs, you will not call him nice 
and finical. If he loves punCtuality at meal-tumes, you 
£ will not te:ch your ſervants to think him peeviſh and 
4 impatient, —Should he ſay ** this chicken, my dear, is 
4 too much roatied,” you will not anſwer, it is done to a 
: turn; ſhould he condemn the ſauce of that frigaſſee, you 
v6 will net inſiſt it is the ſame he admired but a few days 
before; you will not make a point to contradict him in 
every complaint he ſhall make at table, as if you thought 


— _— —_ 


6k {phat 


ly his cenſuring the cook was an affront to the miſtreſs, If 
bs you ſee he loves order and regularity among the ſervants, 
1 you will not encourage them to ſay he 1s ſo particular that 
1 nobody can live with him. If you ſee him grave, uon 
he ſettling his annual accounts, you will not perſuade your 


to i 2 phyncian 


* 


196 FAMILIAR, USEFUL, INSTRUCTIVE, 


phyſician or your midwife to ſend you to Bath in the 
winter, or to Margate in the ſummer, by which yon 
will again run out the next year. When you travel with 
him, you will not ſtuff and load your carriage like the 
York machine; and when you are going together on a 
party of pleaſure, and he aſks if you are ready, as the 
chariot is come, and it is time to go, you will not call 
him as punctual as one of the wooden figures at St. Dun- 
ſtan's, and keep him waiting as if you were willing to try 
whether he is not as patient too. | 
You will remember the life that he has been uſed to, 
and will not therefore expect that when he changed his 
ſtate, he was alſo to change his nature. Yen will not 
let him ſay, now the management of my comforts is in 
the hands of her whoſe happineſs it is to ſee me happy, 
there is more confuſion in my houſe, and diſorder among 
my ſervants. I uſed to eat better at a tavern than now 
at my own table : a party of pleaſure with ber ] love belt 
in the world, is tireſome and diſagreeable; add, though 
our income is more than ſufficient, with the leaſt œcono- 
my, for all our neceſſaries, comforts, luxuries, and even 
pleaſures, I have leſs pocket-money than when I was a 
ſchool- boy, | 
This you will never give him occaſion to ſay. You will 
therefore hear inſtead, no family is ſo well managed as Mrs. 
Courtney's; no man lives ſo happy as Mr. Courtney; and 
though he enjoys all the luxuries of life he cannot ſpend 
his income. No party of pleaſure is agreeable to him, of 
which his Clariſſa is not one. You will find in every 
thing he eats, every thing he drinks, every thing he does, 
thinks, or ſays, Clariſſa gives the reliſh, If he is pleaſed, 
it is chiefly that Clariſſa is the cauſe, You will find him 
induſtrious to be happy at every thing, becauſe he ſees 
his Clariſſa is induſtrious to make every thing agreeable to 
him: and I will add, my dear niece, you can never quat- 
rel, though you have heard it is inſeparable from matri- 
mony. You will be fo conſtantly employed in contend- 
ing which ſhall contribute moſt to the happineſs of the 
other, that you will not have one moment to ſpare for 
contending about any thing elſe. | 
I am, my Dear, &c. 


ELIZA. 


L E T- 
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LETTER CCCX.—To a Friend, on his Recovery from a 
8 dangerous Illneſi. 
Dear Sir, 


IVE me leave to mingle my joy with that of all your 
friends and relations, in the recovery of your health, 
and to join with them to bleſs God for 5 to 
your numerous well-wiſhers the benefit of your uſeful 
and valuable life. May God Almighty long preſerve you 
in health, and proſper all your undertakings, for the 
ood of your worthy family, and the pleaſure of all your 
Friends and acquaintance, 1s the hearty prayer of, Sir, 
Your faithful Friend, and humble Servant. 


[ CTY 


— 
_ 


LETTER CCCXI.—Orz the ſame Occaſions. 
Good Sir, | 
J Have received with great delight, the good news 
of your recovery from the dangerous illneſs with 
which it pleaſed God to afflidt you. I moſt heartily 
congratulate you and your good lady and family upon it; 
and make it my prayer, that your late indiſpoſition may 
be ſucceeded by ſuch a renewal of health and ſtrength, 
both of body and mind, as may make your life equally 
happy to yourſelf, as it muſt be to.all who have the plea- 
ſure to know you, I could not avoid giving you this 
trouble, to teſtify the joy that affected my heart on the 
occaſion ; and to aſſure you that I am, with the greateſt 
affection and reſpect, Sir, 
Your faithful humble Servant. 


6 — 


ä — 
— — — — 


LETTER CCCXII.— Iz Anſwer to the Preceding. 

Dear Sir, ; 
I Give you many thanks for your kind congratulations, 

My return of health will be the greater pleaſure to 
me, if I can contribute in any meaſure to the happi- 
neſs of my many good friends; and, particularly, to 
that of you and your's ; for I aſſure you, Sir, that no- 
body can be more than 1 am, 

Your obliged humble Servant. 


I 3 LE T. 
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LETTER CCCXIII.— A young Woman in Town, to her 

Sifter in the Country, recounting her narrow Eſcape from 

a Snare laid for her on her firſt Arrival, 'by a wicked 

Procure/s, | | | 

Dear Siſter. | | | | 
E have often, by our good Mother, been warned 
_ againſt the dangers that would too probably at. 
tend us on coming to London; though muſt own, her 
admcnitions had not always the weight I am now convinc- 
ed they deſerved. ; 

1 have had a deliverance from ſuch a ſnare, as [ 
never could have believed would have been laid for a 
ae free from all thought of ill, or been ſo near 
acceeding upon one ſo ſtrongly on her guard as I imagined 
myſelf: And thus, my dear Siſter, the matter happened: 

Returning, on 'Tueſday, from ſeeing my couſin At- 
kins, in Cheapfide, I was overtaken by an elderly gentle- 
weman cf a ſober and creditable appearance, who walked 
by my ſide ſome little time before ſhe ſpoke to me; and 
then gueſſing (by my aſking the name of the ſtreet), that 
I was a ſtranger to the town, ſhe very courteouſly, began 
a diſcourſe with me, and after ſome other talk, and 
queſtions about my country, and the like, defired to know 
it I did not come to town with a deſign of going into ſome 
genteel place? I told her, if I could meet with a place 
to my mind, to wait upon a ſingle lady, I ſhould be very 
willing to embrace it. She ſaid, I look'd like a credita- 
ble, ſober, and modeſt body ; and at that very time ſhe 
knew one of the beſt gentlewomen that ever lived, who 
was in great want of a maid to attend upon her own per- 
ſon ; and that if ſhe liked me, and I her, it would be 
a lucky incident for us both. 

I expreſſed myſelf thankfully, and ſhe was ſo very 
much in my intereſt, as to entreat me to go inſtantly to 
the lady, leſt ſhe ſhould be provided, and acquaint her I 
was recommended by Mrs. Jones, not doubting, as ſhe 
| ſaid, but, on enquiry, my character would anſwer my ap- 
pearance, | | 5 ; 

As that, you know, was partly my view in coming 
to towy, I thought this a happy incident, and determined 
not to Ic the opportunity; and fo, according to the 
direction the gave me, I went to inquire for Mrs. 
C , in J-----n's Court, Fleet-Street, The neigh- 

| ; 1 bourhood 
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bourhood look'd genteel, and I ſoon found the houſe, 
| aſk'd for Mrs. C- ; ſhe came to me dreſs'd in a 
ſplendid manner; I told her what I came about; ſhe 
immediately defired me to walk into the parlour, which 
was elegantly furniſhed ; and after aſking me ſeveral 
queſtions, with my anſwers to which ſhe ſeemed very 
well pleaſed, a ſervant ſoon brought in a bowl of warm 
liquor, which ſhe called Negus, conſiſting of wine, water, 
orange, &c. which, ſhe ſaid, was for a friend or two 
ſhe expected preſently ; but as I was warm with walking, 
ſhe would have me dtink ſome of it, telling me it was 
a pleaſant innocent liquor, and ſhe always uſed her wait- 
ing-maids as ſhe did herſelf, I thought this was very 
kind and condeſcending, and being warm and thirlty, 


and ſhe encouraging me, I took a pretty free draught 


of it, and thought it very pleaſant, as it really was. 
She made me fit down by her, ſaying pride was not her 
lent, and that ſhe ſhould always indulge me in like 
anner, if I behaved well, when ſhe had not company z 
and then ſlightly aſk'd, What I could do, and the wages 
I required ? With my anſwers ſhe ſeemed well ſatis- 
hed, and granted the wages I aſked, without any offer 
of abatement, ” 

And then [ roſe up, in order to take my leave, telling 
her | would, any day ſhe pleaſed, of the enſuing week, 
bring my cloaths, and wait upon her. 

She faid, 'That her own maid being gone away, ſhe 
was in the utmott want of another, and would take it 
kindly, if I would flay' with her till next day, be- 
cauſe ſhe was to have ſome ladies to paſs the evening 
with her. I ſaid this would be pretty inconvenient to 
me, but as ſhe was ſo fituated, I would oblige her, after 
I had been with my aunt, and acquainted her with it. To 
this ſhe replyed, That there was no manner of occaſion for 
that, becauſe ſhe could ſend the cook for what I wanted,. 
2 could, at the ſame time, tell my aunt how matters 

ood. 

| thought this looked a little odd; but ſhe did it. 
with ſo much civility, and ſeemed ſo pleaſed with 
her new maid, that 1 ſcarcely knew how to withſtand 
her: But the apprehenſion I had of my aunt's anger 
for not aſking her advice, in what ſs nearly con- 
cerned me, made me inſiſt upon going, though I could 

I 4 perceive 
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perceive diſpleaſure in her countenance when ſhe ſaw 
me reſolved. 

She then plyed me very cioſe with the liquor, which 
ſhe again ſaid was innocent and weak; but I believe it 
was far otherwiſe, for my head began to turn round, 
and my iftomach felt a little diſordered. I entreated the 
favour of her to permit me to go, ona firm promiſe of 
returning immediately; but then my new miſtreſs began 
to raiſe her voice a little, aſſuring me I ſhoald on no 
account ſtir out of her houſe, She left the room, in a ſort 
of a pet, but ſaid ſhe would ſend the cook to take my di- 
rections to my aunt; and I heard her take the key out of 
the outward door. , 

This alarmed me very much; and, in the inflant of 
my fſurprize a young gentlewoman entered the parlour, 
dreſſed in white ſattin, and every way genteel; ſhe ſat 
down in a chair next me, looked earneſtly at me awhile, 
and ſeemed going to ſpeak ſeveral times, but did not. 
At length ſhe roſe from her chair, and bolted the parlour- 
door, and, breaking into a flood of tears, expreſſed her- 
ſelf as follows : | 
Dear young woman, I cannot tell you the pain I 
& feel on your account; and, from an inclination to 
« {-rve you, Irun a hazard of involving myſelf in greater 
„ miſery than I have yet experienced, if that can be, 
« But my heart is yet too honeſt to draw others, as 1 
«© am deſired to do, into a ſnare which I have fallen in- 
« to myſelf. You are now in as notorious a brothel as 
« js in London: And if you eſcape not in a few hours, 
« you are inevitably undone, I was once as innocent as 
„% you now ſeem to be. No apprehenſion you can be 
« under for your virtue, but I felt as much: My repu- 
« tation was as unſpotted, and my heart as unverſed in 
« ill, when I firſt entered theſe guilty doors, whither I came 
« on an errand, much like what I underſtand has brought 
* you hither. 1 was by force detained the whole night, 
« as you ate deſigned to be; was robbed of my virtue; 
„ and knowing I ſhould hardly be forgiven by my 
« friends for ſtaying out without their knowledge, and 
% in the morning being at a loſs, all in confuſion as I 
« was, what to do, before I could reſolve on any thing, 
« [ was obliged to repeat my guilt, and had hardly time 


« afforded me to reflect on its fatal conſequence, My 
; liberty 
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« liberty I intreated to no purpoſe, and my grief ſerved 
* for the cruel ſport of all around me. In ſhort, I have 
been ſo long confined, that I am aſhamed to appear 
among my friends and acquaintance. In this dreadful 
„ ſituation, I have been perplexed with the hateful im- 
«« portunities of different men every day; and though I 
long reſiſted to my utmult, yet downright force never 


failed to overcome. Thus in a ſnameful round of gnilt 


and horror, have I lingered out ten months; ſubject to 


* 


* more than tongue can expreſs. The ſame ſad lot is in- 
* tended-you, nor will it be eaſy to ſhun it: However, as 
„] cannot well be more miſerable than I am, I will affiſt 
you what | can; and not, as the wretched procureſs 
* hopes, contribute to make yqu as unhappy as myſelf,”? 
You may gueſs at the terror that ſeized my heart, on 
this ſad tory, and my own danger; | trembled in every 
joint, nor was I able to ſpeak for ſome time; at lait, in 
the beſt manner I could, I thanked my unhappy new friend, 


aud begged ſhe would kindly give me the afſiſtance the of- 


ſered: which ſhe did; for the firſt gentleman that came to 
the door, ſhe ſtept up herſelf for the key to let him in, 
which the wretched procureſs gave her; and I took that 
opportunity, as ſhe directed, to run out of the houſe, and 
that in ſo much hurry and confuſion, as to leave my cloak, 
fan, and gloves behind me. 

| told my aunt every circumſtance of my danger and 
eſcape, and received a ſevere reprimand for my following 
ſo inconſiderately, in ſo wicked a town as this, the direc- 
tion of an intire ſtranger. 

I am ſure, fiſter, you rejoice with me for my deliverance. 
And this accident may ſerve to teach us to be upon our 
guard for the future, as well againſt the viler part of our 
own ſex, as that of the other. 


I am, dear Sifter, 
Your truly affectionate Siſter. 


M. B. This Hocting flory is talen from the mouth of the 


young woman herſelf, who ſo narrowly eſcaped the ſnare of 
the vile procureſs ; and is fact in every circumſtance. 
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LETTER CCCXIV.—To a Bottle Companion abread, dr 


ſcribing the State of a Club to which they belenged. 

Dear Bob, | 

CCORDING to deſire, I ſend you an account of 
what has happened among your old acquaintance 

ſince you have been abroad. You will be ſurpriſed at the 

changes which time has produced. To begin then with 

myſelf: J have had the misfortune to loſe my ſon Jo; and 


my daughter Judy is married, and has 1 me another 


0 Fack Kidd of the Fountain, where we kept our club, 
as loſt his wife, who was a ſpecial bar-keeper, and got his 
maid Pri/e, with child—you remember the flut, by her 
mincing airs—married her, and is broke: but not till he 
had, with his horrid tum, poiſoned half the ſociety. We 
began to complain of his wine, you know, before you let 
us; and I told him he ſhould let 27 have neat, who drank 
our gallons, if he was honeſt to him/e/f; and, if he was 
to regard conſcience as well as intereſt, muſt do leſs harm by 
diſpenſing his rats-bane to thoſe who drank pints, than to 
thoſe honeſt fellows who ſwallowed gallons. But the dog 
was incorrigible; for he went on brewing and poiſoning, 
till he killed his beſt cuſtomers; and then what could he 
expect ? | 
Why, what followed; for, truly, B:b, we began to 
tamble like rotton theep. As thus: The dance was begun 
by that ſeaſon'd ſinner T:m. Brackley, the half-pint man, 
who was always ſotting by himſelf, with his avhers in the 
morning, his corre&ives after dinner, and dige/ters at night, 
and at laſt tipp'd off of one of the kitchen-benches in an 
apoplexy. *T1s true he was not of our club; though ve 
might have taken warning by his fall, as the ſaying is; but 
we're above it. So the rot got among us; and firit, honeſt 
Fack Adams kick'd up of a fever. Tom Dandy fell into 4 
jaundice and dropſy, and when his doctors ſaid he was 
mending, ſipped through their fingers, in ſpite of their 
art and aſfurance. Roger Harman, the punter, then tipped 
off tke perch, aſter very little warning: and was followed 
in a week by Arthur Syſes. Ra'ph Atiyns bid us good- bt 
in a few months after him. And Ben Tomlyns, who, you 
remember, wovld never go bome ſcher, tumbled down 
tlairs,* and broke his col ar bene. I3is ſurgeon took him 
krft, a feuer next, then his vector; and then, as it were of 
ccurſe, death, a naturul round, enough, ycu'll ſay, = 


- 
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His widow made a handſome burial for poor Ben; took on 
grievouily, and in five weeks married her journeyman. 
Jemmy Hawkins was a long time ailing, yet would not 
leave off; ſo he died, as one may ſay, of a mere ratural 


death. Ralf Raablins fell ſick, after a large doſe ; and 


had ſo narrow an eſcape, that he was frightened into a 
regimen; and now drinks aſſes' milk of another com- 
plexion than that which gave him his malady ; and between 
phyſie and the byp, ſerves for a momento mori tO others, and 
neither lives nor dies himſelf, While honeſt Capt. Tinker, 
who was deep gone in a conſumption, is in very little bet- 


ter caſe: and if any thing ſaves him, and me, and the reſt 


of our once-numerous ſociety, it will be the bankruptcy of 
our worthy landlord ; for that has broke up the club. 
So much for the club: The account of the neighbour- 
hood I ſhall reſerve for a future letter, and remain, 
Your's, &c. 


LETTER CCCXV.—Frem the ſame to the ſame, deſcribing 
the State of the Neigbbcur hood. 
Dear Bob, 
GREEABLE to your requeſt, I now proceed to a 
deſcription of the neighbourhood : 

Poor Jerry Jenkins, the prim mercer, has had a ſtatute 
taken out againſt him, and five ſhillings in the pound is 
all the reſult of his pragmatical flurting. Dan. Pecock the 
draper has had an eſtate left him, and quitted buſineſs: 
while Sam. Simpſon the grocer has loſt one in law, and 
gone mad upon it. See, Bob, the ups and downs of this 
tranſitory ſtate! Harry Barlow the Turkey merchant hag 
left off to his nephew, and now pines for want of employ- 
ment. Jeſbua Williams the cheeſemonger, a ſtrange pro- 
jecting fellow, you know! is carried out of his ſhop into a 


{ponging houſe by his own maggots. Fohn Fones the organiſt 


is married to-Sykes's daughter Peggy, who proves an arrant 
fhrew, and has broke about his head his beſt Cremona 
kddle, in the ſight of half a dozen neighbours. The 
wife of Fob Johnſon, our ſword-cutler, has eloped from 
him. You know they always lived like dog and cat. Paul 
Lane's daughter Poll has had a baſtard by Squire ien! 
coachman ; and the *ſquire's own daughter Miſs Nelly has 
run away with her father's poſtilion. Dick Fenkyns, that 
vile rake and beau, is turned 2zaker z and that till ee 

| 1 16 iber- 
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libertine, Peter Mottram, Methodiſt : While old Satan, to 
make up his loſs in theſe two, has ſubdued , Wiegl:y 
and Tom Allen, who you know uſed to be very hopetul 
young fellows, and are now rakes of the town. 7% 
Williams I had like to have forgot. He has cheated all 
our expectations, having eſcaped the gallows, and died a 
natural death, after a hundred rogueries, every one of 
which deſerved hanging. | 

Parſon Matthews goes on preaching and living excel. 
lently, and has as many admirers as hearers, but no pre- 
ferment : while old clumſy Parſon Dromedary is made a 
dean, and has hopes, by his ſiſter's means, who is a fa- 
vourite of a certain great man, to be a biſhop. 

In my next I ſhall preſent you with the flate of politics 
amongſt us, and remain, 


Your's, &c. 


— — — ä.: —— 


LETTER CCCXVI.—From the ſame to the ſame, on 
Politics. | 
Dear Bob, 


2 my laſt I -wiſhed to give you a ſketch of the party 


opinions prevalent amongſt us. Very little judgment 
can be formed of theſe from any of the publications, ei- 
ther diurnal. or monthly; nor can we determine concerning 
tte ſtate of public affairs, or the conduct of minitters, 
from their vague and contradiftory accounts; for while 
ſome are made as black as devils on one ſide, they are 
made as ite as angels on the other. They never did 
one good thing, ſays the enemy: They never did one bad 
ſays the friend. For my own part, I think, conſidering 
the ondoubted truth of the maxim Humanum eff errare, and 
how much eaſier it is to find a fault than to mend one, the 
gentlemen in the adminiſtration will be well off, if the 
ublic will middle the matter between the two extremes. 
. time one ſide goes on, àaccufing without mercy; the 
other quitting without ſame. Uis the bufineſs of one ſet 
of newſpapers to be/fatter and throw dirt; and of the 
other to follow after them, with a /crabbing-bruſh and a 
i/hclout : And after all, the one bedauts ſo plentifnlly, and 
nber wipes off fo /gwenly, that, let me be hanged, Bob, 
if I'd appear on *Change in ſuch a motley ga: b of black 
"and white, hat a certain great man wears without con- 
cern, when theſe dawbers and /cowerers have done wa 
Soar a 
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worſl and their be/t upon it. But uſe, they ſay, reconciles 
us to all things. And a great happineſs, I'll warrant he 
thinks it, that with all this rubbing and /erubbing, it does 
not appear threadbare yet, though a thouſand are trying to 
pick holes in it. : 
But I have done with news, and my politics, given 
you, as it were, the world in miniature, think it time to 
cloſe it; which 1 ſhall do with wiſhing, that now our 
poiſoning landlord Kidd is broke and gone, you were 
among us your old friends now-and-then, to enliven us and 
ſmoke your chearful pipe, as you uſed to do, when we were 
all alive and merry. And with this hearly wiſh, I con- 
clude myſelf, dear Bob, 
Your Bottle-C:mpanion, and humble Servant. 


LETTER CCCXVII—4z Offer of Afjiftance to a Friend 
who has received great Loſſes by a Perſon's Failure. 

Dear Sir, 

Am exceedingly. concerned at the great loſs which you 
I have lately ſuſtained, by the failure of Mr. Tranter, 
] hope you behave under it like the man of prudence you 
have always ſhewn yourſelf, and as one who knows how 
liable all men are to misfortunes. | think it incambent, 
on this occaſion, not to conſole you by words only, but in 
the ſpirit, and with the chearfuineſs of a moſt fincere friend, 
to otter my ſervice to anſwer any preſent demand, ſo far 
as 2001, goes, which you ſhall have the uſe of freely for 
a twelve month, or more, if your affairs require it; and 
will even train a point rather than not oblige you, if more 
be neceſſary to your preſent ſituation. You'll do me great 
pleaſure 1n accepting this offer as freely, as it 1s kindly 
meant by, dear fir, 


Your's moſt faithfully. 


LETTER CCCXVIL. - The Friend's Anfaver, accepting the 
Zind Offer. 

My dear Friend, | 
OW ſhall I find words to expreſs the grateful ſenſe I 

11 have of your goodneſs? This is an inſtance of true 
friendſhip indeed 1 accept moſt thankfully of ſome part 
of your generous offer, and will give you my bond, pay- 
able in a year, for lool. which is, at preſent, all I have 
occaſion for; and if I did not know I could then, 5 lr 
elore 
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before, anſwer your goodneſs as it deſerves, I would not 
accept of the favour. ' This loſs is very heavy and affect- 
ing to me, as you may ſuppoſe; yet your generous 
frieadſhip is no {mall comfort to me init. For ſo good 
a friend 1s capable of making any calamity light. I am, 
dear fir, 1 

Vour moſt faichful and obliged humble Servaut. 


— — — 


LETTER ccd, c „ Frimd bs 


Priſon for Debt. 
Dear Sir, 


Am exceedingly-concerned to hear of your confinement, 
But there 15 one comfort, that when a man is got to the 
undermoſt part of fortune's wheel, he may riſe, but can- 
not fink lower. You ſee all around you too many unhappy 
objects reduced to the ſame diſtreſs ; and you ſee them 
either extricating themſelves from thoſe difhculties (which 
I hope you ſoon will), or learning to bear them with a 
true Chriſtian reſignation. For well does the wiſe man 
obſerve, that 7he race is not to the Swift, nor the battle to the 
Strong, nor riches to a man of Underſlanding. And it will 
yield you ſome conſolation, when you reflect, that this 
life is but a ſlate of probation, and he that meets with 
misfortunes heie, may, by a proper uſe of them, and by 
God's Grace, be intitled to a bleſſed hope; when a proſ- 
perous itate may make a man forgetful of his duty, and 
ſo reap no other good but what he finds in this tranſitory 
life. Remember, my friend, that the School of {/Hidtion is 
the School of Wi/dom; and ſo behave under this trying ca- 
lamity, as to ſay, with the Royal Prophet, I 7s. good fer 
me that I was afflifed. | 
{ think myieit, however, not a little unhappy, that 
my circumſtances will not permit me to aſſiſt you on this 
rievous occaſion, in the way a friend would chuſe to do, 
if he was able ; butif, by my perſonal attendance on any 
of your creditors or friends, I can do you pleaſure or ſer- 
vice, I beg you to command me. For, in whatever is in 
my poor power, I am, and ſhall ever be, 


Your faithful Friend and gebn 


L E T- 
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LETTER CCCXX.— 7. Anfaver to the preceding. 

Dear Sir, 

Now experience fully the truth of the honeft Engliſh 

phraſe; that a friend in need is a friend in dicd. You 
have filled me with ſuch unſpeakable comfort, to find 
that I am not abandoned by all my old acquaintance, that, 
in a great meaſure,' your ſeaſonable kindneſs will enable 
me to purſue the advice you give me. 

But what is moſt grievous to me in this matter is, my poor | 
wife and children, who have deſerved a better fate, had it 
been in my power to have done better for them, than now 
I am ever likely to do. 

As to your kind offer, my dear friend, I will, beg to 
ſee you as often gs _ not be detrimental to your own 
affairs. fices 2 

I wiil get you ts go to Mr. Maddox, my principal cre- 
ditor, and one or two more; ; I will tell you about what; 
only fear ] ſhall be too troubleſome to you. But you are 
ſo kind as to offer your ſervice in this way, and 1 am re- 
duced to the ſad neceſſity of puſhing myſelf upon you, 
without the leaſt hope of ever having it un my power to 
ſnew you, as I wiſh to do, how much Iam 

Your wengrattel, though unhappy Servant. 


20% 


—— 


LETTER CCCXXI.— From a young Gentleman on a Viſit in 
in T own, 10 his Uncle in the Country, deſcribing the Town, 


Honoured Sir, 


N compliance with your deſire, to ſend you an account 

of my obſervations on this buſy ſcene of action, which, 
through your indulgence, I am permitted to viſit. I 
tranſmit you the following, as I ſhall others in ſucceſſion: 

To begin, my couſins carried me, in the firſt place, to 
fee the Tower of London, which we have heard ſo much 
talk of in the countiy; and which no one that viſits this 
great town omits ſeeing. *Tis ſituated by the Thames 
ide, ſurrounded with an old wall, about a mile in com- 
paſs, with a broad deep ditch, which has generally more 
mud in it than water, All round the outward wall guns 
ate planted, which are fired on particular occaſions. At 
the entrance on the right-hand, we ſaw the collection of 
wild beaſts kept there; as Lions, Panthers, 'Tygers, &c. 
uſo Eagles, Vultures, &C. 


Wwe 


— — — —— — 
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We were then carried to the Mint, where we ſaw the 
manner of coining money, and ftriking medals, &c. From 
thence we went to the Jewel-houſe, and were ſhewn the 
Crown, and the other Regalia, which gave me no ſmall 
pleaſure, as I had never ſeen theſe things before, and heard 
ſo much talk of them. = 

We ſaw-the#Train of Artillery, in what they call the 
Grand Storehouſe; filled with cannon, and mortars, all 
very fine, a diving: bell, and other curioſities; and I thought, 
upon the whole, that this great magazine of curioſities and 
ſtores was the moit worthy of the notice of a ſtranger to 
London, of any thing I had been ſhewn. | 

From hence they carried me to the Monument, built 
in remembrance of the fire of London. a very curious 
pillar, trom the gallery of which we en à a ſurvey of the 
whole city. But as it ſtands low, I' Annnot ſay, but I 
liked the proſpect from St. Paul's cupola much better, 
when | was carried up thither, yeſterday; for that being 
the higheſt htuation in the city, and more in the centre 
of i ondon and Weſtminſter, commands a fine view over 
both cities, Hampttead and Highgate hills, Surrey, the 
river, &. The cathedral is a molt noble building, and 
I admired it not a little, for its Choir, Chapels, Dome, 
Whiſpering-place, Vaults below, and other curioſities too 
tedious to mention. | 

This, fir, may ſerve for one letter, and to ſhew vou 
how much I am defirous, by my obedience to your com- 
mands, to prove myſelf 
| Your dutiful Nephew. 


LETTER CCCXXII.— From the Same, deſcribing various 
Places about. London. 
Honoured Sir, 

Have taken a curſory view of the ſeveral hoſpitals in 
I this metropolis, which are in general noble build- 
ings, and reflect the higheſt honour on their reſpective 
founders, and thoſe who have liberally contributed-to their 
fupport. 

The Blue-coat hoſpical is a noble charity, and the fight 
of the children at church much delighted me. The Char- 
ter houſe wo is auother noble charity. 

The Guildhall of London is a handſome building, 

adorned with paintings of the meſt Eminent judges of 

England, 
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England, and monuments to perpetuate the memory of 
that illuſtrious ſtateſman William Pitt, earl of Chatham, 
and William Beckford, a diſtinguiſhed patriot. The Royal 
Exchange 1s likewiſe a very fine edifice ; but they ſay the 
ſtatues of the kings and queens there are all ill done, ex- 
cept that of Charles II. in the middle of the area, and 
one or two more, 

| have alſo ſeen Weſtminſter-hall, and the two houſes 
where the Lords and Commons meet. They are by no 
means anſwerable to what I expeQted, though the Houſe 
of Commons 1s the neateſt, and very convenient for hear- 
ing and ſeeing. 

Somerſet Place is a noble new pile of building, erected 
on the ſpot where Somerſet-houſe lately ſtood, Here are 
ſeveral of the offices belonging to government, which, 
from their commodious fituation, and other conveniencies, 
may boaſt a pre- eminence to moſt in Europe. The Trea- 
ſury, a fine new building. Whitehall, whoſe glory is 
the banqueting-houſe, juſtly admired for its architeQure 
by Inigo Jones, and infide painting. by Rubens. It is a 
noble fituation for a palace, which, were it to be 
built like ths, would be the moſt magnificent in the 
world, 

We took coach from hence, and were carried through 
the principal ſquares and buildings about London and 
Weſtminſter, which are highly worth ſeeing; ſuch as 
Lincoln's-inn- fields, St. James's-ſquare, Soho-ſquare, Ha- 
nover-ſquare, Cavendiſh-ſquare, Groſvenor- ſquare, Port- 
land- place, Mancheſter iquare, Portman-ſquare, and Bed- 
ford- ſquare, with the multitude of ſtately buildings, and 
noble ſtreets contiguous to the latter; a ſight worthy of 
admiration. g 

The diverſions of Sadler's-Wells conſiſt of rope- dancing, 
vaulting, muſic, dancing, and pantomime. But the grandeſt 
ſpectacle of all was a repreſentation of their majeſties 
going with the royal family, attended by the nobility, and 
a ſuperb retinue, to the cathedral of St. Paul. Several 
who were preſent at the real proceſſion, declared their ſur- 
prize at the exactneſs of this reſemblance of it. For my 
own part, I was ſo pleaſed, that I hardly regretted being 
abſent on the memorable 23d of April. 

I was equally gratified on another viſit to this place of 
entertainment, by an exhibition of the demolition of the 

Baſtile, 
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Baſtile, and it will ever ſerve to check the ambition and 
oppreſſion of tyrants in general. 
I remain, 
Your datiful Nephew. 


LETTER CCCXXIII.— Trem the ſame, aeſcribing a 
Paſſage down the River, with the Humours of Greenwich 
Park at Holiday- times. 

Honoured Sir, 
very obliging relations, deſirous of gratifying me 
with a view of every thing curious, accompanied 

me laſt Tueſday down the river, on what they call a party 
of pleaſure ; but with deſign principally to ſee Greenwich. 
ork and hoſpital, | 
We took water at the Tower, which I deſcribed in my 
firſt letter. I was much afraid of danger from anchors, 
cables, and ſuch-like, as we paſted by great numbers of 
ſhips, that lay in our way at firſt ſetting out. But aſter— 
wards the river looked very pleaſant, and the number of 
boats all rowing with the tide, made the proſpect very 
agreeable. 

After ſailing a few miles, we came within ſight of the 

dock-yard at Deptford, where ſeveral large ſhips upon the 
Rocks afforded a fine ſight; as the naval ſtrength of Eng- 
land is both its glory and its defence. 
I was highly delighted with the proſpect of the royal 
hoſpital at Greenwich, for ſeamen grown old in the ſer— 
vice of their country. When we landed, we went into 
this fine building ; and in the inſide, every thing, in my 
judgment, was perfectly agreeable to the magnificence of 
the outſide; eſpecially ſince the late repairs and embel- 
liſhments, with the addition of a new and moſt elegant 
chapel. | 

From thence we went into the park, where I beheld 
divers odd ſcenes of holiday folks, Here appeared a rakiſh 
young fellow, with two or three women who looked like 
ſervant maids; the hero delighted, the nymphs ſmiling 
round him—There a careful looking father with his chil- 
dren on each ſide; trains of admiring lovers, ready paired, 
followed one another in thronging crouds to the gate; a 
ſea-officer, with a lady not over-burdened with modeſty by 
her behaviour: A croud of city apprentices, ſome with. 
ſome without their laſſes: Half a dozen beaux ogling en 

they 


. 
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they met; and ſeveral ſeemingly diſconſolate virgins walk- 
ing alone. The concourſe of middling objeas preſſed 
chiefly toward a high hill in the middle of the park; 
where, as they arrived, their buſineſs was to take hold of 
hands, and run down as faſt as poſſible, amidſt the huzza's 
of a multitude of people, who earneſtly expected to ſee 
the women fall, in hopes that their cloaths would not lie ſo 
conveniently, when they were down, as might be wiſhed.- 

This, Sir, is a diverſion you would not expect ſo near 
the polite city of London; but I aſſure you, ſuch a levity 
poſſeſied almoit every body afſembled on this occaſion, as 
made the park, though beautiful in itſelf, no way enter- 
taining to «04 | , 
Your moſt dutiful Nephew. 


LETTER CCCXXIV.—To a C ountry Gentleman, deſeribing 
| a public Execution in London. 
SIR, 


Have this day been ſatisfying a curioſity natural to 
1 many people, by ſeeing an execution at Ty burn: 
That I might the better view the priſoners, and eſcape 
the preſſure af the mob, which is prodigious, nay almoſt 
incredible, if we conſider the frequency of theſe executions 
in London, which are ſeveral times in the year, I mount- 
ed my horſe, and accompanied the melancholy cavalcade 
from Newgate to the fatal tree. The criminals were five 
in number. I was much diſappointed at the unconcern 
and careleſſneſs that appeared in the faces of three of the 
unhappy wretches: the countenances of the other two 
were ſpread with that horror and deſpair which is not to 
be wondered at in men whoſe pericd of Jife-is ſo near, 
with the terrible aggravation of its being haſtened by their 
own voluntary indiſcretion and miſdeeds, The exhorta- 
tion ſpoken by the bell-man, from the wall of St. Sepul- 
chre's church-yard, was well intended, but the noiſe of 


the officers, and the mob, was ſo great. and the idle cu- , 


riofiry of people climbing into the cart to take leave of the 
criminals, made ſuch a confuſed noiſe, that I could not 
hear the words of the exhortation when ſpoken ; though 

they are as follow: 
© All good people, pray * heartily to God for theſe 
poor 


* 
9 


* This letter was written ſome time before the place of execution for 
the County of Middleſex was removed from Ty burn to the Old Bailey 
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poor ſinners, who now are going to their deaths; for 
*« whom this great bell doth toll, > 

* You that are condemned to die, repent with lament. 
able tears. Aſk mercy of the Lord for the ſalvation of 
«© your own ſouls, through the Merits, Death, and Paſ. 
*« fion, of Jeſus Chriſt, who now fits at the Right-hand 

of God, to make interceſſion for as many of you as 
«« penitently return unto him. | 

Lord have Mercy upon you! Chriſt have Mercy upon 
« you !'—Which laſt words the bell-man repeats three 
times. a f 

All the way up Holborn the croud was ſo great, as, at 
every twenty or thirty yards, to obſtruct the paſſage; and 
wine (notwithſtanding a good order againſt that practice) 
was brought the malefactors, who drank greedily of it, 
which I thought did not ſuit well with their deplorable 

circumſtances: after this, the three thoughtleſs young 
men, who at firſt ſeemed not enough concerned, grew 
moſt ſhamefully daring and wanton; behaving them- 
ſelves in a manner that would have been ridiculous in men 
in any circumſtance whatever: they ſwore, laughed, and 
talked obſcenely, and wiſhed their wicked .companions 
r luck, with as much aſſurance as if their employment 
ad been the moſt lawful. Ke 

At the place of execution, the ſcene” grew flill more 
ſhocking ; and the clergyman who attended was more 
the ſubject of ridicule, than. of their ſerious attention. A 
Pſalm was ſung amidſt the curſes and quarrelling of hun- 
dreds of the moſt abandoned and profligate of mankind, 
many of whom were . picking pockets at the ſame time: 
All the whdble preparation of the unhappy wretches ſeems 
to ſerve only for the ſubject of a barbarous kind of mirth, 
"altogether inconſiſtent with humanity. And as ſoon as the 
poor creatures were half dead, I was much ſurpriſed, before 
ſuch a number of peace-officers, to ſee the populace fall to 
- halling and pulling the carcaſes with ſo much-earneſtneſs, 
as to occaſion ſeveral warm rencounters and broken heads. 
Theſe, I was told, were the friends of the perſons exe- 
cuted, or as ſuch, for the ſake of tumult, choſe to appear 
ſo, and ſome perſons ſent. by private ſurgeons to obtain 
bodies for diſſection. The conteſts between theſe were 
fierce and bloody, and frightful to look at; fo that I rode 
back among a large number of people, who had been * 

| : | the 


AND ENTERTAINING LETTERS. 213 


the ſame errand with myſelf. The face of every one ſpoke 
a kind of mirth, as if the ſpectacle they had beheld had 
afforded pleaſure inſtead of pain, which I am wholly un- 
able to account for. | 

In other nations, common criminal executions are ſaid 
to be little attended by any beſide the neceſſary officers, 
and the mourrful friends; but here, all was hurry and 
confuſion, racket and noiſe, praying and oaths, ſwearing 
and ſinging pſalms: I am unwilling to impute this diffe- 
rence 1n our own from the practice of other nations, to 
the cruelty of our natures; to which, foreigners, how- 
ever, to our diſhonour aſcribe it. In moſt initances, let 
them ſay what they will, we are humane beyond what 
other nations can boaſt ; but in this, the behaviour of my 
' countrymen is paſt my accounting for; every ſtreet and 
lane I paſſed through bearing rather the face of holiday, 
than of that ſorrow which lexpectod to ſee, for the un- 
timely deaths of five members of the community, 

One of the bodies was carried to the lodging of his wife, 
who not being in the way to receive it, they immediately 
hawked it about to every ſurgeon they could think of; and 
when none would buy it, they rubbed tar all over it, and 
left in a field hardly covered with earth. 

I afſure you I ſhall not again take ſo much pains to ſee 
another execution, | 

Your's affeQionately. 


I 


LETTER CCCxXV.— Frem a Tradeſman, under Confine- 
ment at the ſuit of a mercileſs Creditor. 


S IR, 


ROM the dreadful effects of the miſeries I have under- 
gone, this may moſt probably be the laſt time I ſhall 

be able to trouble you with a repreſentation of my de- 
plorable ſtate and condition. In a word, the priſo- 
ners are ſo numerous, and the allowance ſo ſcanty, as 
ſcarcely to afford us a mere ſubſiſtence. You cannot charge 
me with extravagance, or neglect of buſineſs. You are the 
ſole creditor that confines and prevents me from exerting 
myſelf in my avocation to do that juſtice I wiſh to do to all 
mankind. Liſten then to the dictates of humanity, and, 
by reſcuing me from impending death, ſecure to yourſelf 
the only means of putting me into a condition of pay- 


10g 


— 
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ing that debt which muſt otherwiſe be foffeited to your 
cruelty. | I am, Sir, 

ot enn 7." Your wretched Supplicant. 


a 


LETTER CCCXXVI.— From a furly old Fellow, on a 
Vifit in London, te a Country Neighbour. 
Neighbour John, 


Mutt defire you to order my folks at home to prepare 
| 1 things for my return, which 1 aſſure you ſhall be as 
ſpeedy as poſſible, being heartily ſick of this town, and 
every object that I beho'd in it. All is puff and parade; 
I cannot pals along the ſtreets without being poiſoned with 
the folly ard impertinence of knaves or 2 One 
recommends to me the peruſal] of a book, of which he 
never read more than the title page, becauſe it was penned 
by a hum drum fellow, that laughs at his dull inſipid jokes, 
and another ſalutes me with a reverend bow, and aſks me the 
time of the day, though I never beheld him before in my 
lite. Ancther profeſſes himſelf my moſt humble ſervant, 
though he weeld not lend me a ſhilling to keep me from 
ſtarving, Ancther aſks me for the loan of a guinea, com- 
p!:menting me as a worthy good-natured gentleman, One 
ſollcits my company at the tavern, another to the play, 
though neither of them know whether I have any reliſh 
for wine or grimace. A third would lure me into a brothel, 
with an aſfurance of finding there one of the lovelieſt crea- 
tyres upon earth, when at the ſame time ie is the efjence 
of every thing deteliavie, and inſtead of inſpiring love, 
fit only to create diſguſt. I was recommended by a doat- 
ing old fool, to go to hear Loftor Drone, merely becauſe 
the Docior was his bot:le-compar,ion z and ſubjected to 
the diſgrace of the congregation, by ſnoring, from the 
effects of his very compoſing difcourſe. In ſhort, I can- 
not be quiet either at home or abroad; nor can I take 
any amuſement, eat, or ſleep, without interruption. For 
want of air I have no appetite; for want of quiet 1 
cannot reſt; and from the continual hurry, noiſe, and 


buſtle, of this execrable town, I do not know whether 


I retain my ſenſes. Indeed, if 1 was to ſtay here much 
longer, | verily believe I ſhould forget my mother-congue, 
if not my own name. Deliver the encloſed to Mrs. 
Truſty, and expect me ſhortly amongit my good coun- 
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try neighbours, that I may enjoy a happy riddance from 
the tireſome Jiſe I have led in this fort of diſtraction, 
noiſe, and nonſenſe. 


— 


IETTER CccxxVII.— Fron 4 Ujurer in the Country, ts 
his Son, in Towne 
Dear Dick, 


HATEV+-R you do, take care not to run into 

the faſhionable mode of expenſive dreſs. Shun 
Jong tailors' bills as you would ſhun a peſtilence. You 
have not worn your laſt ſuit above a year and a half, 
ſo that you may get them turned, and, with new metal 
buttons, they will look. very handſome. I never had a 
ſuit but once in three years, I deſire you would call on 
Mr. Luckleſs, of Gray's-Inn, Mr. Spendall, of the 
Temple, and Mr, Gay leſs, of the Strand, and tell 'em 
i have not civility money, I {hill put into force the 
bonds J have againit them. Be not put oif with the 
fire oily promiſes of Mr. Brilliant, the laceman, but 
touch him at once, and bring an execution. on his body 
an! goods, for you kaow I have a judgement, and that 
will terve both you and me, If you neglect this op— 
portunity, I ſhall loſe two hundred pounds before they 
have brought me fo htile as cent. per cent. Difpatch 
your buſineſs, and haſten to the country, for conkder the 
charges you are liable to in town, as you cannot dine 
ar home, and provifions are ſo dear that a meal at the 
cook's-ſhup cannot fand you in lets than four-pence, 

I am, your loving Father, 
Luks LovecGnp. 


LETTER CCCXXVIII.— 4 Father to a Daughter in Ser- 
vice, on hearing of ber Maſter's attempting her Virtue. 

My dear Daughter, . 
Underſtand, with great grief of heart, that your maſter 
has made ſome attempts on your virtue, and yet that 

you {tay with him. God grant that you have not already 
yielded to his baſe deſires! for when once a perſon has 
fo far forgotten what belongs to himſelf, or his character, 
as to make ſuch an attempt, the very continuance with 
him, and in his power, and under the ſame roof, is an 
encouragement to him to proſecute his detigns. Aud if 
he carries it better, and more civit, at preſent, it is oaly 

5 5 the 


* 
216 FAMILIAR, USEFUL, INSTRUCTIVE, 


the more certainly to undo you when he attacks you next, 
Conſider, my dear child, your reputation is all you have 
to truſt to. And if you have not already, which God for. 
bid ! yielded to him, leave it not to the hazard of another 
temptation ; but come away directly (as you ought to have 
done on your own motion) at the command of 

Your grieved and indulgent Father, 


LETTER CCCXXIX.—The Daughter's Anjwer, 

Honoured Father, 

Received your letter yeſterday, and am ſorry I flaida 
I moment in my maſter's houſe after his vile attempt, 
But he was fo full of his promiſes of never offering the 
like again, that I hoped I might believe him; nor have | 
yet ſeen any thing to the contrary: But am ſo much con- 
vinced, that I ought to have done as you ſay, that I have 
this day left tne houſe, and hope to be with you ſoon after 
you have received this letter. Ref 

Your dutiful Daughter. 


LET'TER CCCXXX.—Humourous Leiter to à Friend, ad- 
i/ang him to turn Quack, 

Dear Jack, 
S a proof of my concern for your misfortunes, ! 
A ſend you the trifle encloſed, and with it a word of 
advice, which I hope you will take in good part: Of all 
the purſuits in life, I know of none more profitable than 
that of Quackery, and particularly ſo in the article of 
phyſic, by which the mereſt blockheads, through dint of 
aſſurance, and of external parade, live in elegance, and 
many of them acquire conſiderable fortunes. Now, as 
vou have a pregnant genius, aided by a liberal education, 
[ think yau might figure away in that capacity with honour 
and profit. With the neceſſary apparatus you may be 
eaſily furniſhed ; theſe conſiſt of a few phy ſick books, a 
collection of recipes, hard terms, and ambiguous phraſes, 
above the comprehenſion of the vulgar. In the wording 
of your bill, you muſt be prolix without meaning, and 


; copious without matter, remembering, that, like the 


lawyer, tautology is the life and ſoul of your profeſſion. In 
a word, take my advice, and I do not know but you may at- 
tain to the dignity of an alderman, if not to that of 2 
member of parliament, » 
| | TI am, your's, &c. 
L E T- 
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UETTER CCCXXXI. -- From a prodigal Spendthrift, to 
his Comrade, on coming into Poſſeſſion of a capital Fortune, 


Dear Jom, 


HK old gentleman, my venerable Sire, has bid 
this world adieu; though, for my own part, I muſt 
ingenuouſly confeſs, I thought his guet rather tardy. 
In lamenting his departure, I ſhould prove myſelf both 
fool and hypocrite, In the firſt inſtance, as from a decay 
of nature, his life could not be expected to be procraticd 
much longer; in the latter, as my finances, Whi h ran 
very ſhort, are by his removal ſo conſiderably augmented. 
His avarice and penury, however, have produced me a 
ood Twenty Thouſand, Friend Tom, and as I find all 
bis ceconomy would not enſure to him a continued enjoy- 
ment of his darling pelf, why here goes for a merry life, 
if not a long one; my joys ſha]l be concentered in jovial 
company, women, and wine, When the funeral rites are 
over, and the forms of law gone through, I ſhall haſten to 
London, that ſeat of pleaſure, and rendezyous of the gay; 
then let the ladies take care of their hearts, for I think my 
elegant perſon, diſplayed to the beſt advantage, with the 
accompanyment of a magnificent carriage, ſplendid retinue, 
& c. will be irreſiſtable. I am determined to adopt the 
good old adage, While we live let us live.“ Never 
to anticipate the ills of age, but enjoy my bottle and my 
friend as long as I am able, and amongſt the reſt none 
more cordially than yourſelf. 
i remain, as ever, your's ſincerely, 
Luke Liveawar, 


—— — 


LETTER CCCXXXII.— 7 4 Friend, difſuading him from 
going to Law. | | 
Dear Sir, 


Am ſorry to hear, that the difference between vou and 

Mr. Archer is at laſt likely to be brought to à law ſuit, 
I wiſh you'd take it into your ſerious conſideration before 
you begin, becauſe it will hardly be in your power to end 
it when you pleaſe. For you immediately pot the matter 
out of your own hands, into the hands of thoſe whoſe 
intereſt it is to protract the ſuit from term to term, and 
who will as abſolutely preſcribe to you in it, as your phy- 
ſician in a dangerous illneſs. | 


The 
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The law, my good friend, I look upon, more than any 
thios, as the proper puniſhment of an over-halty and per- 
verſe ſpirit, as it is a puniſhment that follows an act of a 
man's own ſecking and chufing. You will not conſent, 
F now to ſubmit the matter in diſpute to reference 3 

ot let me tell you, that, after you have expended large 

ſums of money, and ſquandered away a deal of time in 
attendance on your Jawycrs, and preparations for hearing, 
one term after another, you will probably be of another 
mind, and be glad, ſeven years hence, to leave it to that 
arbitration which now you refuſe. He is happy who is 
wiſe by other mens misfortunes“, ſays the common adage ; 
and why, when you have heard from all your acquain- 
cance, ho have tryed the experiment, what a grievous 
thing the law 15, will you, notwithitanding, pay {or that 
viſiom, which you may have at the colt of others ? 

Phe repreſentation that was once hung up as a ſign in 
the Rolls liberty, on one fide, of a man all in rags, wring- 
jag his hands, with a label, importing, That he had aft 
{is ſuit ; and on the other, a man that had not a rag let:, 
bat fark naked, capering and triumphing, That ve H 
corry'a his cauſe 3 was a fine emblem of going to law, and 
ine infaruating madneſs of a litägious ſpirit. 

How excellent to this purpoſe is the advice of our 
bleed SaviouR, rather than ſeek this redreſs againſt any b 
who would even take one's coat, to give him his cloak al/a \ 
For, beices the chriſtian doctrine inculcated by this pre- 
cept, it will be found, as the law is managed, and che 
uncertaimy that attends, even in the beſt- grounded liti- 
Zations, that ſuch a pacifick ſpirit may be deemed the only 
way to preferve the reſt of one's garments, and to prevent 
being ri pt to the ſkin. . 

Vat prudent man would ruth into a proceed- 
ing where his property may depend, perhaps, on a 
p11 jared evidence (wearing whatever will do for his ſub- 
ora%e's purpoſe! Where the tricks and miſtakes of prac- 
tiers, and want of trifling forms, may nonſuft you ! 
Where Jeaths of perſons made parties to the ſuit, may 
cauſe all to begin again! what wiſe man would ſubject 
iimicl{to the vexations and common incidents in the la, 
it he could any way avoid it; together with the intole- 
rable cxpences and aticniance> conſ:quent On A law-ſuit? 
Leſides the fears, ine cares, the anxicties, that 8 

with 


AND ENTERTAINING LETTERS. 215 


with every term, and engtoſs all a man's thoughts; where 
legal proofs mult be given to the plaineſt fats; that a 
living man is living, and identically himſelf; and that 
2 dead man is dead, and buried by certificate; where evi- 
dence mult be brought at a great expence to hands and 
ſeals affixed to deeds and receipts, that never were before 


queſtioned, till a cauſe ſhall be ſplit into ſeveral under- 


ones; theſe tryed term by term; and years elapſe 
before the main point comes to be argued, though origi- 
nally there was but one ſingle point, as you apprehended, 
in the queſtion. As to the law part only, obſerve the pro- 
ceſs; Firit, comes the Declaration ; 2dly, a Plea; 3dly, 
Demurrer to the Plea; gthly, a Joinder in Demurrer; 

;thly, a Rejoinder ; Hthly, a Sur-rejoinder ; which ſome- 
times is concluſive, ſometimes to begin all over again. 
Then may ſucceed tryals upon the law part, and tryals up- 


on the equity part; oftentimes new tryals, or Re-hearings ; 
and theſe followed by Writs of Error. 


Then you may be plunged intc-the gulf of Chancery, 


where you begin with Bills and Anſwers, containing hun- 
dreds of ſheets at exorbitant prices, fifteen lines in a ſheet, 
and ſix words in a line (and a ftamp to every ſheet) bare- 
tacedly ſo contrived to pick your pocket. Then follow 
all the train of Examinations, Interrogatories, Exceptions, 
Bills amended, References for ſcandal and impertinence, 
tre Allegations, new Interrogatories, new Exceptions, 
en pretence of inſufficient anſwers, Replies, Rejoinders, 
and Sar-rejoinders; till, at laſt, when you have danced 
through this bleſſed round of Preparation, the Hearing be- 
fore tne Maſter of the Rolls comes next ; Appeals follow 
from his Honour to the Chancellor; then from the Chan- 


cellor to the Houſe of Lords; and ſometimes the parties 


ue ſent down from thence for a new tryal in the courts be- 
low. — Good Heavens! What wiſe man, permit me to re- 
peat, would enter himſelf into this confounding circle of 
the law, 

hope, dear fir, you will think of this matter moſt de- 
liberately, and believe me, 


Your fncere Friend and Servant. 


K 2 COMPLI- 
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COMPLIMENTARY CARDS. 


OMPLIMENTARY Cards ſhould always be ſhort, 

eaſy, and conſiſtent with politeneſs, They ſhould 

—_— but one ſubject, and that expreſſed with elegance 
and eaſe, 


MISS AIRY's reſpectful compliments to Lady Blond, 
entreats the honour of her company this afternoon to Tea 
and Coffee, 2 5 

Tueſaay Morn. * | 
LADY BLOND's compliments to Miſs Airy, is happy 
to accept her polite invitation. = 
T ue/day Noon. 
MRS. JOHNSON's compliments to Miſs Watſon, hopes 
ſhe got ſafe home, and is in health, after the' fatigue of 
ſetting up fo late. 
Wedneſday More. 3 

MISS WATSON's compliments to Mrs. Johnſon, got 
home perfectly ſafe, and is extremely well; returns reſpect- 
ful thanks for her obliging enquiries. 

Wedne/day, 2 & Clock. - 1 

LORD AIRY's compliments to Sir John Bright, ſhould 
eſteem it as a favour to be obliged with his company to 
take an airing to Kew—the chariot to be at the door at 
three. X 

Friday Noon, bo 

SIR JOHN BRIGHT'"s reſpectful compliments to Lord 
Airy, will be happy to attend his Lordſhip punctually at 
the time. | 

Friday, 1 Clock. 

MISS SPINNET's compliments, ſhould be glad of Miſs 

Guittar's company to pick a bit of dinner with her, 
Saturday, 8 Clock. | 

MISS GUITT AR's compliments, will not fail to wait 

upon Miſs Spinnet. 
Saturday, 10 O Clacł. 

MRS. SHADWELi1,'s compliments to Miſs Cloudy, 
ſhould be glad of. her agreeable company to paſs the 
afternoon. 

10 Clock Morn, 
: MISS 
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MISS CLOUDY's compliments to Mrs. Shadwell, can- 
not have the pleaſure of accepting her agreeable invitation, 
being engaged in a party to the Muſeum. 

Clock Morn. 

LORD HAIRBRAIN's compliments to Mr. Sparrow, 
ſhould be glad of his company in the evening to Vauxhall. 

 Thur/day, 4 Clock, 

MR. SPARROW's reſpectful compliments to Lord 
Hairbrain, muſt deny himſelf the pleaſure of attending his 
Lordſhip, being already engaged in a party to Ranelagh. 

Thurſday, 5 Clock. 

MR. GOODWIN's compliments wait on Miſs Drury, 
to requeſt the favour of being her partner to-morrow even- 
ing at the aſſembly. 

MISS DRURY's compliments to Mr. Goodwin, ac- 
quaints him that ſhe is engaged, 
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The PETITIONER's INSTRUCTOR. 
$ Petitions are in general addreſſed to perſons of ſu- 
perior rank or fortune, their compaſs ſhould be as 
ſhort, and their form as ſtriking as poſſible, The main 
points are to repreſent the diſtreſſed ſtate of the petitioner, 
and appeal to the humanity of the perſon addieſſed, in ſuch 
manner as to obtain the deſired relief. 
tet the writer be careſal to place the 1ntzoduRery ſupers 
ſcription and addreſs, at a conſiderable diſtance from the 
body of the petition, and the concluding prayer likewiſe 
ſhould never be crowded near the preceding words, | 


— * 


— » 


PETITIONS. 
From a Perſon under Sentence of Death for à Robbery or à 


urglary, 5 


* 


To the KING's Moft Excellent Majeſty. 
The humble Petiticn of M. N. 


Ne reſpretfully Sheawerh, | 


HAT your Majeſty's moſt unhappy petitioner was 

convicted in May ſeſſions, for aving com- 
mitted a robbery, (or burglary) and received ſentence of 
death accordingly ; but a the known benevolence of 
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vour Majeſty's diſpoſition, he humbly preſumes to throw 
himſelf at your feet, and hopes to experience that royai 
elemercy which has ſo often been extended to dry the tears 
of diſtreſs, 


He is truly ſenſible of the enormity of his crimes, a 


| fincere penitent for having committed them; and hopes, 


through your Majeſty's humane conſideration, to make 


awends for his paſt tranſgreſſions, by being a grateful] 


ſabje&t, an uſeful member of ſociety, a comfort to his 


friends, and a credit to himſelf, in any part of your 


Majeſty's dominions which in your royal wiſdom you may 


pleaſe to appoint, 


Your Mzjeity's petitioner hath * ſix children, and a wife 
at pieſent pregnant, he therefore humbly implores your 
Najelty's compaſſion to be extended to a miſerable huſband, 
an anhappy father, and a penitent ſinner. And that con- 
cord may dwell in your Mcjeſty's councils, bleſungs await 
your family, and proſperity attend your reign, 

Your Majeſty's humble petitioner, as in duty bound, 

will ever pray Þ. 
From a decayed Tradeſman, to the Preſident and Governors 
of Chriſt's Hoſpital, for the Aamiſian of a Boy on that 


Foundation, 


The humble Pelitizn of A. B. 
Cheat eth, 

n your petitioner has lived many years in cre- 

I dit, but th.ough long ſickneſs, and many loſſes in 
trade, is unable to beitow upon his youngeſt ſon an edu- 
caticn ſuitable to qualify him for an honeſt employment, 
by which he might become uſcful in ſociety. That your 
Petitioner 15 a freeman of the city of London, and while 
1n.proſperity ſerved all the othces in his pariſh. That his 
other children are ſo far grown up, as to be already bound 
apprentices to different trades, without ever having any 
alliſtance either from public or private Charities, That 
your petitioner would not have made this requeit, had he 
not been impelled by the greateit neceſſity. That your 


petitioner has nothing more to ſubſiſt on, but what he earns 
| by 


* This part, when requitite, to be omitted. 
+ With the alteration of. a few words, the ſame petition will ſerve 
for either lex. 
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by his daily labour, and which is ſcarce ſufficient to pro- 3 
cure him the neceſſaries of life. I, coniideration ot 
which he humbly begs your honcuis will oe picaica to ake a 
the premiſes into confideration, and admit à friendicis 
boy on your foundation. 
And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, fholl ever pray. 


_——_———__———_—__ — — — — — — — | 


From a poor Woman, whoje Huſband <was lately dead, Jol. 
citing for a weekly Penſion from the Parij. 
To the Minfler, Church-wardens, and Over/eers of the 
Pariſh of B. 


The humble Pebitien of A. B. 
Sheawweth, 
HAT your ' petitioner's late hüuſband was a labo-. 
rious and induſtrious honeſt man: that he was boch 
birth and ſervitude one of your parithioners. That 
whilſt he enjoyed his health, it was his conſtant practice 
to do every thing in his power {or the ſuppo-t of his fa— 
ny: that he was lately {-ized with a violent fever, which, 
after two werks illneſs, terminated in bis death. Ihat 
your petitioner was left entirely deſtitute, with three kelp- 
leſs children: that your petfitioner is willing to do every 
thing in her power towards their ſuppert by her own. la- 
bour; hut that being ib ſaſſicient, ſhe has preſumed to pre- 
ſeut a flate of her caſe to you, humbly praying that a 
ſmall matter may be allowed her weekly, which, with the 
profits ariſing from her labour, will enable her to bring 
up her Children uſeful members of ſociety, 
And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, Gall ever pray. 


— 


To the Right Honourable the Firff Lord Commiſſioner of the 
Treaſury, fer a Tide Waiter's Place in the Cuflom- Houſe. 
To the Right Honourable the Firſt Lord Commiſſioner of the 
| Treaſury. f 
The humble Petilion of A. B. 


Shewweth, 
HAT your petitioner had the misfortune to be 
brought up in a trade, which at pre ſent is ſo bad 
that few hands are employed in it, andeven thoſe can ſcarce 
procure a ſubſiſtence. That your petitioner has ſought for 
every opportunity to obtain employment in vain, and at 
preſent is left in a very diſtreſſed condition. That your 


4 petitioner 


—— 
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petitioner being deſirous to apply himſelf to ſome uſeful 


employment, and finding that ſome tide-waiters are at pre- 


{ent wanting on the river, has, with the greateſt humility, 
preſumed to beg of your lordſhip to be employed as one, 
He is ready to produce proofs of his ability to diſcharge 
the duty of that ſtation, and if ſo happy as to ſeem 
worthy of your lordſhip's notice, he ſhall, on all occaſions, 
obſerve the {trifteit fidelity, and make it appeat to the world 
that he has not been unworthy of your favour. 
And, as in duty beund, fhall ever pray. 


— ä —— — — —Xꝓ.t, —— —— — ꝗ— — — — 


F a poor reduced Wideaw, to a Lady, wb wow ſhe had 


livcd as a Servant. 


The bumble Petition of A, B. 
. Sheereeh, - EF 
HAT your petitioner was formerly one of your do- 
meſtie ſervants, in the character 3 
that Me was married from your Ladyſhip's houſe to John 
Porter, a victualler, at the fign of the Red-lion, in T'hrift- 
ſtreet: that your petitioner's huſband lately died inſolvent, 
and left your petitioner with five young children, helpleſs 
and unproviced for: that your petitioner being well con- 
viaced of your Ladyſhip's great goodneſs, has preſumed 
to approach you 1n this manner, earneſtly praying thac 
your ladyſhip will deign to look with compaſſion on a 
d iſtreſſed widow, and take under your kind protection one 
or more of her helpleſs children, ſo as they may be brought 
up in the paths of virtue, 
And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


To the India Company, from a young Gentleman, to be Surgeon's 
Mate on board one of their ſhips. 


To the Chairman and Directors of the Honourahle United 
Eaft-India Company. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, 

HAT your petitioner ſerved an apprenticeſhip to an 
eminent ſurgeon in the country, and afterwards at- 
tended the practice of the different hoſpitals in London ; 
that having bcen examined at the company's hall, he 
was diſcharged with a certificate of his ability to exerciſe 


the profeſſion of a ſurgeon, either at home or 2 
at 
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That your petitioner being young, would willingly ſpend 
ſome part of his time in viſiting different nations, parti- 
cularly the Eaſt-Indies, in order to make himſelf ac- 
quainted with the diſorders peculiar to theſe climates : 
that not having it in his power to go at his own expence, 
he has preſumed to ſlicit the honourable directors to be 
admitted as ſurgeon, or ſurgeon's mate, on board of one 
of their outward-bound ſhips; and as he preſumes that his 
abilities will be found ſufficient for the diſcharge of his duty, 
ſo likewiſe it ſhall be his principal ſtudy to treat every one 
of the patients committed to his care with the greateſt hu- 
manity. That your petitioner ſhall, in all things, con- 
form to the rules preſcribed for his conduct, and if ſo happy 
as to ſucceed, ſhall, 
As in duty bound, ever pray. 


From an aged and decayed Tradeſman, to bs admitted a Pen- 


fioner in the Charter- Houſe. 
To the Right Honourable the Governors of the Charter- Houſes 


The humble Petitioner of A. B. 
Sheaveth, | 

HAT your petitioner has lived many years in credit 

as a grocer, and brought up a large family of cnil- 
dren : that having been afflicted with long illneſs, his 
buſitiefs was utterly neglected ; which, by many other 
loſſes, he was obliged to let his ſhop, after having paid 
all his juſt debts ; that your petitioner being not only deſ- 
titute of all manner of employment, but alſo in great want 


of every neceſſary of life, he humbly begs to be admitted 


a penſioner in the Charter Houſe. 
And, as in duty bound, will ever pray. 


From a poor difireſſed Man, to a Gentleman in the Jams 
Neig beurhood. 


To R. B. Eis. 
The humble Petition of Oliver Shenſton. 


Thewweth, 

| HAT your petitioner was brought up to the trade of 
T a cabinet maker, and by conſtant application to bu- 

fineſs was able to ſupport himſelf, together with a wife 


and four children, That about fix months ago your pe- 
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titioner was ſeized with a ſevere illneſs, which has confined 
bim to his bed ever ſince. That during that time he was 
obliged to pawn his cloaths, and every neceſſary, in order 
to procure a ſubſiſtence for himſelf and family. That 
being ſtill in a languiſhing condition, and deſtitute of 
every manner of ſubſiſtence, he has ventured, in great 
humility, to lay his diſtreſſed caſe before you. The 
ſmalleſt matter for an immediate ſupport will be ever 
gratefully acknowledged, 
And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From a Tradeſman under great Difficulties, to his principal 
Creaitors, for a Letter of Licence, 


To E. R. G. 8. 


The humble Petition of A. B. | 
Sheweth, 


HAT your petitioner has long carried on buſineſs, 


and brought up a numerous family : that having 
lately truſted goods to a conſiderable amount, to a perſon 
in whom he placed the greateſt confidence, he ſoon after 
became inſolvent, and he was obliged to ſtop payment: 
that altho' his debts are but ſmall ſums, yet being liable 
to be arreſted, and confined in priſon, he has taken this 
method of applying to you his worthy creditors : that from 
a review of his conduct ever ſince you have known him, 
ke preſumes you are convinced of bis integrity and honour : 
that your petitioner having hopes of retrieving his loſſes in 
a I'tile time, moſt humbly begs that you will be pleaſed 
to ſign the incloſed letter of licence, by which your pe- 
titioner will be enabled to follow his buſineſs without 
Interruption. 
Aud, as in duty bound, he will cer pray. 
„„ See Kae en | £4 
From an unjoriunate young Woman, to be admitted into the 
Magdalen. 
To the Rioht Iinourable the Preſident and Governors of the 
Magdalen, for tre Reception e penttent Proſiitutes. 
The tumbis Petition of A. B. 
Sheets, | 
HAT your petitioner had the misfortune to be ſe— 
| duced by a young man under promiſe of marriage, 


although he agerwards deſerted her: that your petitioner | 


being 
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being with child, was diſcharged from her ſervice, and 
aſhamed to return to her relations: that being admitted 
into one of the iying-in-hoſpitals, ſhe was delivered of 
a dead child. That finding her character was ruined, ſhe 
unhap-1ly contracted an acquaintance with ſome women of 
the town, who led her into all manner of debauchery : 
that being truly ſenſible of her guilt, and willing to re- 
turn to the paths of virtue, ſhe has preſumed to apply to 
your worſhips, humbly praying that ſhe may be admitted 
on your foundation, and ſolemnly promiſes that her liſe 
{hall be uniformly virtuous. 
And, as in duty bound, will ever proy., 
{rim a Mechanic, to the / ruflees of a Charity-Schos!, in Le- 
half of a Boy. 
To the Truſtees of the Pariſh of St. Clement's. 
The humble Petition of George Brown. 
Serve h, 

1 your petitioner was brought up to the trade 

of a buckle maker: that he has followed that em- 
ployment in your pariſh theſe ten years, and behaved him - 
telt ſoberly and honeſtly : that your petitioner has a large 
family of children, and his principal defire is to fee them 
brought up as uteful members of ſociety : that the ſmall 
ſum he receives as wages tor his work, is not ſuſiicient for 
ſo beneficial a ruipoſe; and knowing that your ſchool 
1s eltabliſhed fer in{ttucting the children of the indui- 
tribus poor, he humbly prays that his ſon; a boy of ſix 
years of age, m y be admitted, in order to qualify him 
for fur” uictul employment. 
And m ur Petisioner, as in duty bound, ſpall ever pray. 


—_— 


From a Pryoner for a jmail Debt, to a Gentleman celebrated 

for his Humanity. 

To G. E. E/. 

The humble Petition of A. B. 

 $heaveth, | 
Fi, lIAT your petitioner has laboured many years to 
1 provide ſor a family of young children: that hav— 
ivg been ſome wecks out of employment, he was obliged 
to contract a ſmell debt at a chandler's ſhop: that your 
etitioner intended to pay it as foon as he poſſib!) coule, 
bo his inexorable creditor ſent him a ſummons o the 
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of procuring a ſubthence, but by applying to your honour 
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county court, and took out an execution againſt him, 
ard he is now a priſoner in Newgate, and his children 
ſtarving for want of bread : that your petitioner has often 
heard of your great goodneſs to your fellow-creatures in 
diiireſs, The whole debt and coſts for which he is con- 
fined, does not exceed forty ſhillings; and if you will be 
plealed to interpoſe ſo far in his favour to ſet him at liberty, 
ard reitore him to his family, his future life ſhall be one 
continued act of gratitude. 
And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From a diſabled Seaman, ts be admitted on the C het at Chatham. 
To the Honeurable the Commiſſioners of the Na 
T he humble Petition of A. B. 


Shewweth, 
HAT your petitioner ſerved ten years on board the 
Dreadnought, where he received a wound in his 
ſhoulder, which occaſioned his being diſcharged, and 
when he returned to his native country, he found him- 
ſelf unable to work for his living: that having faithfully, 
and at the hazard of his lite, ſerved his king and country, 
he hambly hopes that your honours will conſider him as 
a fit object of being admitted as a penſioner on the ſeamen's 
cheſt at Chatham. 
And your Puitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


- 


©, — 


From a diſbanded old Soldier, to be admitted into Chelſea 
Hefpital. 


Toa the Heoncurable Lieutenant-General B. Governor of 
Chel/ca, fc. 


The humble Petition of A. B. 

Sheawerh, 
"HAT your petitioner ſerved twenty years as a private 
centinel in the twelfth regiment of foot, and dur- 
ing the whole time behaved as became a good ſoldier: that 
he was in every engagement during the laſt war in America; 
and alihough he did not receive any wounds, yet when 
te returned to his native country, his health was ſo much 
impai ed, that the commanding officer was obliged to diſ- 
charge him from the regiment: that your petitioner, not 
having been brought up to any trade, he has no other way 
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to be admitted either as an in or out- penſioner on the royal 
foundation at Chelſea. 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


Frem a poor Citizen, to be admitted into Bancrof!s Almns- 
Houſes. 


To the Warſhipful the Truſtees of Bancroft's Alms-Houſes. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheawwet h, 


18 your petitioner is a native of London, where 
he ſerved his apprenticeſhip, and afterwards carried 
on buſineſs for himſelt; but by a variety of loſſes is now 
reduced, in his old age, to ſolicit the relief of ſome public 
charity: that hearing there is at preſent a vacancy in your 
alms-houſes, he humbly begs to be admitted as one of your 
ä being well convinced your worſhips will find 
im a proper object of charity, 
And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, all ever pray. 


— 


From a poor Woman, to the Churchwardens of C. for the 
Chriſtimas Bounty of Coals. 


To the Churchwardens of C. 
The bumbhle Petition of A. B. 


Sheweth, 


HAT your petitioner was left a widow with two 

children, whom ſhe has continued to ſupport by 

her labour. That it has long been the practice of this pa- 

riſh to give coals, &c. to the induſtrious poor at this ſevere 

| ſeaſon; and as your petitioner has never troubled the pa- 

riſh for any thiag before, ſhe humbly prays that you wall 
conſider her as an object of charity. 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From a Vinner's Widow, to be admitted into the Company's 


Alms- Houſes. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


Sherweth, ok 
HAT your petitioner's late huſband lived in great 
credit in Cheapſide, and was free of your company 
many years: that he died in very low circuinſtances, and 
left your petitioner, in. her old age, wholly unprovided 
for; that ygur petitioner is at pteſent utterly dettirute C 
* > 
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all the neceſſaries of life, and therefore humbly begs to be 
admitted into your alms-houſes, 


And your Petitioner, os in duty bound, ſhall ever pray, 


— 
2 


From a Sailor, late in the Merchants Service, to be admitted 
as a Penſioner. | 


To the Directors of the Office for wounded Seamen in the 


Merchants Serwice, 


The humble Petition of A. B. 


. Sheweth, 
HAT your petztioner ſerved as a ſeaman on board 
the ſhip Nightingale, trading to the Levant; that 

your petitioner continued near twenty years in the faid 
ſervice, until he was diſabled by a fall from the mizen- 
maſt, by which one of his arms was broken, and other- 
wiſe ſo much bruiſed, that he is utterly incapable of 
going to ſea: that not having been brought up to any 
other employment, and deſtitute of every neceſſary of 


life, he humbly begs to be admitted as one of your 


penſioners, 
And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


From a poor | Sailor's Sifter, praying that his Daughter 
| might be admitted into the Ajylum. 


To the Right Honourable the Preſident and Vice-Preſiaents if 
the Ajylum for Orphans, 


The humble Petition of C. O. 
Shewweth, 

I HAT your petitioner is the ſiſter of O. late mariner 
on board his mzjeſty's ſhip the Medway : that your 
petitioner's brother was killed on board the ſaid ſhip, 
fighting in defence of his majeity's perſon and government: 
that your petitioner had the misfortune to be left with his 
infant daughter, whom ſhe has by her labour ſupported 
till this me: that your petitioner is earneltly deſirous 
that the child might receive ſuch an education as would 
qualify her for an uſeful member of ſociety; and as it is 
not now in her power, from long lamenets, to be at that 
expence, ſhe humbly prays that his daughter, who 15 now 
ſeven years of age, may be admitted as one of thc orphans 

of your foundation. 1 oy, 
And pour Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſpall ever prog: 
rom 
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From a Perſon afflited with Illneſs, to be admitted into an 
Hefpit al. 
To the Preſident and Governors of St. Thomas's Heſpital. 


The humble Petition of A. B. 
Sheweth, 


HAT your petitioner has long been afflicted with a 

1 ſevere illneſs, and having ſpent all he could procure 
in paying for medicines, is ſtill in the ſame unhappy con- 
dition as before; nor does he conceive any hopes of re- 
covery, unleſs he is admitted as a patient in your hoſpital? 
that your petitioner is a real object of charity, and humbly 
begs to be taken under your care. 


And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


—ä —— — << — — —— 


From a poor la bouring Man, who had been impreſſed for Sea 
| Service, 


To the Right Honourable the Lords of the Admiralty. 
The humble Petition of A. B. 


— CR OC. 


Sheweth, VS 
HAT your petitioner, a poor hard working induſ- 


trious man, has a wife and four children, who have 


nothing to ſubſiſt on but your peritioner's wages as a jour- 
ney man carpenter: that your petitioner, laſt night return- 
ing from his work to his family, was liopped by a preſs- 
gang, and carryed on board a tender in the river, where 
he now is: that being utterly ynacquainted with the ſea, 
and as inevitable ruin will be the conſ{-quence to his fa- 
mily, he earneſtly begs that your lordſhips will order him 
to be diſcharged. 


And your Petitioner, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray. 


K— 


From a poor Mas. aubeſe Goods had be n ſeized for Rent, 


10 à worthy Gentleman in the ſame Neighbourhood, 
| To R. D. E/7. 


| | T he humble Petition of A. B. 
Shewweth, | 


2 your petitioner has always laboured hard to 
L ſupport his family. That his wife, and two of his 
children, having been long confined to a fick bed, run him 


to ſo much expence, that he had it not in his power to pay 
his landlord half a year's rent due laſt quarter-day. That 


your 
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your petitioner's landlord came yeſterday and ſeized his 
goods, and unlefs redeemed in five days, they will be ap- 
praiſed and ſold. That your petitioner has often heard of 
your great humanity to the afflicted, and humbly begs that 
you will ſo far interpoſe, as to fave a poor honeſt man and 
his family from being turned into the ſtreets, 

And, as in duty bound, ſhall ever pray, 


FORMS OF LAW, Se. 
Having preſented our Readers with Letters on the moſt in- 


portant Concerns in Life, and Forms for writing Compli- 
mentary Cards, together with a great Variety of Petitions, 
from People in lower, or middling States of Life, to thoje 
in higher Stations, wwe have here added ſome uſeſul Forms 
in Law, Juch as Bonds, Wills, &c.] 


A BOND. 
Ku all men by theſe preſents, that I John Jonet, 


of the Parifh of St. Martin, in the county of Midale- 


/ex, gentleman, am held and firmly bound to John Dawis, 
of the ſaid county of Middle/ex, Eſq. in the penal ſum of 
two hundred pounds of good and lawful money of Great- 


Britain, to be mg to the ſaid John Davis, or to his cer- 


tain attorney, his executors, adminiſtrators, or ailigns; 
for the true payment whereof I bind myſelf, my heirs, 
executors, nd dminiſtrators, firmly by theſe preſents, 
ſealed with my ſeal. Dated this ſecond day of December, 
in the year of the reign f our ſovereign 
lord George the Third, by the grace of God of Great- 
Britain, France, and Ireland, king, deiender of the faith, 
and ſo forth, and in the year of our Lord one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and The condition of this 
obligation is ſuch, That if the above bounden John Jenes, 
his heirs, executors, or adminiſtrators, do well and truly 
pay, or Caude to be paid to the above-named John Davis, 
his executors, adminiſtrators, or aſſigns, the full ſum of 
one hundred pounds, of good and lawiul money of Great» 


Britain, on the firſt day of September next enſuing the date 
| hereof, 


1 
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hereof, with lawful intereſt, then this obligation to be 


; 
void, or elſe to remain in full force, 
| Jonn Jonas» 
Signed, ſealed, and delivered, 
in the preſence of us, being 
firft duly Rampeds 
W:irtiam Dur, 3 | 


| | RichARD WRITE. | ' 
„„ When a bond is given, double the ſum of the -Þ 
value received is mentioned in the obligatory part, and | 
the real ſum meant to be ſecured is inſerted in the eondt- | 
tion. 


nn. "OY mc —  — 


—{_ 


LETTER or ATTORNEY. ; 


NOW all men by theſe preſents, that I Thomas Browns 
of Highgate, in the county of Middle/ex, gentleman, þ 
/ 


(for divers conſiderations and good cauſes me hereunto 
moving) have made, ordained, conſtituted, and appointed, 
and by theſe preſents do make, ordain, conſtitute and ap- 
point, my truſty friend John White, of London, gent. my 
true and lawful attorney, for me, in my name, and to my- 
uſe to aſk, demand, recover or receive, of and from A. B. 
of Brentford, in the ſaid county, the ſum of any pounds; 
giving, and by theſe preſents granting to my ſaid attorney, 
my rote and full 755 aud authöfrity, 0 us, purſue, and 
follow ſuch legal courſes, for the recovery, receiving, and 
obtaining of the ſame, as I myſelf might or could do, were 1 
I perſonally preſent; and upon the receipt of the ſame, | 
acquittances, and other ſufficient diſcharges, for me, and | 
in my name, to make, ſign, ſeal, and deliver; as alſe | 


one more attorney, or attornies under him, to ſubſtitute or 
appoint, and again at his pleaſure to revoke; and further | 
to do, perform, and finiſh for me, and in my name, all and . 
ſingular thing and things, which ſhall or may be neceſſary, 
and entirely as I the ſaid Thomas Brown, in my own | 
erſon, ought or could do in and about the ſame: ratify- F 
ing, allowing, and confirming, whatſoever my ſaid attor- Z 
ney ſhall lawfully de, or cauſe to be done, in and about 
the execution of the premiſes, by virtue of theſe preſents : 
In witneſs whereof, I have hereunta ſet my hand and ſeal, 
the firit day of November, in the year 
of the reign of our ſovereign lord George the Third, * 
| A 


bs 
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the grace of God, of Great- Britain, France, and Ireland, 


qefenger oi tne nantng and in the year ot our Lord God 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and 


Thomas Brown, 
Signed, fealed, and delivered, 
in the Preſence of us, 


Ricyuard EnwarDs, 
CHarkLEs SMITH. 


* 


* ii. 


— 


A Letter of Attorney by a Seaman; or a Milland Poauer. 


KOW all men by theſe preſents, that I John Fore- 
. caſtle, mariner, now belonging to his majeſty's ſhip 
the Terrible, for divers good cauſes and conſiderations me 
thereunto moving, have, and by theſe preſents do make my 
truſty friend, (or beloved wife) Thomas Truly, citizen and 
baker of London, my true and lawful attorney, for me, 
and in my name, and for my uſe, to aſk, demand, and 
receive, of and from the right honourable the treaſurer, or 
pay-maſter of his majeſty's navy, and commiſſioners of 


prize- money, and whom elſe it may concern, as well all 


tuch wages, and pay, bounty-money, prize-money, and 
all other ſum and ſums of money whatſoever, as now are, 
and which hereafter ſhall and may be due, or payabie unto 


me; alſo all ſuch penſions, ſalaries, ſmari- money, or all 


a 
other mo» 


ey or things whatſoever, which now are, or at any 
time hereafter ſhall or may be due unto me, for my ſervices 
or otherwiſe, in any one of his majeſty's ſhip or ſhips of war, 


frigates or veſſels: Giving and hereby granting, unto my ſaid 


attorney, full and whole power, to take, purſue, and fol- 
low, ſuch legal ways and courſes, for the recovery, re- 
ceiving, and obtaining, and diſcharging upon the ſaid 


- ſum or ſums of money, or any of them, as | myſelf might 


or could do, were I perſonally preſent; and I do kereby 
ratify, allow, and confirm, all and whatever my ſaid attor- 
ney ſhall lawfully do, or cauſe to be done, and about the 
execution of the premiſes, by virtue of theſe preſents ; in 
witneſs whereof, I have hereunto ſet my hand and {ſeal this 

ſecond day of November, one thouſand ieven hundred and 
1 Joux Fox E CASTLE. 
Signed, ſealed, and delivered, | | 

in the preſence of * 

. D. 
A WILL. 
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In the name of God, Amen. The third day of Oæktober, 
ene thouſand ſeven hundred and —— 


Richard Jones, of the pariſh of St. Bride, in the city 
1 of London, grocer, being in health of body, and of 
ſound mind and memory, do make this my laſt will and 
teſtament, at the ſame time utterly revoking alf former 
wills made by me, declaring this to be my*laſt will and teſ- 
tament, 8 " > 44.3 00 
Firſt, I give and bequeath to my ſiſter, Mary Jones, the 
ſum of one hundred pounds. To my ſiſter, Anne Jones, 
ninety pounds. To my brother, Henry Tones, one 
hundred and fifty pounds. To my brother, David Jones, 
fifty pounds. To my nephew, James Jones, thirty pounds, 
and to my two executors, twenty pounds each for their 
trouble. And la, after all my juſt debts are paid, I 
give and bequeath the whole reſt and reſidue of my eſtates, 
whether real or perſonal, and all my ſtock in trade, and 
every thing I am poſſeſſed whatſoever or whereſoever, to 
my ſon, Richard jones. Een gd 
At the ſame time I do appoint Mr. George Wil/on, 
draper, and Mr. Robert Brown, mercer, of the ſame pa- 
riſh, joint executors of this my laſt will and teſtament, to 
which I have hereunto ſet my hand and ſeal, this firſt of 
March, in the year of our Lord, one thouſand ſeven hun- 
dred and ninety-two, | : 
| RIchARD Jones... 
Signed, ſcalud, and delivered, in 
preſence of us, 
Jonx Bow, 
WILLIAM \zREEN, 
Henry Ovek TON. 


An INDENTUR&. for an APFVAENTICE. 

HIS indenture witneſſeth, That W:!l:am White, fon of 
John White, late of Epſom, in the county of Surry, 

hath put himſelf, and by theſe preſents doth voluntarily, 


and of his own free will and accord, put himielf apprentice 
to John Green, citizen and linen draper of London, to learn 


G _ 


— 


his art, trade, or myſtery, after the manner of an appren- 


tice, to ſerve him from the day of the date hereof, for and 
during the full term of ſeven years next enſuing ; during 


all 


: 
by 
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all which time he the ſaid apprentice his ſaid maſter ſhall 
faithfully ſerve, his ſecrets keep, his lawful commands 
every where gladly obey. He ſhall do no damage to his 
ſaid maſter, nor ſee it to be done by others, without letting 
or giving notice thereof to his ſaid maſter. He ſhall not 
waſte his ſaid maſter's goeds, nor lend them unlawfully to 
others, He ſhall not commit fornication, nor contract 
matrimony within the ſaid term. At cards, dice, or any 
unlawful game, he ſhall not play, whereby his ſaid maſter 


may be-damaged. With his own goods, or goods of others 


during the term, without licence of his ſaid maſter, he ſhaft 
neither buy nor fell, He ſhall not abſent himſelf day nor 
night from his ſaid maſter's ſervice, without his leave, nor 
haunt alehouſes, taverns, or play-houſes ; but in all things 
behave himſelf as a faithful-apprentice ought to do, during 
the ſaid term, And the lac maſter ſhall uſe the utmoſt of 
his endeavours to teach, or cauſe to be taught and in- 
firacted, the ſaid apprentice in the trade and myſtery he 
now profeſſeth, ogcupieth, or followeth ; and procure and 
provide for him the ſaid apprentice ſufficient meat, drink, 
apparel, waſhing, and lodging, fitting for an apprentice, 
during the ſaid term. And for the true performance cf all 
and every the ſaid covenants and agreements, either of the 
ſaid parties bind themſelves unto the other by theſe preſents, 
In witneſs whereof they have interchangeably put their 
nd, 2nd Cale, this tenth ov of November. in the 
year of the reign of our ſovereign lord 
George III. by the grace ef God, king of Great- Britain, 
France, and Jreland, defender of the faith; and in the year 
of our Lord God one thouſand {even hundred and 
WiltLlan WulrE, 
- JohN GREEK. 
EORGE JOHNSON» : 
n ( ing 

Note. Fan apprentice be inrolled, he cannot ſue out his in- 
denture, but upon proof of unmerciful uſage, want of wictuali, 
and other neceſſaries, or his maſter's being incapable of teach- 
ing bim his trade, or not cauſing it ſo to be done at his own 
proper charge by others. * And the ſame holds good in relation 
to a miſtre/s. But there being no inrollment, an indenture may 


be ſued out, without ſhewing cauſe, in any city or corpora» 


tron, S. 0 
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 ABILL Ff SALE f GOODS. 
Y NOW all men by theſe preſents, that I, John Brown, 
for, and in conſideration of the ſum of 
pounds to me in hand paid, at and before the 
fealing and delivering hereof, by F. Harris, of 
the receipt whereof I do hereby acknowledge, have bar- 
gained and ſold, and by theſe preſents do bargain and ſell 
unto the ſaid Janes Harris, all the goods, houſhold-ſtuff, 
and implements of houſhold, and all other goods what- 
ſoever, mentioned in the ſchedule hereunto annexed, 
now remaining and being in 
To hade and to hold all and ſingular the goods, houſhold- 
ſtuff, and implements of houſhold, and every of them, by 
theſe preſents, bargained and ſold unto the ſaid James Har- 
ris, his executors, adminiſtrators, and aſſigns for ever. And 
I, the ſaid John Brown, for myſelf, my execntors, and ad - 
miniſtrators, all and ſingular of the ſaid goods, unto the 
ſaid James Harris, his executors, adminiſtrators, and af- 
ſigns, againſt me the ſaid John Brown, my executors, ad- 


miniſtrators, and aſſigns, and againſt all, and every other 
erſon and perſons whatſoever, ſhall and will warrant, and 


or ever defend, by theſe «preſents; of which goods I the 
faid 3 Brown have put the ſaid James Harris in full 
poſſeſſion, by delivering him one filver tankard, &c. at the 
ſealing hereof : In witneſs whereof, I have hereunto pur 
my hand and ſeal, this tenth day of June, in the year of our 
Lord God, one thouſand ſeven hundred and —— 

Joun Brown. 


Signed, ſealed, and delivered, 

in the preſence of us, ; 
Epwarpd WriTE, 
William WEBB. 


I GENERAL RELEASE. © 


* 


NOW all men by theſe preſents, that I William Far» . 


vis, of Brentford, in the county of Middle/ex, grocer, 
having remiſed, releaſed, and for ever quit claim to Ben- 
Jamin Alton, in the county of Mzddle/ex aforeſaid, carpenter, 
his heirs, executors, and adminiſtrators, of all, and all 
manner of action and actions, ſuits, bills, bonds, writ- 
ings, debts, dues, duties, accompts, ſum and ſums of 
money, leaſes, mortgages, judgements by confeſſion, or 
otherwiſe obtained, executions, extents, quarrels, contro- 
verſies, treſpaſſes, damages, and demands whatſoever, 
£ which 


— 4 — - — 3 
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which by Jaw or equity or otherwiſe ſoever, I the ſaid #7}. __ 
liam Jarwvis, againſt the ſaid Benjamin Alton, ever had, and + 
which I, my heirs, executors, adminiſtrators, ſhall, or may Mm 
claim, challenge, or demand, for or by reaſon, means, or To 
colour of any matter, cauſe, or thing whatſoever, from the pleaſe 
beginning of the world to the day of the date of theſe pre- In t 
ſents: In witneſs whereof I have hereunto ſet my hand and 
ſeal, this fifth day of February, in the year of our Lord God To 
one thouſand ſeven hundred and 0 5 
WIILIAu JAxvis. To 
Signed, ſealed, and delivered, To 
being fit legally flamped, To 
| in the preſence of us, k | 1h 
18 RopeRT JAMESON, m_ 
yi ALEXANDER WILSON. : "Tj 


„ .1/! the foregoing precedents muſt be wrote upon lamped 
paper, otherwiſe they will be of no eck. 


0 Ly, { orms very neceflary for Perſons in Buſine/e. 
ö NOTE o H AND. 
. | . London, Feb. 12, 179 
1 N demand (or : after date) I promiſe 
to pay Mr. Ju, or ore, the ſum of 
pounds, ſhillings, and pence, for value 
received; | | - A. B. 
„ Mr. Truſt, to make this note negotiable, muſt inaqr/e his 4 
name onthe back, and /o muff every perjon thro' whoſe hand it goes. 
BILL or EXCHANGE. * 
81, London, Feb, 11, 179 1 
NE month after date (fight, or az ſight) pleaſe to pay 1 
Mr. Obligation, or order, the ſum of | 


pounds, ſhillings, and _ pence, and place the {nk 
ſame to the account o | Your humble' ſervant, 
To A. B. 

M. , merchant, Corubill. | me 

. Before this bill is rendered properly negotiaòle, or can be th 
demanded when due, it muſt be accepted by the merchant, and in- W 
dorjea by the perſon in whoſe favour it is drawn, and alſo by all 
ſuc h as receive it afterwards, in caſe of failure on the ac- 5 
ceptor”s fide. | 


„t Our readers are requeſted to obſerve, that no in- 
ſtrument of writing whatever muſt be dated with the day of 
= the month on which Sunday falls, becauſe ſuch errors are 


always deemed invalid by law. | 
n | | Suitable 
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Suitable Directions for addreins PERSONS of all Rants, 
either in Writing or Diſcour/e. 
| ets a Moſt Excellent Majeſty, Sire, or, May it pleaſe your 
Tajefty » | 

To his Koyal Highneſs, George, Prince of Wales, SP, or, May it 
pleaſe your Royal Highneſs. 7 

In the ſame manner to the reſt of the Royal Family. 

; To tbe Nobility. 

To his Grace the Duke of S. My Lord Duke, or, May it pleaſe your 
Crace, or, Tour Grace. 

Tothe Moi Noble the Marquis of H. MyLord Marquis, your Lordſhip. 

To the Right Honvurable the Earl of B. My Lord, your Lordſbip. 

To the Right Hon: the Lord Viſcount D. My Lord, your Lordſhip. 

To the Right Honourable the Lord F. My Fo your Lordſbip. 

lhe Sons of Dukes, Marquiſes, and the eldeſt Sons of -Earis have 
the Yitle of Lord and Right Honourable; and the Title of Lady is given 
to their Daughters, 

The younger Sons of Earls, the Sons of Viſcounts, and Barons, are 
tiled E/guires, and Honourable, and all their Daughters Honsuralle. 

The 'Fitle of Honourable is likewiſe conferred on ſuch Perſons as have 


the King's Commiflion, and upon thuſe Gentlemen who enyoy places 


oi Trust and Honour, a 

The Title of Righ: Honcnrable is given to no Commoner, excepting 
thoſe who. are Members of his Majeſty's Moit Honouzabie Pr vy 
Council, and the-three Lord Mayors of London, York, and Dublin, 
and the Lord Provoſt of Edinbxrgh, during their office. 

To the Parliament. | 1 

To the Right Honorable the Loris Spiritual and Temporal in Par- 
lament aſſembled, My Lords, or, May it plcaggyonir Lordfhipse 

to the Right Hon. Sir F. N. Speaker of the Huuſe of Commons. 

To the Clergy. Z 


Aa, or, Your Grace. . 

I the Lord Biſhop of S. My Lord, 

To the Deanof C. or Archdeacongor Chancellor, Reverend Sir, &c. 
All Rectors, Vicars, Curates, Lecturers, ana Clergy men of other 
 ntzr.or denominations, are ſtiled Reverend. 

To the Soldiers and Navy. 

To the Hon. A. R. Eſq. Lieutznant-General, Major-General, Bri- 
dadier-Genetal of his Majeſty's Forces, Sir, Your Honour, 

All Colonels are ſtiled Honourable z all interior Officers thould have 
the Name of their Employment ſet firit ; as for Example, To Major 
W. C. to Captain T. H. Sc. 8 

In the Navy all Admirals are ſtiled Honourable, and Noblemen ac- 
coding to Quality and Office. The other Officers as in the army. 


Ti the Ambaſſadors, Sacretaries, and Conſuls. 


All Ambaſſadors have the Title of Excellency added to their Quality, 


as have alſo Plenipotentiaries, foreign Governors, and the Lord Lieu- 
tenaat, and Lord Juſtices of 1rc/and. * 
n To 


the Moſt Reverend the Lorò Archbiſhop Canterbury, or York, 


. 
> *. * hi -- 


cm — 
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To his Excellency Sir B. C. Baronet, his Britannic Majeſty's En- 
-* , voy 1 and Plenipotentiary to the Ottoman Port, Sir, Your 
Excel ency. 1 
To his Excellency, E. F. Eſq. Ambaſſador to his Moſt Chriſtian 
Majeſty, Sir, or, Your Excellency, 


To the Fudges and Lawyers. 


All the Judges, if Privy-Counſellors, are ftiled Right Honeurable; 
as for Inſtance : J 

To the Right Honourable A. B. Lord High Chancellor of Great 
Britain, My Lord, Your Lordſhip. 

To the Right Hon. P. V. Maſter of the Rolls, Sir, Tour Honour, 

To the Right Hon. Sir G. L. Lord Chief Juſtice of the King's Bench, 
or bf the Common Pleas, My Lord, Your Lordſhip. 

To the Honourable, A. B. Lord Chief Baron, Sir, or, May it 
pleaſe you, Sir, : 

To the Right Hon. A. D. EI I. one of the Juſtices, or to Judge T. 
Sir, or, May it pleaſe you, Sir. | 

To Sir R. D. his Majeſty's Attorney, Solicitor, or Advocate 
General, Sir. 

All cthers in the Law, according to the Offices and Rank they beat, 
every Barriſter having the Title of Eſquire given him. 


To the Lieutenancy and Magiſtracy. ' 
To the Right Honourable G. Earl of C. Lord Lieutenant and 
Sunken Rotulorum of the County of Durham, My Lord, Your 
or / 
0 3. Right Honourable B. C. Eſq; Lord Mayor of the City of 
London, My Lord, Your Lerdſbip. 
All Gentlemen in the Commitfion of the Peace, have the Titles of 
Eſquire and Weorſaipful, as have all Sheriffs and Recorders, - 
he Aldermen and Recorder of London are ftiled Right Worſhipfu!, 
as are all Mayors of Corporations, except Lord Mayors. 
To P. S. Ei High Sheriff of the County of Vork, Sir, Teur 
Wer ſhip, | 
Tonk. Right Worſhipfal S. T. E/; Alderman of Tower Ware, 
London, Sir, Your Werſhip. | 
To the Right Worſhipful, J. A. Recorder of the City cf London, 
Sir, Tour Worſhip, 
The Governors of Hoſpitals, Colleges, &c. which conſiſt of Me- 
giftrates, or have any ſuch among them, are tiled Right Werſbipful, 
or Werſbipful, s their Titles allow. | 


To the Governors of the Crown, 
To his Excellency G. Lord S. Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, My 
Lord, Your Excellency. a | | 
To the Right Hon. C. Earl of D. Governor of Pover-Caſtle, &c. 
Ay Lord, Your Lordfhip. 
The ſecond Governors of Colonies appointed by the King, are called 
Lieutenant-Governors, 
Thoſe appointed by Proprictors, as the Eaſt-India Company, Cc. 
are ſtiled Deputy-Governors, 
; To Incorporate Bodies. 
To the Honourabls Court of Directors of the United Company #5 
| trading to the Eaſt-Indies, Tour Honours, 
2. J Tee FR © 


